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t-ot after that, in the wifdom of God, the iborU 
by •wifdom knew not God, it pkafed God. by , 
the foolifytefs of preaching to fave tbem that 
believe. 



KS^^P^N the fevetiteemh verfe of this chap* 
c) I M ter the Apoftle declares, that thd 
ia.M()6(^ S""^^' intention of his being fent .by 
Chrift to the Gentiles was, to preach the Gofpel 
to them } mt 'teitb wifdom of words; not with 
that ftudied eloquence, and tbofe perfuafive 
charms of oratory ; or, not with that fubtle 
and acute method ofreafoaJng, which carriea 
in it an air of wifdom, and without which no- 
thing would relifli amongil the wife and learned 
Greeks j ied/i the crofs of Chriji JJ:ould be made 
of none eJfeSf ; i. e. leaft the doiflrine he 
preached (hould appear to be a mere human 
fpeculation, to ftand only upon the comrrioa 
fourtdation of human oratory and reafoningj 
to have no ori^nal or authority from God, nor 
any in*erpo(ition of his power to confirm and 
eHabltih it. 

A 2 He 
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He well knew indeed, that the effed o( 
his preaching the Gofpel would be very diffe- 
rent, according to the different difpoOtions 
and charafters of thoffr who heard it j that by 
fome it would be treated with contempt, by 
others with an attention and regard, fuitabic 
to the great importance of the doftrine he 
taught ; and that the confequences, with re- 
fpc<a to both thefe fort of pcrfons, would be 
anfwerable to the temper with which they 
received it. TSf preaching of the Crofs is to 
them that terijh foolijhnefsy hut unto us •who are 
faved it iS tbe power of God. And in the 
view of this glorious and beneficial cffedl of 
the doctrine of the crofs, the ApoAIe cries out 
with triumph : * Where is the wife man, where 
is tbefcribe, where is the difputer of this world? 
What is the effeft of human philofophy? 
What hath the world gained by the inftruc- 
tions of the Jewifh Scribes, Rabbi's, and Doc- 
tors? What good hath been done by all the 
fubtle, intricate, learned queflions, that have 
been debated and difputed by the wifefl men 
amongft Jews or Greeks ? Where are the con- 
verts they have made to real knowledge, ge- 
nuine religion, and the praftlcc of righteouf- 
nefs? Even as to the very firft article of all 
religion, the being of one God, the Creator, 
Preferver and Governor ef the world, they 
)iave never been able to bring men to the ac- 
knowledgment and worfhip of him j for, as 
it follows in my text: § Jfier that, .or fince, in 

tbe 
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' the wifdom oj God^ the viorld hy wifdom kneHI 
not God, it pkafied God by the foolijhaefs cf 
preaching to Jove them that believe. The leifdim 
cf God here is that wifdom, underflanding 
and fkil), which God difcovers in the frame 
of nature, and id all the various works and 
parts of which it confifts. But by all tbefe 
numerous and convincing difcovenes of the 
wifdom of God in the creation, the worlds by 
wifdoviy i. e. by human wifdom and philofophy, 
hm%v not God; were never converted to the 
knowledge and worfhip of the one only living 
and true God. And therefore^ becaufe hu- 
man wifdom had not in (id and experience 
everanfwered this important purpofe, itpkafed 
Cod, ly the Joolijhnefs of preaching, by this 
method of preaching a crucified Saviour, whidi 
to the Greeks appeared fooliflinefs, to fieot 
tbem that believe : which words will naturally 
lead us to conflder the following things. 

I. The inc^acy of human wifdom and 
philofophy to bring mankind to knoW' 
ledge and falvation. ,. 

n. How it pleafed God, by his own imme- 
diate interpofition^ to accompliih this be- 
nevolent defign. 

III. The method which God made uieof 
for this purpofe. 

IV. The nature and caufes of that fevere 
cenfure, which the world paffed on it. 
Of thelc in their order. 

Thefc 
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I. Thefe words plainly intimate to us the Itl- 
cflicacy of human wifdom and philofophy 
to reform and fave mankind. This fentimenc 
is evidently conveyed to us in the words of the 
Apoftle : By the wifdom of God, viz. manifefted 
in the works of creation, the "world through 
wifdom^ i. e. human wifdom and philofophy, 
koew not God; were not brought to form juft 
and honourable fcntlmcnts of him, nor pre- 
vailed with § to glorify him as God; but wot' 
fhiped and ferved the creature more than, orbe- 
iides the creator, -who is blejfed for evermori. 
Mankind indeed never were fo far athcifts, as 
abfolutely to rejed the belief of Deity j but 
ftill they may be truly faid to be without God 
in the world, asthoy had too generally formed 
the moft corrupt and unworthy notions of 
him, afcribed to him the paflions and vices of 
men, and thought him, in the general, alto- 
gether fucb an one as tbemfehes j a local, cif- 
cumfcribcd, temporary, dependent being, fub- 
je£t himfelf to want, without pfcrfeftion and 
reftitude of nature, <ieftitutc of ail dignity of 
charadter, and every way unworthy to be pla- 
ced at the head of the creation, and of the ve- 
neration and efteem, the affeiflion, confidence, 
and truft of every truly rational Being. Thefe 
were the popular fentiments of God. Many 
of the philofophers indeed had very different 
ones, and the more Audious and thoughtful 
had formed much more excellent and worthy 
ideas of the diviAe hature and attributes, and 
treated 

I Rom. i. 21.3$. 
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treated. with contempt the god^ofthe vulgar, 
and ail the ceremonies of their vforQj'ip as ri- 
diculous and unprofitable fuperftittons. But 
ftill thofe gods continued tt> be the gods of 
the publick, and all the impieties and follies^ 
that were prai^ifed in. honour of them^ main- 
tained their ground, were held facred and in- 
violable, and conftituted the Handing rellgioa 
of the whole Gentile world. 

It is true, that this ignorance of God, and 
the reafonable worlhip that was due to him, 
was not owing to any abfolute incapacity ia 
mankind to fearch after and find him out. 

^,-.,,_The powers and faculties of reafon, with 
' J ' "H&WthGod endowed them, would, had they 

-*f- -Blade the right ufe and improvement of them* 
have taught them better ; and as there was no 
defeat in the necefiary proofs of the being 
and perfections of the one true God, God ha- 
ving ne*er kf: bimfelf without 'wiinefs in the 
darkeft ages of the world, their ignorance of 
him was really voluntaiy, and became their 
crime as well as their reproach, -f- So that tbey 
were altogether without excuje, becaufc h^ 
tbey but duly attended to the many and clear 
notices, that God gave them of his being and 
perfedioDS, they would certainly have found 
him out, who never was far from any one of 
them, and paid him that rational reverence 
and worfhip, that was due to him, as the Al- 
mighty Creator, Prcfcrvcr, and Sovereign of 
(he world. 

And 
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And yet tliehiftory of all ages and nationi 
informs us, that there was no principle lefs un- 
derftood than that of the exiftcncc of God ; 
nothing as to which men had more falfe and 
difhoHourable conceptions, than of his attri- 
butes and real character; nothing fo unnatu- 
rally debafed, and that gave rife to, and ren- 
dred venerable and facred, fo many childi(hi 
abfurd and execrable fuperilitions, as the wor- 
fliip they paid to their rcfpeiflive deities. Many 
nations fcarce retained any notion of one fu« 
premc all-governing power, cantoning out the 
world into fo many diflinft provinces, each 
governed by its peculiar god, and every one 
fttmod intirely independent of each other-; 
and -f every nation chooflng that god> for its 
Itecuttar and favourite deity, to whom they 
appropriated almofl excluHve worfhip, as his 
1 charafter beft fuited their own difpofitions, 
manners of life, particular views, and reign- 
ing vices ; 9i>d no one nation atnongft the 
Gentiles ever profefTmg their adherence to the 
one true God, forming any tolerable fenti- 
ments concerning him, or paying him a wor- 
fliip, that had the leaft appearance of rational in 
its nature, and that could render the perform- 
ers of it worthy the regard and favour of 
the greateft and beil of Beings. 

Many ages did thefe abfurdities and cor-* 

ruptions prevail, and grew inveterate by long 

prefcription, and univerfal authority; and 

though the nations boaflxd of their wife men, 

and 

"t Minut. Fel. j. 6. p. ji, Ac. Edi^ Lugd. Bat. 
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ind human phllofophy was held id the hlgh- 
cft efteem ; had its celebrated profcflbrs, its 
famous fchools and feminaries, and was re< 
forted to and Audied by many in all ranks 
and conditions of life 3 yet it proved wholly 
incapable to produce the defired and needed 
reformation, and inftead of prevailing with 
,men to quit the long received and eftablilhed 
errors, and the vain converfation they had re- 
ceived h tradition from their forefathers 1 
every fucceeding age grew more fertile in gods, 
added new and worfe fuperftitions, if poflible, 
to the old ones, became more rooted and in- 
curable in their prejudices, more diftant from 
any real reformation, and more incapable of 
being recovered to knowledge and piety. ■ 

Socrates, amongft the Greeks, who was 
faid to be declared by an oracle to be the wifeft 
man that lived, was undoubtedly a very extra- 
ordinary and excellent perfon, and of any one 
in his time probably the fitteft, and moft ca- 
pable of intruding others, both in the prin- 
ciples of religion, and in the practice of mo- 
ral virtue. He had unqueftionably more wor- 
thy fcntiments of both, than moft of his conr 
temporaries ; and was befides poflefled of the 
greatcft fagacity of mind, had a furprizing 
quicknefs of apprehenfion, folidity of judg- 
ment, ealinefs of expreflion, aciitenefs of rea- 
foning, and marvellous dexterity in difcover- 
ing and expofing the fophifms, and falfe rea- 
foiiings of the philofophers, who were in high 
reputation for wifdom and learning amongft 
£ the 
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the j^ihenians. And yet what was this great 
and good man able to do ? Or what change 
did he introduce into the religion and morals 
of his country ? Though he * was almoft in- 
tirely engaged in the work of indrufting 
others, thought and declared himfelf com- 
miffioned and employed by God in this very 
fervice, and might have faved his life, if he 
would have promifed the Jtbenians never 
more to concern himfelf in it ; yet Athens, 
inftead of hearkening to the venerable Seer^ 
murthered bim for his endeavouring to reform 
her; ftill retained her old fuperftitions ; and 
though the feat of learning and the Mufes, and 
fource of wifdom, ftill continued ignorant of 
the true God, amidft the innumerable deities 
flie worftiiped, was the very fink of fuperfti- 
tion, and polluted with the moft enormous 
and unnatural crimes. And fo little was the 
good, that he found himfelf capable of do- 
ing, as that he -f- exprclily declares, that few 
who attended him gained any confiderable ad- 
vantage from him ; that they who did, gene- 
rally loft it as foon as ever they could no longer 
converfcwith him, and that the fuccefs of his 
inftrudlions, in making men good and virtu- 
ous, depended on the will and pleafurc of 
God, and was not to be fecured without his 
concurrence. 

Of what mighty ufe were the writings of 

all the. aticient Greek Philofophcrs, when 

they 

• Plat. Jpol. Soc. p. zg. D. E£i. Seiran. 
■ t I'i- ia Theag. p. 128. B. 
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they appeared in the elegance of* the Reman 
drefs, with which Cicero adorned them, and 
their fentiments were fet off with the poUte- 
nefs and charms of his incomparable elo- 
quence ? What number of converts did h& 
make from idolatry and vice, to real piety 
and virtue, by his difquiHtions concerning 
the nature of the gods, his treatifes of divtna- 
tieny his 'Tafculan queftiom, his tradts of 
Jriendjhip and old age, his paradoxes^ and a- ' 
bove all, by thofe immortal and invaluable 
books of the offices and duties of human life ? 
And though EpiBefus, Seneca, Arrian, M, 
Tyrius, and other philofophers, wrote many 
excellent things in favour of moral virtue j 
yea though the majefly of the imperial diadenv 
added authority to M. Antonine's philofophy^ 
dnd theemperor of the world condefccnded to 
become a kind of preacher and inftruftor in 
righteoufnefs ; yet ftill the old fuperftitions,- 
with all their attending coirruptionG, main- 
tained their ground and power, and every at- 
tempt to introduce a better ftate of things 
was found wholly inefFedtual and vain. ; 

As this fadt is indifputable, and confirmed 
by the hiftory of all nations ; it may be aflt- 
ed, what could be the reafons of this mei- 
ficacy of human philofophy and wifdom to 
refojm and fave mankind, and that the cele- 
brated names and writings of Plato, Cicero, 
Antonine, and others, could not effcdt what 
Peter, and. Paul, and John, and their com- 
panions ia the Gofpel of Cbriji^ did in a few 
B, z years. 
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ytars, by their labours and writings j though 
they were obfcure as to their nation and origi- 
nal, had none, or but few, of the advantages 
of learning, or oratory, or human power to 
aflift them j yea, even though they were op- 
pofed and perfecuted, their doctrine ridiculed, 
ind every method taken that human fubtlety 
couid invent, and the power of malice could 
exercife, to flop the progrefs of it in the 
world ? Many caufes may be afligned for 
this. 

The policy and craft of government, that 
firft introduced many of thefe errors and cor- 
ruptions, for they are not all the inventions 
and offspring of prieflcraft, found many ad- 
vantages by them ; as they could make the 
fuperftitions, which held men in bondage, fub- 
fervient to their fecular views, and by the awe 
of them, keep them in a ftate of more jntiro 
fiibjedlion ; and therefore employed all their 
power and authority to rivet them on the peo- 
ple, and render the practice of them facred j 
guarded them by numerous laws, and prohi- 
bited any change in them under the fcvereft 
penalties. - 

They had, at length, the fandlion of anti- 
quity * to render them venerable, and as the 
children received them as an inheritance from 
their forefathers, they became rigidly tenaci- 
ous of them, and counted it a fort of impiety 
to depart from the maxims and cuftoms of 
their anceftors. Againft this ftrpng barrier of 

fit- 

• Minut. Fel. e. 8. p, 70, yi. 
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fuperftition, idolatry, and error, mere human 
philofopby was too feeble to make any power- 
ful and fuccefsful oppolitionj and the wifdom 
of the ancients, that had introduced their gods 
and ceremonies of worfliip, would not fail to 
be generally looked on as an cffe&ual confu- 
tation of every thing.that after-wifdom could 
pretend to urge for the amendment or remo- 
val of.ihem. 

Befides, very eminent § republicks had 
been founded, and large empires had been 
erefled, continued, and rifen to great heights 
of profperity j viflories had been won, tri- 
umphs had been obtained, and arts and fci- 
ences had flouriHied, under the fuppofed pro- 
tedion of the gods of the nations ; J the ncg- 
leit of their ceremonies was thought to have 
been punifhed with the moil dreadful calami- 
ties, and the due performance of them re- 
warded with many fignal advantages of a pub- 
lick and private nature, and vifible proofs of 
their interpoCtion and prefencej and what 
could human wifdom and philofopby oppofe, 
to what would be called fenlible experience, 
and arguments from fafls ? or how could it 
be expected that punces and nations ihould 
relinquish deities, or abrogate rites, to which 
they imagined they owed their eftablifhment, 
grandeur, and profperity ? 

And had nations and governments been at 

any time inclined to admit of any reformation 

in their religious fyflem, where could they 

have 

i Minut. FeU S- 6, J 14. j- 7- 



( H ) 

have applied ? and to which of the different 
fchools of philofophy, to which of their cele- 
brated wife men and difputcrs, could they 
have had rccourfe, upon fo important an af- 
fair ? Though there were many feds of phi- 
lofophers, all of them differing in eflentials 
from each other, and all of them profcfling to 
be teachers of wifdom, yet it doth not appear, 
that amidft all the fchemcs they fcrmed, they 
had ever thought of, or fixed upon any regu- 
lar, rational, and confiftent plan of religion 
for themfelves, or the publick. If in any of 
the remains of antiquity, any fuch thing as 
fhis was likely to be found, it muft have ap- 
peared in Plato, or Cicero, or fomc of the 
moral writers amongft the ancients. But no- 
thing of this nature is to be feen in any of 
them ; and though they ihould have agreed 
as to the particulars that needed alteration, 
they Would have been entirely at a lofs what 
better things to have fettled in the room of 
Ihem. |[ Some would have been for making 
an entire ridance of all the gods, and the ce- 
remonies of worfhip that were performed in 
honour of them ; who as openly, as they 
could with fafety, denied their very exigence, 
theit agency and providence, and afcribed the 
formation of this world to the jumble of a- 
toms, the caprice of chance, or the neceffary 
hws of an irrefiftible fatality. Amongft 
thofe, who profeffed to own any Deity, it was 
far from being agreed amongfl them what he 
was, 

H Lucret.l. i.T. 57.fa:.- Miiiut.Fel. c. 8. p."7i,73. 
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was, or how to reprerent and defcfibe hitn. 
The wiidom of Epicurus, retaining the name 
of the gods, would have at once difcharged 
the world from all the religious fuperOitions 
that had enflavcd it, by introducing fuch as 
were too happy in themfelves to defire any 
mortal worfhip, too indolent to concern them- 
felves in the exercife of providence, and too 
indulgent and luxurious in their own neS^ar 
and ambrofia, to refent the freeft gratifica- 
tions offenfual pleafure in mankind -(-. Anda« 
to any thing that was to come hereafter, this 
hero would have fliewn them the way intirely 
to get rid of every apprehenfion about it ; and 
^s for Erebus § and Tartarus^ and Acheron^ 
and the punlQiments of a future flate, how tq 
have trampled them intirely under theii* feet. 
The wifdoni of others led them to imagine, 
that the whole mundane lyftem was God. 

— — yupiCer ejl quodcunque vides, that 

it was abfolutely perfect, necefiary, eternal, 
incorruptible, and incapable every fingle atom 
of it of being annihilated. Others, with 
greater wilHom, conceived of God as a mind 
or fpirit; but fuch a one as was only the foul 
to animate the whole material fyftem, as its 
proper body, and maintain the perpetual life 
and verdure of it. Iffome, as perhaps the 
generality of the philofophecs did, who believ- 
^ in any Deity, held the monarchy of one 
God, pr^lidiug over all things, yet they feem 
UDiyerially to have allowed a large number of 
inferior 
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inferior deities, fiiaringwith him in real divini- 
ty, worthy of thefame divine adoration, and ad- 
mitted into the high prerogatives of provi- 
dence and government ; and though their fcn- 
timents of Deity wefemuch better than thofe 
of the poets and the vulgar, yet they profeffed 
to acknowledge the fame gods, and worfliiped 
them under the fame names, in the fame 
temples, and with the fame facriHces and 
rites, as others did. This was true even of 
the celebrated Socrates himfelf, who is, 1 ap- 
prehend, falfely faid to have died a martyr 
for the one God. For Xenopbon, § who 
was his contemporary, his friend, and admi- 
rer, expreflly affures us, that Socrates regulated 
his religion by the laws of the city, advifed 
others to do the fame, and cenfured all who 
did not, as impertinent and vain pcrfons ; 
and that, in his apology before his judges, 
he openly declared his belief in the gods of 
his country, and abfolutely denied the charge 
of introducing new ones, or ftrange methods 
of worftiiping the old ones. Yea, Socrates 
himfelf affirms, that he neither facrificed to, 
nor fwoic by, nor called on any new Demons, 
or other gods, inftcad of "Jupiter., yuno, and 
other deities with them [|. And though feme 
of the philo'bphers thought with the utmoft 
contempt of the ceremonies and fuperfHtions, 
that were pradifed in honour of the vulgar 
deities, (ometimes ridiculed them, and at other 
times 

4 Memoi: SocT, /. 70S. B. ct p. 721. C. ESt. I^oncL 
II Xen. 5Mr.<^e/,.friiSoa.p. 70s- E. 
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titttcg reafoned ag^inft them j yet they all 
taught another thing by their prattice, falling 
in with all the fuperftitions of the age and 
couDtry in which they lived, and even plead- 
ing 3nd writing in defence or excufe of the' 
Worship of images, plants, rivers, tnountainSi 
fountains, fire, beatls, fowls, filhes, and 
other the like contemptible objeds || ; as a fort 
of memorials of the gods, and the more effec- 
tually to keep upa fenleaf them in the minds 
of men i and recommending it in theif 
writings, and even thofe, in which they treat-* 
ed tlie religion of their country with great free- 
dfitxit as an indance of wifdom to adhere to 
the rites of their forefathers, to retain (heit 
gods, and admit of no innovations in wor- 
ihip. Proofs in abundance | of this are eafy tq' 
be produced from the remains of Pla(o, Xe- 
nophon, Cicero, yulian. Porphyry^ and othersfc 
of the moil celebrated philofophers j who noi; 
only fcandaloufly complied with thofe corrup- 
tio}>s, which In their minds they condemned, 
but employed their art and learning in jifftifi- 
cjtion and defence of them : A condud; thi| 
that muft cffedlually deftroy the force of alj 
thfiir beft reafonings in favour of truth, antj 
render them abfolutely incapable, with aj| 
their philofophy and wifdom, b?(^ it been 
myph better than it was, of becoming the rer 
former^ and iavioura of mankind* Efpecjalr 
C ly, 

II Max. Tyr. Dijftrt. 8. 5. lO. 
- X \.VW..D(Ug. 1. io.p.910, De n^b.\.i^. P-tiy.R. 
2. ii£«npf h. Jk&«i}r. Soc. f. 8q^, B* 3- Cicfr. Dt ^iq^^^^ 
1.2.^.73. " ^ 
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ly, if to this we add, that craft and fubtlety, 
with which many of them adled, in the man * 
ner of their inftruftion ; having a two-fold 
doiSrine; the one internal, the other external. 
The internal one contained the real fcntiments 
of their minds, quite different from the opi- 
nions of the vulgar, whom they accounted un- 
worthy to be initiated into the great myftcrics 
of truth, and from whom they ftudioufly 
concealed them ; delivering them only to a 
few favourite felea companions, to feme choice 
fpirits, and philofophical minds ; whilft the 
external doftrine, which they openly avowed 
to the multitude, was wholly fuitcd to their 
gufts and prejudices, and calculated rather to 
Confirm them in their errors, than to convince 
them of, and reclaim them from them. 

And if they had been lefs blameable on 
thefe accounts than they were, yet their man- 
ner of inilruftion was ftich, as had but litde 
tendency to bring the world to better fenti- 
menls and praftices. Socrates • himfelf was 
a real Sceptick, and declared, that he doubted 
almoft of every thing, and fcarce knew any 
thing, but that he knew nothing at alt. And 
with regard to fome of the moft eiTential prin- 
ciples of religion, -f- a future ftate, and the re- 
wards and punifhments of virtue and vice, he 
lived and died in a ftate of the greateft uncer- 
tainty about them. Befidcs, -f his manner of 



• Plat. ^eltg. p. 21. D. E. wwMenon.p. 8o.C. Cicer. 
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inftruAlon was frequently ironical and far- 
caftick, fometimes mctaphyiical and abHrufe, 
and at other times mixed with fuch kind of 
fubjefls, as had nothing of dignity in them, 
no tendency to convey any folid and ufcful 
knowledge ; in fo much that he tells one, •f- 
who applied to him for wifdom, that he knew 
little elfe but fome fmall love affairs, and 
other trifling things of a like nature : not to 
add fevcral foibles, errors and abfurditics, from 
which all his penetration, wifdom and philo- 
fophy were not able to exempt him. 

X may add, that the number of thofe, who 
pretended to give any inftrudtions in fubje£ts 
of a moral nature, was but comparatively 
few; whilft the generality of thofc, who were 
elleemed wife men, inArufted their difcjples 
in things of a quite different nature; in mat- 
ters of mere ipeculation, curious queftions» 
debates about words, the elegance of fpeecfa, 
the arts of polity, and other things of a like 
kind, of not the leaft relation to true religion 
and morality, and that had nothing to do 
with the nature and reafons of mens accept- 
ance with, and happinefs in God; whild 
none of them profeflcd to be the teachers of 
true religion, nor pretended to have them- 
felves, or give to others any rational confiftent 
fcheme of it in principle or pradtice. And on 
this account human pfailofophy was utterly in- 
capable of bringing the world to the fer- 
vice and worfliip of the true God, by the 
C 2 fruits 

t Platon. Tleag. p. 128. B. 
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fruits of rightcoufnefs, and a life of uniform 
and regular virtue ; becaufe principles of rcii- 
-gion arc the beft fupports and fccuridcB of 
virtue; the intereft of which can never be 
■maintained agalnft the corruptions of the 
world, and ihe powcrtbl incentives to ■ vice 
'that every where abound in it, without a ra- 
tional fente of Deliy, and the awes that flow 
from the belief of his infpe<flion and jiiflice, 
and the equitable retributions of a future flate, 
" Had tl»etebeen any of the celebrated philo- 
fophers, who pretended to a better fchcme of 
tdigion, than what was generally received, 
"and to a more rational way of worfliip, thati 
that which unlverfally prevailed, and let up 
Tchools for the inftruflion of others in thefc 
particulars, yet they wanted authority to en- 
force it, and fuitably to engage the attention 
end regard of mankind. The ancient law- 
givers, who fettled the ritual of worfliip a- 
mongft their refpedive nations, either had a 
divine authority for their religious eftablilh- 
ments, or pretended to one, and brought 
others to believe they had it. Mofes fettled 
the forms of religion and worfliip amongft the 
yew!, by immediate warrantfrom God, Ly- 
cvrgus amongft the Spartans, Solon at Atkem, 
and I^uma amongft the Romans, had each his 
oracle, or god, or godde.'s, by whom iheJr 
conftitutions were faid to be confirmed, or by 
whofe diredion they adted in the eftabliih- 
ment of them. But the philofophers, none 
of them, unlefs \^t ^cf^i Socrates, ever f re- 
tended 
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tended to an immediate .commiflion from 
God; or if they did, gave no aiithenticit 
■proofs of theic having it. They had no cre- 
dentials of miracles, no demonilration of any 
fpirJt of power to eftablifh their characters, 
and give force to their inftruftions. They 
were but men, upon a level with others, and 
■ had none of them any thing fupertor to re- 
commend them above others, who taught a 
quite different fcheme from themielves, but 
the mere weight of their reafonings, and the 
ftrength of their proofs ; efpecially above thofe 
illuflrious and venerable fages, who were fup- 
pofed to have founded their whole plati of the 
publick religion by t1]e authority and infpira- 
^tion of the gods. And however jud their 
reafonings on this fubjetlt might have been, yet 
the bulk of mankind were incompetent judges ■ 
of them, could not enter into deep and learn- 
ed difquifitions, not take in a long train of 
laboured reafoning, noreafily pafs the proper 
judgment between the contending difputants, 
debating their difierences, and each thriving to 
perplex, confound, and confute his adverfa- 
ry. The world was not thus to be converted 
to truth and piety by the difputers of the age, 
nor fuperftition, idolatry and vice, to be root- 
ed out of the mind by fuch oppofitions ofjcience^ 
and the contefts of men ; who by fophiftry 
and plaufible colours, might render it ex- 
tremely dubious where the victory fell, ob- 
/cute the moft evident truths, and make it, 
morally 
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njoraliy fpeaking, impoffible for the gene- 
rality to difcover, or embrace them. 

To alt that hath been faid may be added ; 
that as the common opinions and religious 
ufages had the prcfcription of venerable anti- 
quity, and the high reputation of a divine ori- 
ginal, were fupported by the general autho- 
rity, the univcrfal pra<5tice of nations, and the 
almoft unanimous confent of mankind, fothey 
were confiftent with all their favourite paf- 
iions, interefts, taftes, purfuits, amufements, 
pleafures, and vices. The great things, by 
which they imagined their gods were honour- 
ed, were fplendid temples, coftly facnfices, 
pompous ceremonies, games and fports, wreft- 
lings, racings, boxings, quoits, and fuch like 
•bodily cxercifcs, and trials of manhood : not 
to mention fome more criminal cuAoms, which 
cannot be named without a biufh, nor prafttfed 
without infamy. The very deities they wor- 
Jhipped were polluted with the worft of 
crimes, patrons of vice, and very religioufly 
invocated by thofe, who intended the vil- 
lainies they refpeflively patronifed ; and no- 
thing was to be feared from their refentment 
and vengeance, when their votaries only imi- 
tated their examples, and were guilty of no- 
thing, but what they themfelves had before 
committed with impunity. So that the very re- 
ligion of the gentiles was in truth a religion 
fit for men of liberty, luxury, and pleafure ; 
a religion without piety, virtue, or moralsj 
that coiifccrated the very fports of men into 
ads 
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afts of devotion, and under the countenance 
of which, the gratiBcation of the very worft 
of paflions was accounted, on many occafions, 
a real aft of religious veneration and homage. 
And what could mere human philofophy do 
to corredl fo vitiated a tafte ? What great ef- 
ficacy had it ever in faiS, to clear thefe pre- 
judices out of the breafts of men, to fubdue 
the Arong paflions for thefe fhews and exer- 
cifes, that had bewitched and captivated the 
vvhole heathen world, and put a Aop to thofe 
enormities, to which natural inclination 
prompted them, and which were thought 
highly honourable and acceptable to the gods 
they worfhipped. In fuch circumftances, 
had human wifdom and philofophy beea 
much more perfect, than they ever appear to 
have been, they could not have ftemmed tho 
furious torrent, that bore down all truth and 
righteoufnefs before it -, and I think, upon the 
whole, we may he allowed to fay, that it muft 
be the voice and power ' of God, and not 
the power, eloquence and wifdom of men, 
that alone was able to awaken in them better 
fentiments, cure their deep-rooted prgudices, 
bring them to the acknowledgment of him- 
felf, and the belief and approbation of pure, 
undefiled and acceptable religion. And this 
brings me 

II. To the fecond general, which is to 
fet before you, that great and important change 
■God was> pleafed to introduce amongA man- 
kind } 
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kind ; for which human philcfopliy and wif- 
dom had been fo long found by experience 
to be altogether incfFedtu.il. Since the world 
was not to be convinced, and brought to the 
acknowledgment and worfhip of God, as the 
great and glorious Creator, by the numerous 
marks of power, wifdom, and Ikill that a- 
bounded in all his works; God was plcafcd 
to take this affair into his own hands, and 
to bring about the falvation of mankind, 
by means of his oWh immediate appointment. 
It pleafed God lofave them that iclre-ve, by in- 
troducing the gofpel of;.Chrift, and bringing 
them to the knowledge and belief of it. 

Now this falvation confids, in mens baing 
delivered from that grftfs ignorance, and thofe 
deftrmSive prejudices and errors,' in matters 
of the grcateft importance and concern, un- 
der which they had for many nges lain, and 
for which human wifdom had never been able 
to find out and apply any competent remedy. 
This God effeiled, by cm/iftg tki light of the 
gbridus gofpel of hi i S6n, iofiine in upon their 
iearts, and carry fuch full conviiSion of the 
truth of the principles it revealed, as rendred 
them finccrc converts to the belief of them. 
In this the one only living and true God 19 re- 
prefented in the cleareft view, in the infinite 
perfedion and reilitude of his natufCj in the 
univerfal providence which he exercifes, and 
efpecially in his abundant mercy and goodnefs^ 
ihA ddiCB of bis grace, and his titetnal and 
uiKhahgeable purpt^es, in reference to thcH* 
; :,:;:■-! eternal 



{ =5 J 

kternal redemption by Jefud Cbrift. Here w£ 
farther learn, what is the good and acceptable 
and perfedt wilt of God, what is that pure 
and undeiiled worship which he requires, 
what thoie difpolitions and affeftions he would 
have us cuhivate, what thofe duties he would 
have us perform, what thofe hopes he allows 
us to cherifli, and what that reward and hap- 
pinefs we may finally expei^ from his infinite 
and unmerited goodnefs. Herein we have 
that moft important difcovery of a future 
ftate, the impartial judgment of the worl(i 
to come, and the great events of cverlafting 
life and death, that are hereafter to take 
place, in confequence of our prefent actions, 
whether good or eviL Ignorance in thefe 
things is not only the fhame and rept-oach of 
mankind, but of the moft dangerous confe- 
quence to them ) and though the philofophy 
of the antients conveyed few or no juft fenti- 
ments in thefe particulars, feldom pretended 
to give any clear decifivc inftrudtions concern- 
ing them J and left the world for many ages 
almoft intirely in the dark, ot in a Hate of 
the moft abfolute uncertainty about themj yet 
the gofpel of Chrift, the moment it is attend- 
ed to and embraced, inftantly dilpels the dark- 
nefs, opens the mind to the moft ufeful diA. 
coveries, and brings men at once to the know^ 
ledge of ail thole intereftidg truths, which 
they can be concerned to underftand, in order 
to difcharge their duty, and fecure their hap- 
ptnefs. And had it not Jaeen for this hea- 
D Vcnly 
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Venly light, wc had unqucftionably been to 
this day in the fame fubHantial night and 
palpable darknefs, as to thefe principles, that 
they were, and arc, who never enjoyed it. Re- 
demption from ignorance, fuperftition, and 
error, into the -knowledge of God, and all 
the genuine dodrines of religion, comes only 
by the gofpel of Chrift, and is not to be ob- 
tained by any other inftitution whatfocver; 
and by whomfocver it is regarded and receiv- 
ed as a divine revelation, it will infallibly 
prove the power of God thus to inlighten and 
fave them. 

And what renders this falvation of God the 
more valuable is, the anfwcrable change it 
introduces, into the religious praflices and 
morals of mankind -, fo great and fo intire a 
one, as that the Scriptures reprefent it by a 
itew creation, regeneration, and being born a- 
gain, the putting off the old, and putting on the 
Hew man\ which though figurative expreflions, 
yet have a real meaning, and certainly denote 
fuch an intirely new moral difpofition and 
charafter, asrenders perfons iniirely different 
JFrom their forHier felves ; as though God had 
formed them anew, given them a fecond and 
better birth, and quite altered them from the 
men they were before. Thefe exprcffions had 
unqucftionably a peculiar emphafis, as applied 
to thofe, who were converts from the rites 
and corrupt praSices of the Jewi, and efpe- 
cially from the impieties, idolatries, and vices 
that abotindcd in the <5entile world. Here 
■'■ with 
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with -the utmoft propriety it might be -faid» 
W/, old things were dpne away^ and all things 
became new ; nor are the expreflions too ftrong, 
when applied to denote that change, which is 
made in the difpofitions and charaders of thofs, 
who are now reclaimed from .a fenfual pro- 
.fligate ftate, by the word and fpirit of God, 
and prevailed with feriouily to enter into the 
fpirit and life of genuine chriftianity, Fqr 
.how intire, how happy is the change! How 
different are the difpoAtions and affedions 
they cherifl) and exercife towards God and 
man ! difpofitions of reverence, love, grati- 
tude, truft, fubminion, and obedience towards 
liimj difpofitions of umverfal righteoufnefs, 
benevolence, humanity, and goodnefs towards 
them. How intirely altered is their conduit 
towards both ! Inltead of not retaining God 
jn their hearts, he intirely poireifes them, and 
in every ftate irf which they are, they abides 
and walk bumhly with bint. No longer plac- 
ing religion in fuperftiiions, rites and cere- 
monies, they wordiip him \a fpirit i^nd truth; 
by the exercife of pure affcfliens, by the fpi- 
ritual facriiices of prayer and thanklgivings, 
'and by abounding in all the good works effen- 
tial to the chriflian life and charadlier. And 
with refpeft to men, inftead of uncleannefs, ba- 
tredivariance, emulationsy wrath, ftrife, fedilions, 
envies, murtbers, drunkennefs^ revellings^ and 
Juch like manifeft works of the pfh, oh how 
diiferent arethofe/rwVj of the fpirit, in which, 
as believers in Chrift, they abound! love, joy, 
D 2 peace^ 
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pence y long-fuffer'tng, gentUnefs, goodnefi, fidelUft 
meekneji and temperance \ thofe ncceflary antf 
amiable virtues, that are fo prnarpetital to men, 
fo promotive of their peace, fo acceptable to 
God, and {q promotive of their eternal bappi- 
nt^fs in his favour. This is that fajvatlon • 
which it pleafes Gpd to make men partakers 
of by the gofpel of his Ion, this that blcflcd 
change he introduces into the mora) flatp 
and charadter of all who believe it; and there 
is fuch a life and power, f^ich an authority, 
Iriirit and efScacy that accompanies, and is 
conveyed by it, as is capable of removing the 
inoft inveterate prejudices, and fubduing the 
flrongeft hajjitsof fin, and as will render thofe, 
who are under the Influence of its principles and 
motives, equal to all the rnof^ important obliga- 
tions of humaq life, and fuperjor to all the ditH- 
culties that may attend the practice of religion 
and viftue. But jn this refpeft, mere philo- 
fupliy is lifelcfs as a flone, and cold as death, 
as to any efficacy it hath to make men par- 
takers of this falvation, in cornparifon with 
the word of God; which the author to the 
Hebrews defcribes, as -f- quick and powerful^ . 
Jharper than any tieo-edgedjivord, ana as pierc- 
'ing to the dividing afunder of [ml and fpirit^ 
f/nd as a dijcerner of the v^'ry inmofi thoughts 
fn.i -ntents of the heart j i. e. capable of reach- 
; g the corifcience, of purifying the heart, 
■ f i parating men from their long accuflom- 
. ! vices, and forming them into rhe love, the 
^ ' ■ ' "' ^ ■ liffc 
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Jifc and praflice of univerfal piety and good- 
ncfs, in order to train them up for eternal fal- 
vation in the kingdom and prefence of God, 
according to the fixed conflitution of God 
by Chrift, that if we have our fruit unto bo- 
linefsy the endjhall be life everl^ing. 

In the beginning of chrlftianity our apo- 
ftle, whom God employ'd to make manife^ 
the favour of bis knowledge amongft the Gen- 
tiles, had abundant reafon to cry out with 
triumph : It pleafed God to fave them tbat believii 
inafmuch as he was the inflrument of the 
providence and grace of God, to prevail 
with n^ultitudes amongft the Gentiles, to ac- 
cept of the falvation he offered them ; and 
becaufe the change in their religious and mo- 
ral behaviour was fuch, as excited the won- 
der of mankind in general, and the hatred 
and malice of thofe, who continued the in- 
veterate enemies of Chrift, both amongft the 
yews and Gentiles. St. jPau/ often fpeaks of 
his fuccefs, and the free courfe by which the 
word of God was'glorifed, with triumph and 
thankfutnefs to God ^ infomuch that in his 
time he could fay, that • it was gone into all the 
worlds and brought forth fruity i. e. had been 
preached to almoft alt nations, apd had every 
where made numerous converts j -f- opening 
men's eyes, turning tbem from darknefs to light, 
from the fower of fin and fatan to God:, that 
they might ferve the living and true God, re- 
■f«w the forgivenefs of fins, and an inheritance 
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apongji tbem_ fbat are fanBijied hy faith. And 
there are remains even in Heathen writers 
that coniirm the Apoflle's account ; both as 
to the number of converts to the rcHgion of 
Chrift, and the excellent nature of that 
change which their converHon produced in 
tliQni.. The tcftimony of Fliny, * in his letter 
y;), Trajan the emperor, is remarkable, and 
full to this point, who informs him j that the 
only fault or error of which the Chriftians 
ciould be convided was, that they Tung praifes 
i^ pbrift as a God amongft themfelves, oblig- 
ed themfelves by a facramcnt or oath, to comr 
ioit no wickednefs, thefts, robberies, or aduU 
teries, .to betray no truft, and to withhold 119 
^epofit; that there were many of every age, 
and. order, of both fexes, that were accur 
fed; that the towns and villages were inr 
feded with their fuperftition, that the tem- , 
pics of the gods were'almoft defolate, and that -^ 
there were few to buy the facrifices of the goda- ' 
And another, an ancient heathen, and a long 
while' an enemy to Chrift, about the end of 
the fccond century, reproaches the Chrlftiaos 
Jn tliefe terms, \ " You defpife our temple? 
« as fepulchres j you treat our gods with 
" indignity ; ypu deride all our facred rites j 
*• you contemn the honours and purples of 
•* our priefts. Why do you worfliip an invi- 
" fible, concealed God ? You have no altars, 
*' no' temples, no known images ; through 
*^ fear you abftain from fafhionable pleafurcs j 

" you 

• Epili. lib. jq. Epifl. 97. + Minut. Fel. cap, 8, 9. 1 !. 



f 3' r 

** you coftie not to our fpeftacIcB and pufc 
«' lick fhew8 ; you are prcfent at none of -our 
•* folemnities, at our publick feafts you are 
*.* abfent ; our facred games, the feafts we 
'* make on our facrifices, our libations upon 
*' our altars you abhor ; your heads ye do 
" not crown with flowers j your bodies not 
« perfume with ointments ; thefe you rcJ 
^' fervc for funerals, you deny garlands ta 
** your fepulchres, and on thcfe accounts arfl 
" worthy of our pity." Oh i how caufelcft 
was this pity! how truly honourable were 
thefe reproaches, to thofe who really deferr- 
ed them! How worthy of imitation was that 
fingularity, which was imputed to them is. 
their unhappinefs and crime! How clearly 
doth it demonflratQ the efficacy and power of 
the dodrine of Chrift over their hearts am^ 
Kvcs, the influence of their principles, and 
their fteadinefs to them ; the fan^ty of their 
manners, and their real falvation from die 
idolatries of the world, and the numerons 
torroptions of the times In which they liycd J 
Atid let me add^apon this head : 

That all thofe, who. in our own times, 
are brought to the belief and obedience of 
the gofpel, are fubftantial proofs of the effi- 
cacy of ^c doflrine of Chrift, and that it 
is the power of God to their fahation. And 
indeed Cbrift is the fame yejlerd(^, to-day, and 
for evermore. The principles of his religion 
are eternal and immutable truths, and have 
ftili their e^i^al facred infiuenoc and ten^ 
•' ■' dency. 
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icncy. The motives to repentance and con-* 
vcrfion, which his gofpel offers, retain their 
native intrinGck weight and efficacyi and will 
coQvince and fave men to the end of iime> 
if they receive, and heartily attend to them* 
The woribip it prefcribes, and the duties of 
piety and virtue which it enforces, are rcafon- 
able in their nature, cannot but be acceptable 
to the greatefl and befl of beings, and muft 
gain the approbation and efleem of all who 
are acquainted with them } and on all thefe 
^counts the gofpel of our Lord is, in its 
whole contlitution, the moft powerful and 
certain means of faving thofc who believe it 
from every dcftruflivc practice, and prepar- 
ing them for, and rendring them finally par- 
takers of eternal falvation. And whofoever 
haih learnt of Cbrift, and been taught tbe 
truth as it is in bim ; hath been prevented 
&om entring into the criminal pradices of the 
world, or recovered from them by the in- 
fluence of his word and fpirit, and effedually 
perfuaded by the grace of his gofpel to live 
a Jober^ righteous and godly life ; all fuch are 
become wife in the moft eHenttal points of 
knowledge, and to them Cbrifl is aSiualhf 
made of God, wifdom, rigbteoufnefs, JanSiifica* 
tion and eternal redemption. They arc a con- 
tinued evidence of the great excellency of 
the gofpel fcheme, that it is ftill owned and 
fucceeded by God, and that the means which 
he hath appointed to convey the knowledge 
o/ ic, and render, it efieftugil to promote tha 
iaWation 
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filvation of the world, are worthy the pro* 
vifion of his wifdom, and well adapted to 
anfwer the end, he dcfigned to fecure by the 
ufe of them. And this leads us to the third 
general head^ 

111. Which is to inquire, what this me- 
thod was, by which it pleafed God to favs 
them that believe. It pUaJed God by preach- 
ing to fave tbem that beUeve^ What the wife 
man could not eifeft by his wirdom, nor 
the fcribe by his learning, nor the difputei' 
by his fkill in cootroverfy, nor human philc* 
fophy by her inftru£tions, God in his infinite 
wifdom accompltlhed, by preaching falvatioa 
through a crucified Saviour. He iirft fent 
his Son into the world, as a teacher of divine 
truth, and a preacher of righteoufnefs; and 
afterwards commiffioned the Apoftles of 
Chrift to the fame facred employment, fend- 
ing them amongft mankind, as his melTcngers 
and heralds, for fo the original word, we ren- 
der preachers, properly fignifies, to proclaina 
his will, to inl^ru<5): men in his truth, to 
recover them from their fins, to raife thetn 
to a fpiritual and divine life, and call them to 
the inheritance of everlatliing bleilednefs. 
preaching was the original method of pro- 
pagating chriflianity, and the elTeptial charac- 
teriHIck of an apoft9lick and primitive bi- 
ihop ; and if there was, as I think, there was 
a difference In dignity and flation, between 
the bifbops and cld(^ of the church, it was 
£ tbis) 
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this i that the biihops * fed the flock of GoJ, 
and took the over^ght thereof ^ and became en- 
fampUs to it. Thcfe were they, who becaufe 
-f- they u-ere over tbem in the Lord, and admo~ 
nijhed tbem, iiere to be efieemed very highly 
in love for their works fake-, and who, becaufe 
they I laboured in the uord and doSirine were 
efpecially to be counted worthy of double honour. 
Even the veryApofttesthcmfelveswere ordained 
by Chrift, II that he might fend them forth to 
preach; and though they AifFered fhame for 
his name, they ceafed not daily in the temple, 
and in every houfe § to teach and preach Je- 
fm Chrift. The great Apoftlc of the Gen- 
tiles, St. Fatd declares of himfelf, that he 
was not fent to baptize, ** but to preach the 
gofpel; that a neceflity was laid upon him to 
do it, and fays : IVoe to me, if I preach 
not the gofpel. And on this account he mag- 
nifies the grace of God towards himfcif, that 
-|"^ to him, who was lefs than the kafl of all faints, 
this favour was granted, that he fjould preach 
to the Gentiles the mfearchahle riches of Cbriff, 
And in his exhortation to Timothy, he folemn- 
ly charges hrm before God, and the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, who fhall judge the quick and the 
dead, J J preach the word, be inftant infeafon^ 
out of feafon, i. e, take every opportunity, 
whether ftatcd or occafional, to preach the 
gofpel ; and it was by this means that the 
nations were delivered from ignorance, idola- 
try, 

•iPet.v. 3, J. t-i ThefT.v. ij. ^ i Tim. v. .1 7. 
\ Mark m. 14. J Afl. v. 42, •• 1 Cor, ir. 16. ' -ft Efi.iii.' 
8. XX zTim. iv. 1, 3, " 
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try, and the power of darknefs^ tranjlate4 
into the kingdom of Gotts dear Son, and made 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
faints in light. 

And how well fuited is this method of 
preaching to the nature of men, and thofe 
reafonable powers and feculties, which God 
hath beilowed on them ? Inllrudlion is the 
fource of knowledge, and the inlet to all ufe- 
ful and important truth. It is what opens 
the mind, draws attention, ezercifes and en- 
larges the capacities of men, furnilhes thoughts, 
awakens refleflion, conveys evidence, creates 
convidion, and is abfolutely n^ceflary Co all va- 
luable improvements in every ufcful part of 
fcience. It is efpecially requifife to religious 
knowledge, to cultivate the mind by principles 
of truth, and the difpolitions of piety and 
virtue ; to direft men's fears, and infpire them 
with hopes j to fix their rcfolutions, and ani- 
mate their endeavours ; and in a word, to 
form them into juftice, humanity, a divine 
nature, and every thing that is truly excellent 
and praife-worthy. And eafy as the know- 
ledge of true religion and virtue may feem, 
and however ufelefs preaching or inftruftioo. 
may be thought by the wife men and philofo- 
phers of the prefent age, who boaft of tha 
divine perfeiflion and fufficiencyof reafon, and 
treat revelation as a ufelefs provifioa for their 
itiformation and inftruifiion ; yet the whole 
hiftory of mankind fhews the folly of fuch 
an imagination \ and the circumflances in 
£ Z which 
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which men are born, and generally educated 
find brought up, abundantly prove, that the 
whole welfare, dignity, happinefs and ufefuU 
nefs of life, in great mcafure, depend on the 
early culture and formation of the mind by 
)cind and prudent, and faithful leiTons of true 
wifdom and knowledge j without which men 
rauft, without a miracle, grow up wholly 
fenfual and brutal, and without any other guide 
or rule of their aftions but their paffions and 
appetites. And therefore there can be no 
reafonable objeflion againft the propriety of 
this method of acquainting them with the 
gofpel of_,Chrift j becaufe preaching, which 
is nothing but inftru<aion, is the natural way 
of learning men truth, removing their pre-. 
judices, and bringing them to approve the 
doflrincs and precepts of pure and undefiled 
religion ; and indeed they have no other way 
of receiving knowledge, or being made wife to 
falvation but this. For whether men are pub- 
lickly inftru(3ed in the church, or in their own 
pr oth?rs houfes, it is ftill preaching, without 
any other difference, but that the one is pub- 
lick, and the other private preaching; or if 
(hey read the writings and books of others, 
they are as really preached and dictated to by 
thole authors, though in a filent manner, as 
though they were to preach and diiihte to 
them by word of mouth. And the inftruc- 
tton of the church hath this preference, that 
}ar^ nuinbers are equally capblc of attend* 
ing 
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iog' it,' and many, who can have inflrufllon 
■no other way. I would add : 

That preaching, or inftrudtion in righte- 
ournefG and truth, is peculiarly fuitable to the 
nature of the gofpel difpenfation j which is 
ao appeal to the reafon -and confcicnces of 
mankind, and was originally intended to be 
-made known and propagated by perrualioQ 
-and argument, and the gentle methods of con- 
■vidtion and intreaty. Impofture, which hath 
nothing of intrinfick excellency to recom- 
mend itfelf, nor divine authority to fopport it, 
naturally hath rccourfe to artifice and fraud, 
to difguife or concealment, or to forccand 
violence, to fupply the want of evidence, and 
.compel men to fubmit to her. But the gof- 
pcl of Chrift utterly difclajms all fuch me- 
thods as thefe, •a:alks not in crajtinefs^ but 
renounces with abhorrence the hidden things of 
diflionefly ; hath nothing, and wifiies and 
wants nothing, but its own native truth and 
excellency to recommend it ; fecks only for 
•converts, by approving itfelf to every man's con- 
fcience in the fight of God, and perfuading 
ihem, by that full evidence which it fets be- 
fore them, that its original is truly divine, 
end that it is their duty and tntereft willingly 
to fubmit to the power and, condudl of it. 

If initrudion and perfualion fail, chriilta- 
nity hath no other methods of making pro- 
felites, but condemns and forbids all meafures, 
that worldly policy can fuggeft, or human 
power and terror can praflife, to promote its 
intereft. 
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interefl, and enlarge the number of its admi' 
rers and converts. So cautious was our Apo- 
flle of propagating the do6trlne of the gofpel, 
by any means that might feem to reflect on, 
or make others in the lead fufpcd its divine 
original ; that he would not preach it with ex- 
cellency of fpeecb, or the enticitig words of man's 
tBifdom; did not in his language affed the 
fublime, nor drefs up the doctrines he preact»> 
ed in the laboured ornaments of human elo- 
quence and oratory ; that the faith of thofe he 
preached to might not fiand in the ivifdom rf 
men, but appear to be the effedl of the power 
of God, manifefted in that demonftration of 
the Jpirit, by which the preaching a crucified 
Saviour was continually attended. Much lefs 
did he recommend fecular methods, worldly 
emoluments, or penalties, to rear up the chri- 
ftian church in its infancy, or fecurc her do- 
minion and authority, when grown up to her 
full maturity J becaufe he well knew, that all 
means of this kind were abfolutely unnatural, 
could not create rational conviftion, nor pro- 
duce in men that faith, which is neceflary to 
render them acceptable believers in Chrift, 
and intide them to everlafting falvation by 
him. And whenever they enter into the com- 
munion of any chriftian church, merely thra' 
the allurements of temporal advantages, or 
the terrors of fecular punifhments, they are fo 
far converts upon very difhonourablc terms, 
both to themfelves, and the church to which 
they reconcile themfelves ; and it is ofhtdc 
con- 
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confequencc to true religion, and wife men, 
who lofcs, or who gains them. The only 
profelytes to any church, that are worth hav- 
ing, or dprying in, are men of fteady ho- 
nour and integrity ; who will neither make 
merchandifc of their principles for profit, nor 
fink them through ftiame or fear ; who arc 
what they profefs to be, from convi^ion of 
judgment, and the force of evidence, and con- 
tinue ftedfall and immoveable in their princi- 
ples and pradiice, in fpite of all temptations to 
difguifc and defert them; and we may aflure 
ourfelves, that all attempts to propagate chri- 
ftianity, befides the original one of preaching 
to, and endeavouring in Chriji's Jiead to bc- 
feech, to perfuade, and prevail with men to 
embrace it, are falfe and fpurious, and have 
not the leafl fliadow of warrant from divine 
revelation. If, after all that we can do by 
preaching and inftruftion, the go/pel he bid, 
it is bid to them that are loft. It is at their 
own peril they rejeift it j and if our perfuafions 
will not prevail with them to become recon- 
ciled to God, we are to commit the caufe to 
him, who judges righteouHy. All that is left 
us is, to pity and pray for them -, and if our 
fpiritual weapons fail, we have no commiflion 
to have recourfe to carnal ones, and they are, 
of all others, the moft improper we can make 
life of. 

And indeed we want none of them. For 
when the Gofpel is preached in its original 
fimplicity, when the doSrines of it are right- 
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1y explained, and impartially Hated ; when 
the evidences of its truth are meekly and fairly 
reprefented ; and the great motives to believe 
and obey it, derived from the promifes and 
threatnings of the Goipel, are held up to mens 
view in their proper importance, and warmly 
imprcffcd on their confcienccs ; it will carry 
its weight, and, through the concurrence of 
the blcffing of God, evu-n now have its efFe(5t 
upon all finccre and well-difpofed minds, as It 
bad upon its firft publication. 

It is not indeed to be expefled, that our 
preaching ftould be always fuccefsful. Even 
with refpefl to our Lord, who /pake as never 
man didy there were many who did not believe 
bis report-, and the people, he immediately 
came to, reje^cd and clamoured him to the 
crofs. And as to his Apoftles, who preached 
under the demonftration of the Spirit, their 
preaching was treated with contempt, as fool- 
ilbnefs, and thcmfelves perfecuted with an ' 
implacable hatred. And there will be men 
in all ages, in whofe account our o6ice, as 
preachers, will be vile, and by whom the 
whole gofpel-fcheme will be looked on as 
abfurd, and treated with ridicule and fcorn. 
But thefe things ought not to move us. fVif' 
dom will Jinally bejuftijied of all her children. 
We know the characters of the men, who 
difdain to fubmit to the Gofpel, and to have 
any thing to do with the preachers of it ; the 
proud and infolent, the vain and conceited, the 
ignorant and blind, the fons of luxury anj 
"plcafurc. 
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-pleafure^ the profane and profligate; in 1 
word, alt thole heroes and worthies, that 
are too wife to be taught of God, are 
hardened in wickcdnefs, are grown inca- 
pable of repentance, are infenfible to the fair- 
eft and fullefl evidence, are out of the reach 
of convii^ion, and fitted in their difpohtioa 
|nd charaifter for final deftrudion. From 
men of this cail we expert no fricndihip. 
But let them go on. They will fooner or later 
find this tbeir way is tbeir folly, by metliods of 
conviflion, too ftrong for them poflibly to re- 
fid. Others will be found, who will judgs 
more impartially, and a£l with greater can- 
dour and prudence. The meek and humble, 
the thoughtful and ferious, the honcft and 
impartial, the friends of religion^ and the lo- 
vers of virtue J In a word, ihofe who have a 
due reverence for Ood, a juH fenfe of the im- 
perfeift corrupted ftate of human nature, who 
wiH) for an intire reftoration to the image 
and favour of God, and have a wife fo- 
Ikltude and concern for their own falvation j 
chefe, we may juftly hope, will never defpifc 
pS for our -works fake^ nor caft contempt on 
the melTage we deliver them from the word 
of God. Thcfe properly come within the 
reach of the gofpel-call, and our miniftry j by 
(hefe inftrudion will be attended to, they will 
examine, and judge, as wife men, whether 
the gofpel-reports are reafonable in them- 
felvcs, worthy of God, and fuitable to their 
oVvn .condition, as ^ying craatures, and ob- 
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noxiou<i offenders j and having no intereft n6( 
to be convinced, nor too much wifdom to 
imagine that they need no inllruftion from the 
God of wifdom, nor credulity enough to be-* 
lievc that they can fave thcmfelves without 
the aid and grace of God, and that the gofpd 
of ChriH: can contribute nothing to their falvt- 
tton ; thi y will, as the effeft of their inquiryi 
cfteem the knowledge of Chrirt to be the 
moft defirable and important, regard with fe- 
rioufnefs ihofe inftru<^ons, that may beft iok- 
torove them in it, and confider and attend the 
. preaching of the gofpel as an inftitution of 
Chrift, di fiT:ned by him to build them up Ifi 
faith and liuSinefs, and prepare them for the fi- 
nal commendation and acceptance of tbdr 
Lord and Mafler. Let us then, 

IV. In the laft place, inquire into the na- 
ture and caufes of that feverc cenfure, which 
the wife men and philofophers patTed upon 
this method, which it pleafed God to make 
ufe of for the falvation of mankind. It plea' 
fed God, by the JooUJhnefs of preaching, tofavt 
tbem that believe. I fcarce need put you in 
Inind, that when the Apoftle fpeaks of tbh 
foolijknefs of preaching, he doth not fpeak of 
what he thought it to be, or what it was re- 
ally in itfelf ; but of what it was in the opinion 
and eftimation of thote, who were wife after 
the fUJh ; men of perverted judgments, and 
fenfual difpofitions, who could relifh nothing 
that Was • contrary to their prtjudices, the 
fyftems 
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^flems of philosophy they bad adopted, an^ 
tfae iDterefts and pleafures of the prefent life. 
Though Cljrift crucified was unto tie Jews a 
Jhtrnhk^grt^^i tfn(/ unto the Greekifoolijhnefs^ 
yet to. them that were called, who underftood 
fud believed, Cbrifi teas the power of Go4, 
ftnd the wifkm of God i they eftcemcd the 
method of falvatioQ by the crofs of Chrift a wUe 
9ppc»Dtment, and found it effectual to recover 
them to knowledge, virtue and eternal happi- 
nefs. And the Apoftle exprefsly declares, 
that in his preaching * be /poke the wijdom of 
Gody % really divine phllofophy, as he decla- 
red to them the counfels and decrees of God's 
eternal wifdom, revealed to him by that fpirit 
§ which fiarcbetb alltbings^ even the deep things, 
or the hidden purpofes of God. And indeed 
there is nothing that more evidently difco- 
vers the condufl of the divine wifdom, than 
-|he bringing about fo wonderful a change in 
Ithe moral ftate and condition of the world, by 
n^ans, to all human probability, Co unlikely 
afid incapable of effeding it, and which the 
gjcat and mighty, the wife and learned gene- 
rally treated with fovereign contempt and 
icof n ; fo that the Apoille had good realon to 
iay ; that j| the foolijhnefi of God was wifer than 
fte$, find the weakneji of God ftronger than 
WKH i i. e, that that method of God to reform 
and favQ the world, which Jews and Gentiles 
^emed folly and weaknefs, was capable of 
Fa t{. 

i* iCar.ii.7.> ^ ^ IVi4.ver.8. U i Cor. i. 15. 



tSe&.\ng, what the united wifdora and power 
of mankind were never able to accomplifti. 

It is true, that preachiiig may be fo mana- 
ged, as properly to merit the charafler of fool- 
jflincfs, and dcfervedly to. excite the ridicula, 
and contempt of mankind. When perfons 
preach cither their paffiqns, or their party; 
their power, or intereft ; when they enter into 
dark or whimfical fpcculations, or ieacb tbi 
doSlrinei of men infteadofthe truths and c&m- 
wandmenti of God by Chrirt; when they re- 
commend for chriftianity mere principles with* 
out morality, or bare morality without prin- 
ciples, or empty ceremonies in the room of 
real vital religion and godlinefa \ when they 
affirm without proof, and require to be believ- 
ed without convidion ; when they indulge to 
great improprieties in the exprcflions they ufe, 
or the manner of their preaching ; in. theic and 
the like cafes, it is not to be wondered at, that 
fhe wifer part of mankind (hould be oifendedj 
jince wirdom can never approve of foliy, op 
truth of falfehood, or decency of what is un* 
teconjing, nor the goodncfs of the matter al- 
ter the nature of an impertinent and ridiculous 
ipanner of delivering it. But in this fenfe the 
preaching of the Apoftles was far from fool- 
f(hne(si they preached not themfelves but 
Chrift, not their own paflions, but the truth 
pf Chrift in fobrictyj they reafoned, they con- 
vinced by argument, they fpake with gravity, 
as became the oracles of God j and if they 
))ad any dcfet^s, in the aianber of their deli. 
very, 
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^ery> as St. Paul Teems- to have bad, ttof 
were natural, and not acquired, not from art 
and affection ; and the truth and good ienfe 
-which they delivered made an ample amends 
-for this difadvantage, and prevented any rea- 
ibnable difguft that might arife from it. 

The reafon therefore why the world aC' 
counted the preaching of the Gofpel foolUb- 
nefs, was not that the dodrine of it was in^ 
credible orfalfe, or the preaching it an impro- 
per method to demonftrate and propagate tbe 
truth of it, or the manner in which our A- 
'poftle preached was fantaftick and ridiculous; 
but arofe from their own unreafonable pceja- 
dices, the vicious taHe that prevailed amongft 
them,' and.becaufeithad nothing in it to gra- 
tify their pride; was intirely distent from all 
thofe fpeculatlons, in which all the feverai 
-fchools ofphilofopby bad been long conver- 
fant, and becaufe it wanted that culture, and 
elegance, and thofe graces of language and 
expreflion, without which nothing to them 
could be perfua£ve and grateful. Tiif Greeks 
Jcugbt after wifdom j fome fuch fort of phi- 
lolophical fubjeds and difputes, with which 
the fcveral feds amufed themielves and others, 
and in which they placed the very quintefience 
of tcue underftanding and wifdom j fomething 
from the Platonicky Stoick, or Epictp-am 
fchools 3 fome curious fpeculations about the 
nature of the gods, divination, fate, liberty. 
Certainty, fccpticifm, mythology, natural can^ 
Tes, and fucb like futgeds, that bad long oc- 
cupied 
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cii|>ied their attention, and which were the 
eoly ODet they had any tafte or reli(h for, and 
wfakh alone they thought deferved their ftudjr 
or regard. In this fituation of mind, 

Tbey muft oecefiarily eileem the very doo- 
trine of the cro& itfelf toolilhnefe, ao idle ro- 
manticlc ilory, deftitute of foundation, and 
unworthy to be believed. They could not 
apprehend, how one who was condeoincd 
and crucified as a malefat^or, and died in fucb 
circumftances of ignominy and pain, could 
be the author of falvation to others, w apt- 
fmnted ta judge the world in rigbteoufwji. 
And as to the refurredion from the dead^ they 
'«fteemed it as a thing impoffihit for God (0 
cfied, or not defirable if poffible ; and treat- 
ed k with modcery and fcorn at ^£#m, when 
the ApoAle preached it to them ; wd ima- 
-gined, 'wbat wiii ibis kabUr fay, was a fufiict- 
cst anfwer to every thii^ he could urge on 
inch fubjefto as thcfe. But h^ein they gave 
no great proof- of their fuperior wifdom. 
For had they attended to the innocence and 
diji^ity of our Saviour's cfaaradixr, the excel- 
lency of his dodrine, the miracles of his life^ 
indifae injuftice and wickednefs of hiscruci- 
£xioB; had they confidered that the famp 
power tA God, which originally formed man 
• living creature out of the duft of the earthy 
-vas equally able to recover him from the 
4af»e duft to a new life, and that the refui^ 
-redion taught by t^e ApoAle, was not a r^ 
-^tirre^pB tp a 'f<;cond ^ailand oocruptibip 
: . iblte 
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Hate of being, but to immortality artel glory } 
their objei^ions againll chriftianity would' in- 
ftanlly have loft their force, they would have 
no longer cenfured the dodtrine of the crofs ai 
foolilh or incredible, but have embraced it as 
ft divine truth, and eileemed it as a h\th' 
ful faying, and worthy of all acceptation, iiat 
Cbrift came into the world to fove finners. And 
though they might have reafonably concludcf!. 
that a real malefatAor, juftly executed for his 
crimes, could never be appcMntcd the Saviour 
of finners ; yet as they had even at jitbens, 
in Socrates, an inftance of a great and wife 
and good mans beii^ put to death, for preach- 
ing up doflrines offenfive to the prqudices of 
the people, and the religion of the ftate; it 
was eafy to fee, that an innocent, God-like 
perfon, put to death by wicked hands, and 
raifed up from death by the power of God, 
ftnd advanced to a ftate of glory, in vindication 
of his innocence, and as the reward of his 
fulfcrings, was every way worthy to be 
believed and trufled in as Saviour and Lord. 
< The circumftance^ and chafa^ers of the 
perfons, who were employed r> pteach this 
dodrine, farther prejudiced them againft: it, 
and made them treat both them and it with 
contempt and fcprn. They were in poverty 
&nd ftraits, of mean and fervile employments, 
without any advantages of birth, family, for- 
tune, or education, had little or no.bumati 
ieaming, no titles -to diftinguifh them, no in- 
tereft tef -of Counteminee from the rich and 
^ learned 
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learircd to recommend and fupport them, tnd 
that might fecond, and give weight to their 
ioilruftions. On Aich as thefe the Scribes and 
Pharifees, and learned dodlors of the "Jewijb 
law, looked down with conrempt. And as 
to the polite Greeh, they could look upon 
the Apoftles as nothing better than Barbarians^ 
who fcarce underftood their language, had 
never been converfant in the writings of their 
philofophers, got their bread by labouring 
with their own hands, and appeared to be a> 
mongAthe meancd and lowcfl of the people. 
It was no wonder then, that elated and 
conceited with the opinion they had of 
their own merit, and the' high eftimati^ 
on they were in with the people, they fhould 
ufc the Apoftles with fcorn, treat their pre- 
tences to a divine miflion wirh ridicule, and 
laugh at them as vain and idle projedtors, for 
attempting to correal the errors, and refortn 
the rites of religion, that were of long ftand- 
ing, and had univerfatly prevailed; and thus 
' fetting themfelves up for wifer and greater 
jnen, than all the ancient fages and lawgivers, 
who had efta^ifhed the ritual of their religion] 
and than all their moft celebrated prieds, wor-r 
thies and philofophers, who univcrfally com- 
plied with it. 

^ But though the Apoftles had moft of them 
little or no advantage from learning and educa- 
tion i' cfpecially froGi that learning, which was 
of the higheft eftimation amongft . the Gen- 
tileS] and therefore could not fet off the doc- 
■ " trine 
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ttine they taught with that art and eloqilertce, 
that might have rendered it fomewhar more 
palatable and refpedlable to the world } though 
they were in nectiHiies, opprefled and perfe- 
cuted ; yet this was no argument againft the 
.'truth of their doiftrine, nor any reafon for not 
giving it a fair attention. Amongft theyea;- 
tfl) prophets Amoi was an hcrdfman, and moH: 
of them were hated and perfecuted by the peo- 
ple. Socrates amongft the Greeh was a poof 
man, and ilandered and murthered for his ve- 
ry excellences i and BpiSittus, amongft tha 
RomanSy had been in the wretched and dcfpi- 
cable condition of a flave, Hved in perpetual 
poverty, and was fo deftitutc of the conveni- 
ences of life, that in his cottage at Rome he 
had nothing elfe but his bed and pillow, that 
be lay on. But was their philofophy ever tha 
worfe for their poverty i Or would any maii 
of common fenfe objed, they could not bp 
wife or honeft men, becaufe they were not 
rich ones? If the circumRances of the Apo-> 
illes were mean, and they were men of no 
education, and yet taught a more excellent re- 
ligion and morality, than the learned indruc- 
tors of thoir own nation, fhould it not have 
been inquired : Whence bad tbefe men all {bit 
wifJam ? And if they fuffijred for what th^ 
preached, the natural inference was, that they 
were themiblves fincere, and believed the 
Aiingsthey fpakc j and that therefore «^at 
they taught deferved attention, and demanded 
t wry ierious and-impvlial exaouoatioD, bcr 
•jb-:. . G fore 
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fore it was cenfund and rcjefled as foHjr; 
Truth and virtue are not the poflcflion of the 
rich and learned only, nor are they ever the 
lefs amiable and facred, because they appear 
not in the habit of human philofophy, and 
have not the charms of oratory to recom- 
mend them. They are lovely in themfclves» 
without any foreign ornaments to fet them off, 
and wife and good men will behold them 
with admiration, and liften to their inftru^U- 
ons, whatever be the external condition of 
thofe who place them in their view, and pre- 
fent them with the opportunity of knowing 
and converftng with them ; and the prejudices 
that men cntej tain againft either, merely be- 
caufe the circumftances of thofe, whom pro- 
vidence employs in fpreading the knowledge of 
them amongft others, are not fuch as fuit 
the pride and vanity of worldly men, arc ab» 
folutely unreafonable in themfelves, and cri- 
minal in the fight of God, And in this the 
divine wifdom and power eminently difplayed 
themfelves, that though Chrift crucified was 
thus to the Jews a Jiumbling-block, and to tbe 
Greeks foolifljtiefs, yet he fiipported the doftrinc. 
Contemptible as it was efteemed, and violently - 
as it was oppofed, till it became the doftrine 
of the world j fubdued empires and kingdoms 
to its belief, triumphed over all the poweris of 
darknefs, and introduced that change of prin- 
ciple, religion and morals, throughout moft 
of the nations of the known world, which 
human wifdom never could do in any one 
iingle 
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£ngle nation, where it tried its utmoft force> 
and appeared with all the advantages that 
learning, wit, and oratory could procure it. 
Here wc may cry out with the apoftle : -f O 
the dfptb of the riches both of the -wifdom and 
knowledge of God f How unfearcbabU are hts , 
Judgments, and his ways paftjinding out. Froia 
what hath been faid we may infer : 

I. That it is not generally owing to any fu- 
perior wifdom, that men count the preaching 
of the doiHirines of the gofpel foolifhnefs, and 
treat all publick inftruftion in chriflian piety 
and virtue, with negligence and contempt; 
Suppoling that the perfons, who allow them* 
felves in this liberty, ihould be the exceeding 
wife perfons they apprehend themfelves to be, 
and do really know as much as any of tbofe, 
who call themfelves preachers or minifters, do ; 
yet furely they do not imagine that all the reft 
of mankind are quite as wife as themfelves. 
If they are above inftruition, many others may 
not be fo, but may have a great deal of need 
of having the principles of religion explained ■ 
to them, and being informed what is theic 
duty towards God and man. And methinks 
benevolence and humanity fhould lead them to 
countenance publick inftru^fpn for the iake of 
others, if they (hould not want it themselves. 
Befides, the wifcft of men do not always 
think of what they know, and are not fome- 
times fo good as one would wi{h them to be ; 
and if they can get no information by preach* 
G 2 ing, 

' t Rom. li. 33. 
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ing, they may at leaft be put in mind of whrt 
they have forgot, and have thofe good things 
brought to their remembrance, the recolleAiort 
of iwhich may be of very great advantage Id 
them, and help them to pafs through life with 
greater innocence and dignity. ^. 

• But to fay the truth, they who, generally 
fpeaking, exclaim moft againft preaching ihf 
gofpel, as an unncceffary and foohili thing, 
knd wholly abfent themfelves from the inftruc- 
tions of the houfe of God, have given very 
few convincing proofs, that they have been 
blelTed with that fuperior knowledge, with 
\frhlch they feem to plume themfelves, or that 
they have any defire to excel others in their 
religious and moral attainments. In ancient 
thnes, to fay nothing of the prefent, the phir 
Idfophers and fages, who attained to the high- 
eft reputation for wifdom, were men of clofo 
application, laborious (ludy, abAraded almoft 
ijrorr. the common cmpIoymentB of life, whofd 
proper bufinefs was the purfuit of knowledge^ 
who- carefully read the moft celebrated writers^ 
travelled in purfuit of wifdom, and converfed 
tvith the wiicft and beft of men they could 
meet with, in the feveral parts of the world 
through which tHfey journeyed. But who are 
thoie peerlefs wift men in our times, who looJs 
down with fuch fovereign contempt upon all 
publick inftruflion, and thoCe whofe office 
and defire it is to improve others by giving it i 
1 appeal to the whole world, whether it is n.pt 
geiTCtally the young and unexperienced, per- 
fons 
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ions in the dawn of life, who have been tred 
up from children in pleafare or ftcular em- 
ploymentE, who have never had leifure and 
opportunity for much enquiry, who have never 
been able to make any impartial judgment^ in 
the great articles in which they pretend to 
determine, who have never converted with 
men wifcr than themlelves, who have never 
had time or learningenough to read thofd diin^, 
which they ought to be acquainted with, bt- 
forc ever they can with integrity reject the gof- 
pel, or pronounce the preaching it to be fbol- 
ilhnefs i Yea, are they not fuch, as know almoft 
nothing, but what they have colIc<^ed Ffo^i the 
conversation of unprincipled men, flnd^» few 
books, written on one fide of the queO-ion onl);, 
and written on purpofe to lo^ with difHcukies 
principles that cannot be difpro^vcd, and to 
conceal the evidenceof thett^ by turnieg (^ the 
mind from the pofitive proofs, atfendiog. tbera^ 
and ftarting objediqns, merely to.entaeglt and 
confound, to create uncertainty and doabt^ add 
prevent the poflibility of all rational cqnvWlioh^ 
Thus furnithed, they mode fllycommcEiCe aunt's 
in fcience, and before they have Well bbguti 
life, attain to that perfe^i<>n pf wifdoip, frhich 
others have been purfuingthrougha long, U^ 
borious courfe of ftudy ; intrepidly reject; doc^ 
trines as abfurd and grounrijefs, aimoit l>y In^ 
tuition, or fome kind or pther.of futj^eij'ih^ 
fpiration, which others of learning, and con*- 
ieffcdly of great judgment in fludieftff,rfie 
moit fev^re and critical na;ti;ire,. bav^^ aft^r tb* 
i mofl 
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tnoft fcrious examination, judged both to be 
true, and of infinite importance ; thus be- 
coming at once wifcr than the beft inftrudlors, 
aod turning their backs upon all of them in 
general, not only as an ufelefs, but as an en- 
ihufiaflkk, bigntted^ interefted fet of men, 
that dcfervc no countenance or regard. Thus 
it is to be wife betimes, and thcfe the efFcds of 
this kind of inftinftivc knowledge, fo hap- 
pily gained by our modern choice fpirits, -with- 
out the pains of ftudy, or the drudgery of long 
and laborious enquiry. I Ihall only add, that 
the religion and morals of thefe extraordinary 
perfons aretoogenerally asconfpicuous and emi- 
nent, as their attainments in knowledge and wis- 
dom ; and that they give the fulled proofs, that 
they efteem the doctrines of the gofpel and the 
preaching them foolifhnefs, becaufe they hate 
the reftraints of what they count fuperAition,, 
are too wife to defire to become righteous over 
mucbj and too prudent to be made uneafy in 
thofe liberties of life, which their principles of 
philofophy lead them to indulge. But, 

II. Let us, who are engaged in this facred 
icrvice of preaching the di.dtrines of the gof- 
pel, be chearful and diligent in the difcharge 
of our duty, nor iever be perfuaded to de*- 
-fert it, by any worldly or lucrative confider- 
atio'ns whatfoever. It is a good and an honour- 
able office, and when executed with care, 
fidelity, and prudence, will be uleful to fociety, 
comfortable to ourfelves, and acceptable to 
God. I do not concern myfelf with the con- 
troveriy 
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. iroverfy about the indelibility of the office- But 
this I will venture to fay j that when ooceaoy 
perfon hath foleoinly taken upon hioifelf the 
goCpel miniilry, hath publickly declared his 
purpofe of devoting himfcif to it, and been 
folemnly recommended to God for his bleffing 
in the fervice, in confequence of fuch a de- 
claration ; there ought to be fome very firiking, 
and more than ordinary reafon. for his after 
deferting it. If men, by bodily indifpofitions, 
are rendered incapable of performing with 
fafety the duties of this ilatioo, this feems to 
be a providential difpenfation, and the will of 
God mud be acqulefced in. But I Ihould 
.think, that to a rightly difpofed mind, even 
fuch a difmifljon from fo good a work would 
be attended with fome degree of uneafinefs 
and pain. And if I judge right, there is a de- 
licacy of behaviour that is peculiarly necedary, 
and naturally expeded from perfons in fuch 
A Etuation } and when they maintain the dig- 
nity of their former charadtcrs by an exem- 
{>lary piety, do not enter into thofe liberties of 
ife, nor eagerly purfue thofe aniufements and 
pleafurcs, they have formerly cautioned others 
againft ; when they maintain an inviolable and 
.cordial friendfliip towards thofe, in whofe la- 
bour and fervice in the gofpel they have been 
.companions, do not entirely defert that com- 
munion which they themfelves have been the 
inftruments of maintaining, as though they 
.were afhamed of, or are afraid of being re- 
.proachediot it, or for the fake of ingratiating 
them- 



( S6 ) ' 

rhemrelvM with thofc, who may dcCp'ifc qt 
condemn it, nnd fhew by their own examples 
that they (till prcferve an honourable efleem 
for the lolemn fervices of divine worfhipi 
fuch an exaiftnefs and prudence of behaviour 
pvery wife man of every party will juftify, it 
will fcaire the opinion of their integrity in 
the miniftry, whilft providence continued them 
in it, ba attended with the moft comfortahle 
rcBedtions of their own minds, and fecure the 
approbation of God and man. But if mcii 
difmifs themfelves from the miniftry they have 
undertaken, through feigned or trivial caufcs, 
or merely for the fake of fecular advantages^ 
and behave with indecency, and without any 
regard to their former ftations and characters ; 
(he world will make the proper refleflions 
on fuch a condudt, and they mufl beleft to th^ 
feelings of their own minds, and the future 
impartial judgment of God. But fuch exam- 
ples as thefe, my brethren, (hould be fo fat 
from moving us, or rendring us uneafy in our 
miniOry, that they (hould confirm our refoliir 
tions of abiding in it, whild God continues 
the ability of doing it. A confident charac- 
ter is always an honourable one, if founded in 
ufefulnefs and virtue ; and let who will count 
the preaching of the crofs foolifhnefs, yet if 
God makes us the inftruments of his power 
and grace, in bringing men to the knowledge 
9nd obedience of his Son, jt will prove the 
wlfdom of our refolutJon, it wi|t be doing us 
the high$ft honour, and fecure us finally that 
•cdimifacndation of good and faithful fervantSt 
iiom 
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ftorti the great Lord and Governor of t\i6, 
ehriftian church, that will abundantly recom-'' 
pence us for the contempt and cenfures we. 
may undergo, for our fidelity to our truft, and. 
repay with the richeft advantages our perfe-, 
verance in the labour and work of the Lord.: 
However let me add : , 

. III. That as preachers of the doarine of 
'the crofs, we fliould be extremely careful tO; 
avoid every thing, that may expofs our minif-. 
try to contempt} and the doftrine wo preach- 
to the defervcd charge of fooli/bnefs. If in- 
deed men will be offended, becaufe we preach 
what we apprehend to be the neceiTary and, 
peculiar doi^rines of chriftianity, in this I think 
we ifaould not gratify them, nor omit to indfl. 
on thele things, with moderation and pru- 
dence, merely to efcape their cenfures and re- 
proach on this account. Cbrt/i the wifdom and 
power of God J fhould be the motto of a chrif'^, 
tian paftbr, the fentiment of hie heart, and 
the governing fubjeft of his preaching. But 
if we preach ourfelves, our own fpecula- 
tions, our philofophical fubtleties, or our fe- 
cular intereilsj if leaving the plain pra^ical, 
doArines of Chrift, we preach unintelligible^ 
abftrufe, myflerious points j efpecially if we 
preach them with a dogmatical pofttivenefs 
and affurance, or with a cenforicuis, bitter fpi^ 
fit } if we prcfs any particular party-explica*, 
tion of them> as neceflary.to communion and, 
&lvattoii, and thereby cre^ diHurbances and 
fehifms in the church, and fpread a fpirit o£ 
H coa- 



( J« ) 

contention and ftrife anrongft the members o$ 
• it; if we enter into political debates, and the 
low fpirit of faftion ; if we preach up our own 
divine prerogatives and powers, our authority 
over the flock, our being lords of the heritage ; 
if we preach up pomp and ceremony, inftead 
of pure and fpiritual religion ; or if in preach- 
ing the truth, we make ufe of unintelligible 
terms, quaint phrafes, fweliing words, falfe 
riietcrick, odd geOures, ridiculous aftions, 
Violent agitations, djflortions of face, and th& 
like unnatural peculiarities ; or if we conde- 
icend to low expreflions, vulgar and mean 
comparifons, forced and unnatural fimilitudes, 
or fpin natural ones into indecent lengths and 
applications ; if we abufe and pervert fcrjpture, 
fttch do<3rines from texts that God never put 
into them, and endeavour to prove points by 
ftrained and tortured applications of fcrtpiure. 
Or by forced and unnatural criticifms ; thefe 
and the like methods will expofe us to con- 
tempt, and juftly fix on us the charge of the 
fooliihneis of preaching. A wife and prudent 
preacher will guard againd all thefe occaflons 
of cenfure, and by a diligent confcientiousfta- 
iy of the fcriptures labour to underftand the 
xnind of God ; and not forget to apply himfelf 
daily at the throne of grace, to the God of 
truthj that htf may be endowed with thatwif- 
dom which is neceflary to fave himfelf, and 
thofe that hear him. Laftly, 

IV. We inay infer, the certain validity and 
acCeptablen'efs^ of duf miniftry, if God'^ by 
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our preaching brings you, who hear us, to the 
belief and obedience of the Gofpet, and there- 
by prepares you for final Salvation. For what 
is a valid tniniftry, but fuch a mlniftiy 
as anfwers its^ end, as God owns, and 
our people find effedual to convert, com- 
fort, and eflabliHi them ? Let me but be 
able to fay of thofe, to whom I ftated- 
ly or occaiionally preach j that 1 have been 
the inftrument of the divine power and 
grace to reconcile them to God, and perfuade 
them to prcfent themfelves to him an holy 
living and acceptable facrifice ; and I fliall ne- 
ver queflion whether God approves me as a 
ininifter ; but fully conclude, that however 
infufiicient I am in myfelf fof fuch a work, 
yet that I have received a real fufiiciency from 
God. To you therefore, chriftians, let mc 
addrefs myfelf, as the conclufion of the whole. 
Give us the proofs that we are both fent and 
accepted of God. ] aik for my brethren and 
myfelf no efleem from you, but what is due 
to our office and character ; no, nor that, any 
longer than we maintain the real dignity of 
both. The cfteem I would wiih for myfelf and 
them, is that which arifes from our ufefulnefs 
to ferve you in your beft interefts, and being 
the happy means of providence to convert you 
to knowledge, faith, hofinefs, virtue, bene- 
volence, peace and charity. As we fee thefe 
things abounding in you, we truft in God we 
Jhall never faint in our work. We can, we 
truft, appeal to you, it is not yours, but you 
that 
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that we feek. It is your falvation for which 
we are folicitous. What wc befecch and 
carneftly intreatyou to is: Be ye reconciled un- 
to God. Save yourfelvcs from this untoward 
Generation. Be Hrong in faith, and firm in 
your chriftian principles. Be exemplary ia 
your conduct', and perfevere unmoved in that 
bolinefs, without which none Hiall ice Godj 
and in that charity and goodnefs of difpoHtion 
and behaviour, without which faith is of no 
avail. Then our preaching, and yotir hear* 
in£, will not be in vain. You will be thank- 
ful to God for our miniftry, and be our joy, 
our ^ory and crown of rcjoycing, intheprc- 
fence of bur Lord Jefus Chrift at his oata.* 
iog. 
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QuEstioN I* 

t) E A R Sir. 

I E. your Bfethren in Chrift, 
are at your requeft here af* 
fembled in the prefence o^ 
God, and of this Congrega- 
tion, to acknowledge, re- 
ceive, and approve you, ia 
the full exercife of that chri- 
ftian Miniftryj for which you have been pre- 
pared by a regular and learned education ; and 
we do it with the greater pleafure, as during 
feveral years you have given fatiffaitory proof 
of your abilities, and qualifications for it. as 
An A£&[)ant Minider in this Church. 

We pretend to no dominion over yoUi* 
faith, or authority to invert you with any new 
powers or rights, by the impofition of oui" 
tiaadsj which we retain only as an ancient 
Rite or Ceremony whereby we bear our pub- 
lic and folemn teftimony, that we efteetn 
you worthy of that facred Miniftry which, 
you have chofen to devote youiielf to, and 
t A of 
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of difcbarging all the Paftoral Duties with- 
out exception, which Chrift has appointed to 
be performed in his Church, recommending 
you to God by prayer, and to the Church of 
Chrift by our unanimous fufFrages. 

We prefumc not to offer to you any ar- 
ticles of faith or religion in the words of 
men, or canons of human contrivance, for 
your afTent and fubfcription. But as there is 
a propriety in the thing itfelf, and as it is the 
religion of Chrift only, in its native and un- 
corrupted ^mplicity, of wbich wc would be 
undei flood to approve and declare you a 
^inifler, will you give us, on this occafion, 
your own ideas of the general Plan of that 
excellent and divine religion of Jefus Chrift, 
which has been, and is from henceforth, by 
this foiemn dedication of yourfelf to it, trf 
be the chief and important fubjed of th? 
labours of your life ? 

Answer. 

In the view, Sir, that you are plcafcd to 
reprefent it, 1 readily conient to lay before 
you, and this afTembly, a general account of 
the religious principles which I profcfs, and 
apprehend I have drawn from the pure foun- 
tains of religious knowledge. 

By the exercife of my rational powers upon 
myfelf and other objedts, I am led into the 
firm belief of the exigence of an eternal, in- 
dependent, immenfe Being, which we call 
God, poffeffed of infinite power, wifdom, and 
goodnefs. 
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goodnefs, with all conceivable, all poflible 
pcrfeftion of nature, charaacr, and ftatc j 
the original caufe of all other Beings, the 
fource of all the excellence, perfeftion, and 
happinefs that obtain in the univerfe ; the 
Prcfcrvcr of the whole world, the righteous 
Governor and Judge of moral agents, amongft 
whom is the race of mankind. 

But the character and moral government of 
this glorious Being, efpccially his dlfpenfations 
towards the human race, with their duty, are 
more particularly and clearly rcprefented in 
the Scriptures, which arc of divine original, 
find contain a juH; account of all necellary 
truth relating to religion. 

From them I learn, that the fupreme 
Governor#)f the world, to (how his difplea- 
fure againft Cm, banifhed our 5r{l parents 
from Paradife in which he had placed them; 
for difobedience to a pofitive prohibition ; and 
inflided upon them the penalty threatened to 
their tranfgreffion, though not without giving 
them the promifc of a deliverer from theeviS 
ito which they had fubjefted themfelves and 
their pofterity. 

In the fucceeding ages of the world this 
promifc was repeated for the encouragement 
of well difpofed perfonsj and various means 
were made ufe of by the wife and merciful 
God, to prefcrvc or reftore true religion a- 
mongft men ; particularly it was renewed to 
^Abraham, one branch of whofe family he 
chofe and diftingullhed from the reft of the 
world 
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w'orld by peculiar laws and riles of worfliipj 
to convey to pofterity the knowledge of this 
promife with feveral important dodrines and 
duties of religion. 

At the time appointed by infinite wifdom^ 
» mod proper for it, he fcnt the long ex- 
peded perfon into the world, to fave men 
from perdition, and bring them to everlafting 
life. 

The well-beloved Son of God, in obedi- 
ence to his Father, and from compaflion to 
mankind, took flefh, and was born of a Vir- 
gin, lived in a mean condition, converfed fa- 
miliarly with men, taught the great doftrinet 
and duties of true religion, then very much 
unknown and negleded, corrupted by tradi- 
tions, and human inventions ; illi^rated by 
his own temper and conduct the pure doc- 
trines and rules of duty which he taught} 
feting an example of Aridl purity, of warm 
benevolence, of fublime piety, of univerfal 
faolinefs ; and proved alfo his divine com* 
mif&on and character, as the Mefliah, by 
miraculous works. 

Thus did this divine Teacher proceed fw a 
conliderable time, glorioufly difplaying the 
excellency of the divine perfe<flions and go- 
vernment, and his own good will to mankind, 
till he was feized by wicked men, who un- 
juAly condemned and cruciBed him. But th« 
violent oppofition which they made to hit 
caufc, and the evili they inflided on his per-: 
fon, were £o far fixiiu fiuArating the great 
defign 
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defign on which he came into the world, 
from puting a ftop to the excrcire of his 
piety to God, and his beneficence to men, that 
they afforded him an opportunity of promot- 
ing it in the moft effectual manner; for as by 
Ihefe laft fufferings he fet us an example of a 
fleady adherence to the caufe of righteoufnefs, 
under the greatefl natural and temporal evils 
that can befall us^ fo In death he gave him- 
felf for us an offering and a facrifice to God 
of a fweet fmelllng favour. 

Nor did he long remain under the domi- 
nion of death, for on the third ddy he was 
raifed again by the mighty power of God ; ap- 
peared to, and converfed with diany of 
bis difciples, efpecially the Apoftles, who 
were particularly appointed to be witneifes of 
this great event, by which he was declared ia 
the moft convincing manner, to be the Soa 
^f God and Saviour of the world. And after 
converiing with them feveral times for the 
fpacc of forty days, and inftrufting them ia 
die things relating to the kingdom of God, 
commanding them to profelyte all nations^ 
baptizing them into the Name of the Fa.- 
ther, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghotl, 
teaching them to obferve whatever he had 
commanded them ; he was taken up into 
heaven from among them, and feated at the 
right-hand of the Majefty on high, as a Prince 
and a.Saviour to give repentance and remifGon 
of fins upto all people. 

Veftcd 
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Vefled with all power both in heaven and 
earth, foon after his afccnfion, he confercd 
the gifts of the Holy Ghoft upon them, which 
qualified them in the beft manner for propa- 
gating his religion in the world. 

This religion as publilhcd by Chrift and 
his Apoftles, and contained in the Scriptures, 
is a moft excellent and perfeft inftitution, ad- 
mirably adapted to the itate and circumftances 
of mankind. It contains the laws of nature, 
with various additional directions, afliftanceSf 
promifes, and motives Anted to our unhappy 
circumftances of ignorance, weakncfs, and 
guilt, and dircdlly tending to promote our pu- 
rity, comfort, and eternal felicity. For as k 
lias provided a remedy for the fears and for- 
rows of humble perfons, fcnfible of their guilt 
and infirmities, by offering a free pardon to 
them who believe and repent i effedtual af- 
fiftance to all who are defirous of holincfs, 
and exert themfelves in the way appointed for 
obtaining it, and eternal life to them who 
perfevere in well doing ; fo on the other hand, 
it has taken away a!) ground of hope from 
impenitent and carelefs men, by alTuring them 
that without holinefs none ftiall ever fee the 
Lord, but that all who obey not the Gofpel, 
fliall be puniflied with everlafting deftruftion, 
from the prcfcnce of the Lord and the glory of 
his power. 

For preferving the knowledge of this ex- 
cellent religion, and acco^npliihing its ends 
in the world, it is agreable to the will of 
Chrift 
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Chrift that focieties be formedi iii which thrf 
doArines and duties of his Gofpel are taughi 
and inculcated, and the Father worshiped 
through him, the only Mediator between God 
and men. And he appointed tw* peculiar 
fervices of religion, viz. Baptifm and the 
LordVSupper i the former to be obferved 
only once, as a token of admitTion into his 
Church, and of a right to the bleflings of his , 
kingdom ; the latter to be celebrated often, 
in commemoration of his dying for us, arid 
as an acknowledgment of our chriflian obli- 
gations. 

Though the apodolic ofEee ceafed with tho 
lives of thofe who were hrfl ordained to It by 
Chrift himfelf, yet it is fuitable to his di- 
reiftions, that Paftors and Teachers be con- 
tinued throughout all ages, for preaching his 
religion, offering np prayers, and adminifter- 
ing his ordinances. 

And notwithftanding the gifts which were 
confered on the firft Minifters of the Gofpel 
are not continued, I apprehend that faithful 
diligent men, who give themfdves to reading, 
meditation, and prayer^ that they may under- 
ftand the will of God, enter into the true 
fpirit of the Gofpel, and qualify themfelves 
for difcharging the duties of the chriflian Mi- 
niftry, have encouragement to hope for a 
blefling on their Audiee and labours from tho 
Head of the Church. For excellently as this 
kingdom is conAituted, and well as it is fur-* 
niibed with means for its prefervation an4 
■f B pro- 
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profperity, it is not left to the mere natural 
operation of thofe means, but our Lord con- 
Aantly prefides in it, directing its affairs, and 
by his influence promoting the improvement 
and happlhefs of his difciples. 

Thus does our Lord exercife his power 
and grace towards mankind at prefent, but 
they will be more fcnfibly and glorioufly dif- 
played hereafter, when defcending from hea- 
ven in his own and his Father's glory, he ihall 
raife the dead, convene all men before his tri- 
bunal, with unerring judgment feparate the 
good from the bad ; and afligning the wick- 
ed to milery proportioned to their guilt, (ball 
reward the righteous with cverlafting life and 
happinefs, rifing according to the perfeflion 
of their obedience and holinefs, though in- 
finitely above their deferts. Then cometh 
the end, when he fhall deliver up the king- 
dom unto the Father, that God may be alt 
in all. 

This I fincerely deliver as a general idea of 
that religion which I firmly believe ; and ac- 
cording to which I hope, by divine afliftance, 
to form both my public and private conduit, 
that I may fave myfelf and others. 

Q_u E s T I o N II. 
As we have in common with all the Re- 
formed Churches, both at home and abroad, 
renounced the authority of the Church of 
Rome, notwithftanding her arrogant preten- 
fions to be the only true CathoHck Church ( 
and 
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and her Anathemas denounced againft all that 
have departed from her Communion as He- 
reticks and Scbifmaticks, divided from the 
body of Chrift; give us leave to afk you, what 
are your fentiments concerning the Reforma- 
tion, and the reafon and foundation of the 
Proteftant Profeflion ? 

Answer. 

The Church of Rome appears to me to 
be different not only in her ceremonies, and 
many of her doctrines, but in her very fpirit 
and conftitution from the Church of Chrift ; 
particularly, as (he claims dominion over the 
iaith and religious pra^ice of men, and in- 
forceth her injundions by the terrors of this 
world, without which her Anathemas are ob^ 
jeifls of contempt : and I avow it as a fun- 
damental principle of chriftianity, " that 
*' every man hath a right, and is required by 
" Chrift, to judge for himfelf in matters of 
" religion, and to aft agreably to his own 
" judgment, formed by the holy Scriptures* 
" which is the only rule of faith and prac- 
** tice to chriftians." 

I cannot therefore but look upon the Re- 
formation, as a neceftary, and, as far as it hath 
proceeded, an excellent work; and heartily 
pray that all who have rejeiled the authority 
of the Church of Rome, may renounce her 
impofing fpirit, with all her corruptions of 
the chriftian religion. 

Ba Q^ EST Ion 
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Q_U E S T r O N III. 
As there remain fomc differences flill in 
the conftitution and worftip of the Protcflant 
Churches themfelvcs,though profeifcdly agreed 
in one common fundamental principle of the 
fufBciency and authority of the facred Scrip- 
tures alone, as the rule and ftandard of chri- 
ilian faith, worfiiip, and pradice, will you 
pleafe (o let us hear why you think it more 
eligible to exercifc your chrlftian Miniftry 
among the Proteftant Diflentcrs, under thcTo- 
leration, than in the Church eftabliflied by 
Law ? 

A N s w E R. 
The great principle of true religion, *' that 
" it is the right and duty of every one' tq 
** fearch the Scriptures, and aft agreably to 
*• his own judgment in religious matters,'* 
pbiigeth me to diifent from the Church efta- 
bliftied by Law ; fince fhc alTumes power " to 
'• decree rites and ceremonies, and authpri- 
'' ty in controverfies of faith." The ac- 
knowledging this authority would be in an 
high degree improper, as I do not find that 
Chrift hath delegated fuch power to any man^ 
or body of men on earth, and feems to me 
to be directly inconfiftent with allegiance 
to him, who is the fole Head and Law-giver 
of the chriftian Church ♦. 

In her Service alfo there are fome things 

fhat appear to me inconfiftent with the fira- 

plicity 

• Maldi. xxiii.S, 9, 10. xvit. ;. John xiv. 23, 24. 
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pliclty and purity of the Gofpcl.wbich requires 
us to worfliip the Father /« tbe Name of 
Christ*. 

For thefe, and fuch like reafons, which are' 
not founded upon fcruplcs relating to cerc- 
monieS] conlidered.in themfelves, but upon a 
regard to what I apprehend the important 
principles of truth and chriftian liberty, I think 
it my duty, confidcred either as a Minifler, or 
a private Chriftian, to diflent from the Church 
cftabliflied by Law -f-. 

By excrcifing my Miniftry atnong the Pro- 
teftant DifTenters, (which I defire to do peace.- 
■biy, and in brotherly love to tbofe of the 
Elhblifhment, and all other Denominations) 
I appear publickly in behalf of the natural 
rights of men and cbriftians \ keep my own 
mind more open to convidlion from reafon 
and the word of God, endeavour to promote 
the pure worihip of the Gofpcl, and can bet- 
ter ufe thofe means which I judge conducive 
to the great ends of religion. 

Qj; E S T I O N IV. 
As an higher obje£t of inquiry flill, and as 
I doubt not but you can afiign the ioioll laud- 
able motives and ends, will you acquaint us 
with thofe that have the principal influence 
upon your mind, in inclining you to ingage and 
proceed in the cbriftian Miniftry, rather than 
in any of the moft neceflary, lawful,-and pro- 
fitable fecular imployments, lor which your 
abilities might equally qualify you } 

■ . An- 

* John xiv. 13, 14, JOT. 16. xvi. 13, 14,16. Bph. iii. »i. 
I Macth. jf. 32, 33. &c. Mark riii. 38. Luke ix. 26. xiL 8, 9. 
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A N s w E b; 

Though I judge many other imploytnents 
lawful and honourable, yet the facred Mini- 
ftry appears to me above all, to afford advaii> 
tages for promoting the fcheme of God's righ- 
teous and beneficent government, and anfwerr 
ing maft complcatly the. principal ends for 
which we are all fcnt into this world, viz. to 
improve our own natures in holinefs, and af- 
fift others in improving theirs. The confide- 
ration of which, I truilt, has had the principal 
influence in determining me to ingage» and 
chearfully to proceed, in the work of the chri- 
■ftian Miniflry, rather than the moft profitable 
fecular imployment, in which I might, per- 
haps, with equal application have fucceeded. 

QjJ E S T I O N V. 

Will you cohfider yourfelf, in what you 
are doing, as coming under a folemn obliga- 
tion of attending, with a confcientious dilir 
gence and fincerity, to all the great duties and 
purpc^es of the chriftian Miniitry, in the va- 
rious bcciUions and circumflances wherein di- 
.vine Pr9vidence may diredl you ; of preferving 
an exemplary behaviour in your life, of liv- 
ing in.harinony with. your Brethren, as far as 
in you lie9> in inoffenfivenefs and peace with 
yourfellowchriftians of other Denominations, 
and in. shfiftian charity and benevolence to- 
warcls all tnen^ utterly difdaiming all perfe- 
-^UtSng principles and practices in every degree 
■' - ■ ■ • find 
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and kind ? And as difHcuhies and difconrage- 
meots may arifc, fomc of which may be forc- 
feen, and others not, may we not hope, that 
you have confidercd this, and that you flaod 
prepared and determined in your own mind, 
in humble dependence upon the divine affifl- 
ance, to acquit yourfeif with integrity in the 
fervice of your and our great Lord and Judge, 
that you may be approved by him at his ap- 
pearing, and, as a good and faithful fervant, 
enter into your Maftcr's joy ? 

Answer. 

I con6der myfelf as a difciple and Mini- 
Her of Jefus Chrift; and would be looked 
upon as publickly acknowledging myfelf un- 
der the mod facred obligations to obey his 
laws, to profefs his religion, and to the ut- 
moft of my ability, promote the intereft of 
his kingdom, which is a kingdom of puri- 
ty, peace, and love, to the end of my life. 

Though gratitude obligeth me to acknow- 
ledge, that through my Htuation in this So- 
ciety, and the countenance and friendfhip of 
thofe with whom I have been, and am prin- 
cipally connetScd, I have experienced few dif- 
ficulties, and may hope for further peace and 
comfort from the fame means; yet I am 
not infenlible that difficulties generally attend 
a faithful difcharge of the miniftcrial office, 
and that various difcouragements may arife 
in the courfe of Providence. But I truft 
that by attending with prudence to the duties 

of 
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of my Aation, and paying a due regard to 
the advice of my worthy Brethren in the Mi- 
niftry, and other chriftian fiends, efpecially 
by humbly imploring the affiftance of God, 
I ihail be furniihed with wifdom and forti- 
tude fufficient for every exigency ; enabled to 
maintain my fidelity, discharge my duty with 
diligence and fuccefs, and finilh my courfe 
with the joyful exjjedtation of a crown of 
lighteoufoefs, which the L.ord the righteous 
Judge will give unto al! his faitliful fervaots, 
at the great day of retribution. 

With a view to which important ends, I 
defire the further prayers and inflrudlions of 
you my Fathers in the Miniftry. 
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M-^^Sl ^ ^ ^ *^ ingaged, my worthy 
, 'l^flO Friend, by your requeft, to give 

you fomc thoughts on the belt 
method of difcharging that ho- 
nourable and important office, to 
which you have now, with the full approba- 
tion of all who know you, publickly devot- 
ed yourfclf, I ftiall regulate my advices on 
this fubjeiftj by the excellent counfel which 
St. Paul gives to hrs beloved Son Timothjt, 
in his firft Epillje, Chap. iv. ver. i6. 

Tah beed unto ibyfelf, and unto thy doSlfine ; 
continue in item ; for in doing this, thou Jhak 
both Jaw thyfelf, and tbem that bear tbee, 

~, The fubje^ is large, and the time will al- 
low me to do tittle more than mention the 
principal things to which the Apoftle direds 
por thoughts. May God make what will be 
pffered a means of exciting all of us, who 
have received this tniniflry, to fo vigorous a 
* A a ^fcharge 



difcharge of it, that we may not only fave 
oorrdves, but, if poffible, all who hear us ! ■ 
You will obferve with mc, that St Paul 
-Jtrci^ Timothy, fird to take heed to himfelf, 
and next to his doSlrine. With regard to mo- 
ral and religious truths, no quali6cation is 
more iniportanr, if wc would difcovcr them 
ourfelves, or recommend them fucceffully to 
mankind, than a prevailing piety and good- 
nefs of heart. Our divine" Matter therefore 
places the praflicc of his moral Precepts, in 
order before the teaching them. * Wbofoever 
Jhall do, and teach them, Jhall be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven; that is, he fliaH 
be eminently ufeful in my church, and emi- 
nently glorious and bleffed in my heavenly 
kingdom. The prevalence of any vicious 
paflion renders, a perfon averfe to the pure 
light of religious truth -, Unce, if it entered 
his mind, it would excite a painful felf-difap" 
probation. He will therefore turn away his 
eyes, or, when it would force an entrance, 
will ftudioudy bar it, by cheriflilng errors 
and prejudices favourable to the finful paflion. 
•f" Men cotne not to the light ^ leaji their deeds 
JhouJd be repro'ced. And they love darknefi ra- 
ther than lighty becaufe their deeds are evih 
Whereas if the love cJ God, and the kw of 
holtnefs are the prevailing affecftions, Hits 
truths of religion will be grateful to the foul, 
%s light to a found eye, it will diligently feek, 
and readily receive them. Such a mind allb 

• Matth.v. 19. t Johniii. 19. 

H 
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is entitled to peculiar influences from the 
God of truth and holinefs, by that encourag-t 
ing promife of our Lord *, If atr^ man ke vfitf 
a tig to Jo his willy 5iXij -jtoaiv, be jkdl knvfn <^ 
the doBrine •whether it be of God. 

And as ptirity of heart and life is a necef- 
fary qualification for difcovering the great doc- 
trines and duties of chriftianity in their full 
beauty and extent, fo to our recommending 
them effetlually to others. A preacher, vtha 
by a life of eicemplary piety and goodqefs goes 
befsre his hearers in the path to eternal blef- 
fcdnefs, may with reafon exjjeft that they will 
attend to his diredions and exhortations, and 
will follow him. But what hope can a Mi- 
nlfter have, that his people will pradtife what 
he recommends to them, as neceffary in or- 
der to their becoming approved by God anet 
happy forever, if by his condud he manifcfta 
ftiat he htmfclf does DotbeKcve, or regard 
his own moft folcmn declarations ? 

In giving you therefore my thoughts on the 
method to be taken by thofe, who dcfire to' 
be able and fuccefful Miniftcrs of the New 
Covenant, in' conformity to St. Paul's or- 

:- I. 1 would -a^vife iiich firft to take heed 
to thcmfehws} and 

,- U. Tptbeir doOrioe. .: . 

' ' III. T9' continue in thiis courfe j ah(} then 
IV: Briefly 
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IV. Briefly reprcfent the encouragement, 
that in this Way of aiSing, they will certain- 
ly fave themfelves, and be mod likely to pro- 
mote greatly the falvation of their hearers. 

I. We muft take heed to ourjehes; not only 
that we be chriilians indeed, for this St. Paul 
knew Timothy to be, and this every one is 
fuppofed to be, whom the Pallors of the 
chridian church by Ordination recommend 
to the people, as not unworthy of that of- 
fice i but that we be eminent for the feveral 
graces and virtues of the chridian temper. 
In enumerating thefe, I fliall be guided by 
the Apoftle's inftrui5tions to Timothy, and be- 
gin with what mud be the foundation of all. 
A fincere piety. And my Friend and Bro- 
ther, if wc would proceed in our work with 
pleafure and fuccefs, our hearts muft be ani- 
mated with a warm and deddy devotion. The 
principal means for cherifhing this are faith, 
meditation, prayer, and reading the word of 
God. Paul often recommends thefe to Ti- 
mothy, and propcfes himfelf as an example of 
*Jerviiig God with a pure confcience, and of pray- 
ing night and day. A continual regard to God 
and prevailing concern to plcafe him, a lively 
gratitude for his great benefits, a 'firm truft in 
his Providence, and a chearful refignation to 
his unbounded wifdom and goodnefs, are the 
chief part of a pious temper. In thefe it 13 
judly £xpe£ted that .a Mioider fhould excel, 
who badi more leiAire and advantages for 
. , ftudying 

• i Tim. 1. J. 
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ftadying the works and the word of God, and 
for the exercifes of devout retirement. Wc 
fliould therefore every day trace and obfervc 
the conflant energy and boundlefs perfeiftions 
of the great Creator and Preferver, in his works 
of Nature, and of Providence. 

We Ihould attentively read the further dif- 
coveries which he hath made of himfelf iu 
his word, and in daily retirement imprefs our 
hearts with thefe; adoring his perfeftions, 
gratefully recollefting his hencfits, earneftly 
imploring his blefhng on our endeavours to 
promote religion and virtue ; and then with 
pleafure leaving ourfelves in his hands. The 
Minifter who thus daily exprciTes and ani- 
mates the devotion of his heart, will by his 
love to God, and hope of his approbation, and 
by fecret influences from above, be infpirited 
to the praftice of every virtue, and to a zea- 
bus improvement of his abilities and oppor- 
tunities for doing good. His private devo- 
tions will alfo enliven his publick, and qua- 
lify him to pray in the church with freedom 
and fpirit, as one uttering the ruling fenti- 
ments of his heart, and will thus raife like 
pious fentiments in his hearers. 

Whereas the Minifter who is a flranger to 
his clofet, and indifpofcd for the exercifes of 
a devout mind, will of courfe be negligent ia 
the pradtice of every virtue, and in his care 
for his people's falvation j the great incitements 
to thefe being derived from a ftrong fenfc of 
the preienf» of God, a warmth of grateful 
love. 
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love, and a vigorous hope of his ipprobstioA 

and unbounded rewards. 

You will expert me to add, that as chri* 
flians, acquainted with the authority, and 
with the love of Chrift, and as peculiarly . 
his iMinifterf, his inflru(!lions and example, 
his love in dying for our falvadon, and his 
glorious reforreiflion (hould be frequent fub- 
jeils of our meditation. His inftrudions fot 
regulating our conduA, his example for In- 
gaging our imitiition, his generous love for 
conftraining us to live unto him, his death 
for mortifying us to a world in which we aU 
ia are ftrangers, and his rcfurreflion with the 
foil afTurance which it gives his fervants of ft 
rcAirreftion, and an immortality of UelTednefi!, 
for animating our endeavours to be found his 
faithful fervants. * Remember^ fays our Apoftlc, 
that yefus Cbrijl wm raijedjrom the dead. And 
it is a faithful faying, if we be dead with himy. 
vefbcll alfo hve iviib bim. The Miniiler who 
£rmty believes, and habitually conliders the 
lefurreiftion and glory of his divine Mafter^ 
will fee that nothing is important to him in 
Hfe like this, by a rcfcmblance of his piety 
and virtues to fecure this bleiTednefs ; and -wtll 
tndure all thi^gijor the ekSifake, that they al/o 
atay (obtain the fakatim "which is in Chriji Jefut 
vifb eternal glory. Let us therefore, my Bre* 
thfren, by daily reading, meditation, and prayer, 
cherish the proper affections to God and to 
Chrifl. This will- give fuch ftrength to the 
divide principle within, that eminence in the 
various 

• a Tim. ii, 8, ii. 
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Various graces of the chriftian temper Will 
become eafy to us. 

Sobriety, for tnftancc, in its whole extent, or 
the fevcral virtues included under felf-govcrn- 
meiil J thcfe * St. Paul often exhorts Timo- 
thy to cultivate, charging him to jiee youthful 
luftsy to be fiber, temperate, and an example to 
ti>e believers in purity. He direfts alfo that 
the perfons, whom Timotiiy ordained, fliould 
be men not given to wine, nor greedy of jihb^ 
iucre. It is a fmall praife to a Minider, that 
he keeps clear of grofs inftances of impurity, 
fcnfuality, and intemperance. We otight to 
have fo high a rclilh for the nobler plea- 
farts of the mind, the pleafures of know- 
ledge, goodnefs, and devotion, as would 
render us greatly indifferent to the grofler 
pleafures of the fenfes, and determine us not 
to feek our happinefs in them, but to tafte 
them with prudence and moderation. Hovir 
Hnbecoming will exceflive indulgences of ap- 
petite and inclination appear in one, whofe 
profclTed bufinefs it is to call men off from 
dsefe, to the purfuit of a rational and divine 
fSicity. But how lovely, efpecially in youth, 
IS moderation with regard to thefe, and hoW 
beneficial j mightily promoting the vigour of 
die mind, apd confirming a difpofition for iW 
proper pleafures., 

Rcfiftlefs is the charm of a oiodeft and 

htimble bcliaviour, arifing out of a juftfenfe 

of qiir own defefts, and an ■inclination tp do 

/ufl iufticc to "^ good qualities of others;' 

* B Th« 

* iTim. ili.z. ir. li. 
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■The lefs we appear to value ourfelves, the 
more good judges will efteem us ; and the lefs 
ref^edl we demand, the more others will give. 
The greateft merit being to chufe and purfue 
what is right and good for its own fake, with- 
out regarding the appkufe of men; the lefs 
we are obferved to regard this, the ftronger 
will the judicious conclude our love of good- 
nefs. What a noble pattern of humility have 
we in the life of Chrift, and with what rea- 
fon does he command our imitation ! And, 
happy ftiall we be, if ftanding approved to 
pur o»'n minds, and humbly hoping that wc 
are approved by him, we can be fatisfieid, 
and live greatly independent on the opinions 
of a rafh and ill- judging world. 

A fteddy government of the angry paflions, 
will be found comparatively eafy by the hum- 
ble, pride being often the fource of violent 
anger. * A Bijhop muft be no Jiriker^ nor a 
brawler, but patient ; in meeknefs inftruSiing 
thofe who oppofe themjelvei. With what juftice 
is meeknefs expedted in a difciple of Jefus, 
who, being reviled, reviled not again, being 
ferjecutedt threatened not, and when dying, 
prayed for his murderers ? And how truly 
great and venerable the man, who like his 
divine Mafter preferves a calmnefs and fweet- 
nefs of temper, amidft follies, injuries, and 
ingratitude, and who inftead of being over- 
come by evil, overcomes evil with good, Hei 
will foon convert enemies into friends j or 
ihould any continue his enemies, he will re- 
venge 
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vengc himfelf in the bcft manner, by forcing 
them to efteem him, and condemn them- 
felvcs. But the ivratb of man ivorketb not the 
rigbteoufnefs of God. If anger be mingled 
with private admonitions, inftead of reclaim- 
ing,, they will probably harden the faulty, and 
make them our enemies. And if it be al- 
lowed to mingle with our publick miniftra- 
tions, it will make the oiFence and our ihame 
publick. Never therefore may our Prayers 
or Sermons be diflated by private refentmcnts. 
A perfon feldom fpcaks in private when an- 
gry, but he hath reafon to repent fome part 
or other of what he hath faid ; and much 
more will this be the cafe in publick, if he 
endeavours to put off the unhallowed fire of 
rage for religious zeal. Let us therefore in 
meeknefs inftruft and reprove, if we would 
bring men to acknowledge and obey the 
truth. 

Again ; it is required of a chriftian Bifhop, 
that he be not greedy of fit by lucre, but given 
to bojpitalilyt an example of charity and of 
good works. Far then be it from us to do 

?n unfair, a hard, or a mean thing for the 
ove of money ; or to refufc a kind and gencr 
rous atSiioD which is in our power. From us, 
whofe Mailer eftabli/hed it for a maxim, 
that * it ir better to givey than to receive ; and 
charged us by adls of charity to lay up trea- 
fures in heaven -f-. And who, while we do 
good, and communicate according to our 
• B 2 ability, 

* A£ts XX. 35. t Luke ui. 33. 
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ability, are affiired by him, thai the God who 
feeds the fowls, and clothes the lillJes, will, 
much more provide for us. Let us there- 
fore truji in the Lord^ and do gr.oa. We flialt 
thus become exemplary for another virtue of 
the focial clafs, indiipenfibly required in a 
Minifter of Chrift. 

An uncorruptcd integrity j holding faith and 
fi good confcience, wliereas the kve of money is 
the root of aU evil. As for the other fociaf 
virtues, benevolence, compaffion, Gncerity, and 
fidelity, the MiniHers of the gofpel fliould oo 
no accounts be found defeiftive in thefe, whofe 
pFofcflcd bufinefs is ferving the beft interefts 
of mankind, and perfuadiog them to love their 
neighbottr as themfehes. How unnatural and 
odious will artifice and deceit appear in their 
character, whofe fucceeding in their great de^ 
fign depends fo much on their being fully 
confided in by their hearers ! Have no de- 
figns, but what you can avow ; and when 
by a frank behaviour you let them fee into 
your foul, and a defire of their greateft good 
is vifibly the prevailing affcdion therein, you 
can hardly fail of gaining their intire friend- 
ftip and confidence. Further, to borrow thtf 
words of a late great and good * Man, " Let 
" your charity never fail. Let not a diverr 
^ fity of fentimcnts, or even unfai.r infinua- 
f* tions and rcfleiSions, manifefl mifreprefen- 
'* tations, or dcfpiteful and injurious ufage 
ff fooI, much lefs extinguish this facred fire 

in 

f Mr. Grove, 
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** in your brcaft. Do good to all, tliiDk well 
** of as many and as long a& you can, and 
•* fpeak evil of none. Whatever fucccfs a. 
" blind intemperate zeal may have for a time, 
" charity muft gain the victory in the end." 

Prudence is another valuable accomplifH- 
ment, and particularly ufeful for guarding our 
behaviour from the extremes of levity or mo- 
rofenefs. The former of thefe would leflca 
our influence, by caufing us to appear as per- 
fons of a trifling turn of mind, aod not pro- 
perly concerned for the infinitely important 
purpofes of our miniflry. And the other 
would prejudice our people againfl: us, and- 
even againll: religion, as unfriendly to chear- 
fukiefs, good-nature* and felf- enjoyment. Fi- 
nally, with an inviolable adherence to truth, 
and an honeft profe0ion of it, we ihould u- 
nite all the prudence we can acquire, for cbiv- 
fing thofe times aod manners of propoflng it» 
which may procure it the moil favourable and 
general reception. As we arc to ^g&i the good 
Jigbt of faitht and are not to be aihamed of 
the teflimony of Chrift, or a&aid to profels 
theimportant truths of his rdigioo, leaii Pek- 
ing thus to pleafe men, we be rgeifled by 
him, fo our afiedion to him and to his truths 
Should determine us to propoie them in that- 
manner, which will lead Oiock the prejudices 
of our hearers, and procure the readieft ad- 
miflion into their hearts. This leads our 
ijiflu^hts (9 the 

II. Part 
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II. Part of the Apoftle's charge, take beed 
tmto thy SSlrine. And if we would fulfil this 
we mufl take care, that our dodtrlne be agre- 
able to the great Aandards of religious truth, 
that it be of a practical nature, and delivered 
in a manner proper to inArudt and perfuade. 

I. We muft take care that our doftrine be 
agreable to the great Aandards of religious 
truth, which are thefe two, the evident dic- 
tates of rcafon concerning the moral perfec- 
tions of God, and the moral differences of 
charafiers and actions } and the plain tenor of 
the holy Scriptures, more efpecially of the 
New Teftament. 

The manifeft di<£lates of reafon, as to the 
wifdom, holinefs, righteoufnefs, goodnefs, and 
truth of God, are the foundations of our faith 
in the chriftian revelation. For bccaufe we 
know, and can prove by our reafon, that God 
is wife, and good, and true, we therefore rea- 
dily and rationally believe what he reveals. 
Doftrines evidently inconfiflent with the wif- 
dom, righteoufnefs, fincerity and goodnefs of 
the all-perfe£t mind, ought not therefore to 
be propofed to the faith of chriitians. For 
if the doftrines are as evidently repugnant to 
the goodnefs^ righteoufnefs, and fincerity of 
God, as it would be with his truth to deceive 
in what he reveals to us, we muft give up 
thefe dodrines as falfc, unlefs we would 
leave ourfelves without foHd foundation for 
any 
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any religion at all. Since religion is faith in 
God, love to him as a perfectly righteous and 
good Being, and an endeavour to refemble 
him in righteoufnefS} goadnefs, and mercy; 
can this temper towards God be fupported if 
we have not honourable and amiable appre* 
henfions of the moral charai^er of this great 
Being P Chriflianity, fays our Apoflle, is a 
doSfrine according to godlinejs, tua-iCtixv, a 
word which denotes honourable and lovety 
conceptions of God. The contrary temper is 
not godtinefs but fuperllition, SiiTiSeu[i.o¥uCt 
the dread of a powerful Demon. Let us 
therefore, in all our difcourfes> reprefent the 
divine deligns and difpeofations in a light pro- 
per to excite in every honcA: mind the high- 
eft veneration and love to God, a pleaGng 
confidence in him, and a delightful concern 
to prai^ife what he approves j that they 
may be always aSefted towards him as chil- 
dren to their heavenly * Father, not as flavcs 
to a capricious and cruel Being, who takes all 
advantages againft his creatures, and delights 
in their mifery. Thus we (hall beft cherifli 
in them the love of God, which according 
to our divine -f- Mafter is the effence of reli. 
gion. 

Further j as our reafon alTures us that the 
love of God and of our Neighbour, righ- 
teoufnefs, goodnefs, temperance, and the like, 
are affedions and difpoiitions unchangeably 
excellent, and neceilary to our being approved 

by 
* Rom. viii. iji f MmA- xxit. i6. 
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fcy God, thtfc alfo will be ftrongly recommend- 
ed by every true revelation. VV'e muft there- 
fore never interpret revelation as making light 
of thefe, in comparifon of a prcfumptuous 
appropriation of the righteoufnefs of Chrjft 
' to purfelves, 

Again ; our doflrine (houM be agreable to 
the manifeft tenor of the New Teftament, 
and derived from thence. * Holdfaji, fays our 
Apoftle, the form of jcund 'wordi, w&icb tbou 
'haft heard of me^ in faith, and love, which it 
in Cbriji Jefus. Obferve, we are not com- 
manded to hold faft forms of nominally fhuad 
veords, compofcd fince the Apoftles, by vain 
and fallible men, pretending to exprcfs the 
dodrines of divine revelation better than the 
divine Spirit hath exprefled them. But we are 
to hold faft thofe forms which the Apoftles 
taught, who were guided by the Spirit of 
Chrift; and principally thofe dodrines which 
our Lord himfelf taught. We are to -f call 
no man Mafler, hut Cbrifi. Not the Creeds, 
Catechifms, or Syftems of any Party are to 
be the ftandards of our faith, but the New 
Teftament. This we are diligently to read and 
ftudy, taking all the afliftance which found 
learning can give, bringing to the fludy an 
honeft mind, fobjeftto the authority of Chrift, 
but to no other authotityj and joining earn- 
cft prayer to God, that his Spirit which di- " 
ffftcd the Writers of the New Teftament, 
may guide us ■ tc "a full nndcrftanding of the 
neceflary 

"* *Tim. 1. 1'3.^ f Mstth. wiii. lo. 
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neteflary and iniYJortant truths which they 
taught, if we make ourfclves the difciplea 
of men j if by an attachment to any Party we 
are prejudiced agair.ft the plain doi^lrincs of 
Chrift and his Apoftles j jf upon the founda- 
tion of the Gofpel we build doiSrines unfuit- 
Bblc to it, * kay and fiubbU-, St. Paul hath 
fairly \varned us what will be the confequencQ 
in the day of trial, our work will be burnt, 
our labour loft ; and if an honeft intention as 
to the main,fave us, it will bcT^ ai hy fire^ 
as narrowly as a man cfcapes from an houfa 
on fire, out of which he faves nothing but 
his life. Allow me therefore to repeat it, that 
as difciples and Minifters of Chrift we are to 
take our faith, as to revealed truths, purely 
, from the Scriptures. We muft not barely 
profefs to do this, or do it only in a few in- 
itances, but muft do it in all. We fiiould 
bring every doftrine which we have learnt to 
this ftandard, and if it be found to difagree 
rejeft it, whatever Councils, Synods, or Af- 
femblics may have determined as to thefe 
matters. Om is our Ma^er, even Chri/i j others 
are not our Matters but our Brethren, and arc 
ufurpers if they claim to be more. The ob* 
fcrvance of this rule will affift us, 

zdly. To preach fuch dodlrines only, a$ 
have a good prafljcal tendency. For the 
infpired writings arc -f* profitable for doBrtne^ 
for reproof Jor correBim, and inJiruSfion in 
rigbteoufnefi ; that the man of God may he 
* C perfect 

ftC<tf.u.ii. t »Tim. iJi. 16. 
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perfect thorcughly furniJIjeJ io every good •work, 
* Speak thou (be thhigi icbicb become found doc- 
trine, that cliriflians of every a;:e and clia- 
raifter be examplary for the pra<^iice of every 
virtue J fortliui tlie following veifcs explain 
the comtnaiid. -j- The Grace of God appear- 
ed to teach us, not points of curious and ufe- 
lefs fpeculatioii, but, that denying vngodUiiefs 
and ivorUly lufli, ive p.ould live Jol/crly, rigbte- 
oujly^ and godly in this prrjent luorld ; looking 
for that blejfed bofe, and the glorious appearance 
6f the great God, and cf our Saviour Jefus Chrift, 
who gave bimj'df jor us, that be might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto bimfelf 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works. Ibefe 
things fpeak and extort. This which is evi- 
dently the great delign of the Gofpel, fiiouM 
therefore regulate our preaching. 

Dodrines, which if true, have little in- 
fluence for promoting a pious and virtuous 
temper and pradicc are to be omitted as un- 
profitable ; but this we muH: § ajfirm conjiantly, 
that tbey who believe in God be carejul to main- 
tain good works i jor ibeje thihgs are good and 
profitable to men. And as for dodtrines, the 
evident tendency of wliich is to make the uni- 
form pradlice of religion and virtue appear 
unneceilary, thefe we are abfolutely to rejeift. 
For inftance, all fuch accounts of the cor- 
ruption of human nature, as would prove 
men incapable of doing any thing towards 
their falvadonj and therefore excufe tlietn for 
negleiting 
•Tit.ii. I. t Ver. II. J Tic. ii;i.8, 9. 
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negleding it, and make them eafy in a wick- 
ed courfe as natural and unavoidable. All 
fuch aflertions of the imputation of ChtiiVs 
righteoufnefs as would prove our own righ- 
teoufnefs and obedience unnecefTary to our ac- 
ceptance with God, and our final falvalion. 
All fuch reprefcntations of the irrefiftible a- 
gency of the divine Spirit, as make vain the 
command * to work cut our own fahaiion with 
fear and trembling. And all fuch narrow re- 
prefcntations of the grace of the Gofpcl, and 
the love of an infinitely good God to man- 
kind, as would leave it doubtful to any honeft 
and fcrioua perfon, whether his falvation was 
intended by God and by Chrift, and whether 
therefore it would not be in vain to labour 
for it. 

On the contrary, we fliould reprefent the 
goodnefs of the beft of Beings in a light and 
extent, which will powerfully difpofe and en- 
courage all finners to repent. Our accounts 
of the weaknefs of human nature, and the 
afliftances of God's Spirit, (hould be fuch, as 
may ftrongly excite men to watch and pray 
that tbey enter not into temptation, and to feek 
. earneftly and improve diligently divine influ- 
ences. The righteoufnefs of Chrift (hould 
be exhibited as a pattern, which we are in- 
difpenfibly obliged to imitate ; and then as 
incouraging our hopes, frail and imperfedi as 
we are, of receiving glory, honour, and im- 
* C 2 mortality, 

■ Phil. ii. I J. Tit. iii. 4. Matth. xxvi. 41 . 7. 7. Luke xix. 
a6. iPel.ii.2i. Rojn. vi 18. 6; aj. 
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mortality, eternal life, /be gift of God, ihrtugh 
yefus CLrtfl, yet the reward of a patient con- 
tinuance in ivctl doing. 

In fliort, it (hould be the great aim of our 
preaching to make men more grateful, re- 
iigned, and obedient to God, more full of 
faith, love, and dcvotednefs to the Redeemer j 
more conftant in their obedience to hisgofpel, 
and in their imitation of his virtues; more 
modeft, kind, tender, equitable, and faithrul 
in all their relations, dealings, and converfa- 
tions; more moderate in their defires and in- 
dulgences of bodily plcafurcs ; more meek and 
humble, more indifferent to a world that is 
paffing away, and more heavenly in their de- 
fires, purfuits, and expcdlatioiis. It Hiould bo 
our great aim and endeavour to prevail on 
finners to forfake their fins, to * repent, and 
be reconciled to God through Chrift, and 
devote themfelves to an holy life; and to af- 
fift and encourage thofe who have begun it 
to advance towards perfcftion, by all the mo- 
tives to be derived from the love of God, 
from the love and death of Chrift, from the 
aids of his grace, and the peculiar conduift 
of his Providence, 'the excellence of iuch a , 
life, and the prefent fatisfaiftions attending 
it, and the everlafting blefiedncfs aflurcd to it 
in the heavenly ftate. 

But (liame, remorfe, the difpleafure of God, 

the difapprobation of the wi;e and good, pre* 

fcnt diffatisfadtion, a death full of horror, at 

beft 
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beft without hope, and after it a publlck con- 
demnation to everlafting defirutiion, are to 
be fet before thcughtlefs iiners, as the cer- 
tain efFeds and confequences of impenitent 
wickednefs ; that they may be rouzed from 
their ftupidity, and determined to break the 
fetters of vice', to ^e from the wrath to come, 
and lay bold on eternal life. This fliould be 
the great defign of our preaching, and thefc 
are the fubjeds on which we are principally 
to infill, if we would conform to the Apoftle's 
advice j as will be manifcft to one who care- 
fully reads his Epiftles to Timothy and Titus, 
wherein they are particularly recommended. 

3 . Thefe dotSrmcs (hould be delivered to 
our hearers in that manner, which we iiod 
to be befl adapted to inflruft and pcrfuade 
them to brcome pious and good. It is neceC- 
fary for this purpofe that our language be 
plain, and our reafonings eafy and obvious to 
pcrfons of common capacities who will be 
attentive. The foul of tlie labourer is as im- 
mortal as the foul of the wife and great, and 
the defign of revelation is to make wife the Jim- 
pie, We are concerned therefore as to the 
main of our inftrutftions to bring them to a 
level with the apprchenfions of the genera- 
lity J which a prudent Minlfter will do, with-- 
out finking into thofe meannefl"es of fentimen^ 
or language, which would expofe him or his 
niiniftry to the contempt of perfons judicious 
and well educated. 1 fay as to the main of 
pur inftruftions we Ihould do this, for at 
times. 
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times, the improvement of perfons of fupe- 
rior underftandings may oblige us to difcourfe 
and reafon in a way not quite eafy to the • 
ignorant and unimproved ; who at fuch 
times mud be content that others aho have 
their portion, and endeavour to become meet 
to (hare with them in tlie entertainments of 
well cultivated minds. 

Agiini as men are rational creatures, and 
we are hclpen of their faith^ not Lords over 
it, we fliould firft addrefs ourfdves to their 
xeafon, and by a clear explication and proof 
of what we advance gain the affent of their 
judgment, before we addrefs to their paffions; 
We do not otherwife treat them as rational 
Beings, and' fliall be likely to fill them with 
the blind tumultuous workings of enthufiafm 
and fuperftition, inftead of fentiments of ge- 
nuine pitty, and goodnefs ; which are firll: -f* 
light in the underflanding, and then warmth 
in the affedions. We fiiall have this further 
advantage by allowing oarfelves to advance 
nothing of importance, without proving it 
from reafon and fcripture, that we fhall be 
kept from alferting notion--', which though we 
may have inconfiderately embraced as true, 
will befound.when we attempt to prove them, 
incapable of being proved either by us or 
others. 

The underflanding being convinced, wc 

arc next to addrefs the hearts and affeftions 

of our hearers. Man being a compound of 

afFediona 

•Htb.v. 2. t Ccl. iii. lo. 
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afFciSions and pafilons as well as of reafon j 
and the great truths and motives of religion 
being of a nature to ftrike and ingage the 
affeilions and lift fhem on the fide of vir- 
tue and piety, we Ihould have a proper re- 
gard to his whole compofitJon. We fliould 
ferioully think over in retirement the great 
motives of the chriftian religion, the love of 
God to mankind, the friendfhip and death of 
our Redeemer, the abounding mercy of the 
Gofpel and its promifed aids j the ingratitude, 
bafenefs, and mifery of fin, the beauty and 
inirinfic goodnefs of piety and virtue, the ter- 
rors of the Lord, and of the laft judgment, 
and the rewards and punifiiments oFa follow- 
ing eternity ; until our own hearts are warm- 
ed and ftrongly afFedted, and then reprefent 
them to others in the fame light. In our 
manner of fpeaking alfo, exprefTing that feri- 
oufnefs and afFedlion which become perfons 
addrefling immortal Beings on affairs of in- 
finite confequence, and who would, if pof- 
fible, perfuade them to avoid the condemna- 
tion of the laft day, and reconciling them- 
felves to God, to become wife, and good, and 
happy to eternity. When the heart is pcffef- 
fed with a ftrong fenfeof thefe important fub- 
jeifls, and warmed with love to God, to Jefus, 
and to the fouls of men, it will naturally vent 
itfelf in a warmth of fentiment and language, 
which prudence ftiould regulate, and reftrain 
from any cxcefles ; that inftead of making 
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■n audience ferious, might tempt them to the 
contrary. 

Finally j as wc fhould be careful when wc 
addrefs the paflions firft to convince the judg- 
ment, and confine ourltlves to fubie<9s of real 
and great importance, fo we fliould never 
attempt to raifc the paflions higher, than fo- 
ber realoii will juftify ; otiierwife the emo- 
tion will not only vanifli foon, leaving no good 
effeiS, but the perfons who were moved, when 
they grow cool, difcerning the matter not to 
be fo important as you painted it, and they 
then thought it, will be apt to fufpefft the 
fame as to matters really of the grtatcft im- 
portance, and difregard your warmeft rcmon- 
ilrances in relation to thefe. 

Let thefc hints be fufficient on the two 
fubjefts, as to which St. Paul direds us, to 
take heed to ourjelvcs and omv dcSJrtne. They 
are brief for the copioufnefs and importance 
of the fubjcds, yet pretty large for the pro- 
portion of time allowed me ; I (hall there- 
fore be flicrter in what remains, and par- 
ticularly as to the laft part of the advice. 

III. Ccnthme in them. An eminence in 
the fcvcral virtues of the chrilUan temper ia 
the work of time, of repeated endeavours 
with ourfclves, of continued watchfulnefs, of 
numerous ac5ts and inflanccs of each virtue, 
and of carncft and repeated prayers. Tempta- 
tions and difficulties not only attend- the en- 
trance of a religious life, but the whole length 

of 
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of the way to heaven. We muft ruit there- 
fore content ourfelves with begining well, bat 
mud perfevere in watchfutnefs, felf-denialt 
prayer, and in frequent ferious regards to God» 
to Jefus, and to the evertading world. And 
the advantages we /halt thus gain, of conti- 
nual improvement, of a more affured tefti- 
mony from our confciences, of increafing ufe- 
fulnefs, and brighter hopes of eternal blelTed- 
nefs, will abundantly incourage and reward 
our continued diligence in working out our 
own falvation. And when we ferioufly com- 
pare the fhort duration of the longeft mor- 
tal life, with the everlafting duration of the 
glory, and felicity referved in heaven, we fliall 
chearfuUy refolve to perfevere to the end j 
■ convinced that all our labours are not worthy 
to be compared, with the glory that fhall be 
revealed} and that, for the beA reafons, the 
Crown of life is promifed and granted only to 
a patient continuance in well-doing. 

Continuance in our doctrine is alfo very 
neceffary. The truths as well as commands 
of God arc exceeding broad, and wc may 
make a continual progrefs in the knowledge 
of them. If we have been fo happy as to 
form in the main joA notions of the nature, 
defign, and principal parts of true religion; 
yet, if we look into ourfelves, and continue 
an impartial Audy of the Scriptures, we {ball 
find many errors and prejudices to be unlearnt. 
And although continued inquiries may not 
alter our fentiments, as to the great articles 
♦D of 
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of religion, they will yet reward us by (how- 
ing them to us in a clearer, more beautiful; 
and harmonious connexion. The critical 
l^tidy of the Scriptures requires much time 
and labour, if we would fatisfy ourfelvcs on 
good grounds that we are in poffeffion of their 
rc-j] meaning in all important articles. - And 
it will further require length of time, repeat- 
ed thought, obfervatjon, and expericDCC, to 
underllaiid clearly pradtical religion, from M 
begiiiings, through its continual advances to- 
wards perfection. 

DiiliinSly to difcover the feveral gracea 
and virtues of the divine life in their full beau- 
ty ai'd maturity, and to polTcfs ourfelvcs of 
tin: beft rules for acquiring them ; exadHy 
to liifcern the bounds which fcparate every vir- 
tue, from the vice which borders on it ; antt 
to give the people the advantage of our im- 
provements in juft and lovely dcfcriptions of 
the feveral virtues, and in as juft and ftHkipg 
defcriptions of the vices which they are to 
avoid, proper to create an horror of them> 
and to fupply them with plain and praiticable- 
rules, for acquiring every virtue, maftering 
every vice, and advancing towards perfe£Hon 
in goqdnefs ; and fo to describe relative 
duties and recommend the practice, as to 
render them better in every charadter and r«-'. 
lation, 'as Parents, or Children^ Huftands, or- 
Wives, Mafters, or Servants, better friends 
and companions, more equitable, iincere, and 
iahbfui in- commerce, more independent on 
- the 
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the wotid n^hile they live in it, and mdre hea^ 
venly in their temper and convetfatton. Fir 
nally, it wilt require continued reading, ftudy, 
and prayer, if we would make ourfelves fo 
far mailers of the evidences for the truth of 
religion Jis to propofe them to the people in 
alight clear and convincing^ proper to ani- 
mate their hope^ and infpire them with a 
chearful and perfevering zeal in well-doing. 
For thefc reafonsj my worthy Friend, we miift 
not.cbunt that the main of our work is over 
as iooa as it -is welt begun ; btit refolve on 
continued diligetifcc, watchfulqijfs> meditatibn, 
reading, and prayer, if we^ wOtjld approve 
ourfelves able and faithful Minifters of the 
New Teftampnt. 

But requiring &> much,' it will be proper 
to fet before you the encouragfcroent which 
tve have to undertake, and perfevere in the 
work of the Ldrdi Know therefore, 

I V. That we (ball thus certalnl;^ fave ourfelves^ 
and probably promote greatly- the eternal fal- 
vation of thofe who hear us j which though 
cxprefled in a few words, contains almoft 
every encouragement we can defife. 

I. We (ball thus fave ourfehes. This hr- 
bitual application to improve in holinefs, will 
under God fecurc our perfeverance, and final 
* acceptance. And like contiimed diligence 
fend fidelity in our minifterial work, accord- 
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ing to the cxprcfs promife of our Lord, will 
obtain from him that tranfporting fcntence, 
which will eftablifti our happincfs for eterni- 
ty, * nveli done good and faithful fervant. 
In this way we Oiall make our own falvation 
as fure, as it is, that the love of God to piety 
and goodnefs is unchangeable; or that a faith- 
ful God will fulfil the declarations which his 
Son has made in his name, and which he 
himfelf hath ratified by raifing him from "the 
dejd. -f If a man ferves me, fays our Mafter, 
let him follow me ; and where I am, there 
aljo /ball my fervant be. If any man feme 
me, him voill my Father honour' More par- 
ticularly. 

If wc thus take heed to otirfelvei, and to our 
doSlrine, and continue tn them, we ftiall be 
faved from the guilt of all our fins and im- 
perfe<3:ions, fhall enjoy a fcnfe of the fpecial 
Jove of God, and have our finccre obedience 
accepted to life eternal. We fhall fave our- 
fclves from all the difficulties, impcrfadions, 
and temptations, which now attend the exer- 
cife of our love to God, to Jefus, and to ho- 
linefs i for the J ffi^it^ sf thejufl are made 
perfeSf ; and || when that which is perfeSi is 
come, that which is in fart f:all be dene away j 
find God our Saviour will keep us from falling ; 
and § prefent us faultlefs before the frefence of 
his glory with exceeding Joy. And we iball 
fave ourfclves from the the fecond death, and 
final* 

• Luke xii. 42. t Johi} xii, 26. % Heb. xii. z j, 

j) I Cor. xiii. 10. S }vie 2+. 
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iinal condemnation, for • there is no condem- 
nation to them uho are in Chrijl Jejus^ who 
walk not after the flejh^ but after the fpirit. 
And if the Spirit of him who raifed up Jefut 
from the dead dwell in us, he that raijed up 
Chrififrom the dead, Jkall alfo quicken our mor- 
tal bodies, and -f- raife them glorious, incor- 
ruptible, and immortal. 

Let us think then, my Brethren, on the 
blefledncfs included in pofTeinng a body fpi- 
ritual, powerful, glorious, and incorruptible j 
and in having our fpirits made perfedl in 
knowledge, goodnefs, devotion, and every 
amiable quality; in clear and unbounded 
views of the perfections and works of God, 
and in exalted fentiments of veneration and 
love to the greateft and beft of Beings, and 
refiding in his glorious prefence : in behold- 
ing the Son of God exalted at the right-hand 
of power and majefly, triumphing in his 
dignity and bleflednefs, fuitably acknowledg- 
ing our obligations to his condefcending 
friendfhip and generous love, and being trant- 
ported with a full aflurance of his and of the 
Father's love; in living with angels and other 
noble minds, mingling in their friend/hips, 
converfations, and employments, and making 
continual improvements in intelledtual and 
and moral perfeftion j in being intirely 
exempted from pain, labour, and death, from 
folly and vice; and ever pradifing what we 
ourfclves fliall fully, approve, and what God 
will 
• Rom. viii. i. ii. f i Cor.x7.4z. 
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will approve ; in being introduced to this 
bleflednefs by the approbation of Chrift de- 
clared before the angels and the whole col- 
leftton of mankind ; and injoyingthis blelTed- 
nefs, not for fome millions of ages only, but 
forever, and with a correfponding devotion 
and gratitude fcrving God and his Son Jefus^ 
to whom we owe this immenfe felicir 
ty. 

Let us think alfo that after alt which, 
the Scripture has revealed, it -f dotb not yet 
fully appear what we jhall he; that eye batb 
not Jeen^ nor batb car beard, nor have entered 
into the heart of man, the tbingi •which Gt4 
Batb prepared for them that love him. L^ 
lis think ferioufly of this, and then refufe^ 
if we can, the utmofl: zeal and fidelity of 
this fhort life to the fervice of fuch a Maf-r 
ter, and to the fecuring fuch a reward. Let 
us think of this, and then fay, whether any 
thing elfe be important, or worth living for 
as this, to be found faithful by God» and ap- 
proved and blefled by him for eternity. 

2. We (hall in this courfe be moft likely 
to fave them who bear us. Such a converfa- 
tion and fuch preaching united are naturally 
adapted to win fouls, and are entitled alfo to 
the peculiar blefljng of the great lover and 
faviour of fouls. It is granted, that our 
fucctfs is not certain, fincc even the life and 
painiftry of our divine Mafter proved unfuc- 
tefful 

"t I John ili, 2. 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
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ccfFul with many j but we (hall be inflru- 
tnental in faving all within our influence, who 
are honeft, and * dijpofed for eternal life. And 
who that hath known the godlike pleaTure 
e£ doing good, can queftion the fupreme 
greatnefs of the fatisfaiftion, derived from a 
confcioufnefs of promoting the evcrlafting fal- 
vation of numbers, when the bleflednefe in- 
joyed by one of the faved in heaven to eter- 
nity will be more than all the happinefs in- 
joyed in this world by the whole human race ? 
To behold many among the bleflcd immor- 
tals, who are in part indebted to our love, and 
labours, and prayers for their bleflednefs, to 
receive their acknowledgments, and triumph 
in their blifs, muH be one of the noblefl fe- 
licities of heaven, and as much exceed the 
higheft fatiffadion we can now receive from 
ferving their temporal well-being, as the hap- 
pinefs of heaven is above the higheft earthly 
injoymcnts. And the hope of pofleffing this 
fatisfaition in heaven muft fill the heart, 
which hath a feeling of generous benevo- 
lence, with a warm zeal and vigorous refo- 
lution in forwarding the full and everlafting 
bleflednefs of immortal Beings, increafing 
the fatiffa<tion and reward of the Saviour to 
whom we owe fo much, and furthering what 
is the delight of God, who -f" is love, and 
f who would have all men to be faved. 

But 

- * A{t».»ii. ^t ^ 1 Jolia if. 9, Xi 'Hai. ii, 4. 
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But the time obliges me to quit this agre- 
able fubje(ft, that I may addrefs a few words 
of exhortation to the Peopie. 

You arc not, my Friends, to think your- 
felves unconcerned in the admonition to Mi* 
nifters to take heed to themfehes. By the laws 
of Chrift you are obUgcd to acquire the fame 
pious and virtuous difpofitions, and you have 
need of hke care and application. And with- 
out the chriftian temper you cannot be qua- 
lified to injoy that heaven, which is the com- 
mon objedl of our hopes and purfuits. Ap- 
ply yourfelves therefore heartily to the fame 
w6rk, and the difficulties you experience, 
will difpofe you to make juft allowances for 
imperfections, which, after all their care, 
remain in your Minifters, and which you 
will find in yourfelves. 

Your Minifters you fee, Sirs, are to take 
heed to their doSfrine, that what they preach 
be conformable to the great Aandards of di- 
vine truth; bear with them then, if in dif- 
charging this duty they fliould vary from hu- 
man ftandards. Try them and their dodrines 
by reafon and Scripture j and do not con- 
demn them, merely for teaching contrary to 
your former apprehenfions or prejudices, 
until you have given them a fair hearing, and 
well know that they have not the truth on their 
fide. Were the Gofpel their own, you might 
perhaps whh fome reafon expedt, that they 
fliould fuit it to your taftes and humours; 
but as it is the Gofpel of Chrift, and they muft 

be 
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•be accountable to him j bear with them, do 
I fay ? Rather efteem and love them the 
more, if through an honeft concern to ap- 
prove themfelves to their great Matter, they 
chufe to adhere to the word of God, rather 
than to the doflrines and inventions of men, 
of any party or combination of men wrhat- 
foever. For think feriouUy what reception 
you can expeit from Chrift at laft, (hould 
any of you treat his Minifters ill, for no bet- 
ter reafon, than their teaching his genuine 
dojarines and precepts, uncorrupted with ht^ 
inan additions. As you value then the favour 
of your great Matter, treat not his Miniften 
ill, till you are certain that they have depart- 
ed from their rule, and have difpleafed him. 
I fpeak to a mixed audience, otherwife fuch 
is the known candor, and generous way of 
thinking, of the Society aflembling in Lev?- 
inVMe^d, that this cauticci might hare 
been well oipited. 

Finally; you fee, Sirs, that our great end 
is your eternal falvarion ; efleem your Minifters 
therefore highly in love for their works fake, 
and heartily concur with them, fincc their 
fuccefs is your happinefs to eternity. Pray 
carneftly fur their faccefs, and this will be a 
good mfins of promoting it; both as it will 
draw down a divine bititting, and will exprefs 
and cheritti tha' ferious concern for your own 
lalvation, which is a great alVittant in fccuring 
% \i yoij lu y heartily for the fuccefs of 
^ IS your 
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^ar Minifters with you, you will ufe jonr 
-beft .endeavours that they may Aiccced. 

To conclude. Let us all, whether Mi- 
^ifters ps People, take heed to ourfelves, and 
to our great work. Let us concur in' promot- 
ing our own falvation, and the falvation of 
Cithers, with an ardor proportioned to the 
worth of the end in view. Let us' forward 
pne Another all we can, and on no account 
jobArud: the fuccefs of fo good a' defign. 'And 
may God, with whom is the refidue of tHe 
&Mrit, and who is the great lover of foulr, 
I^JLefs 118 all with abundant fuccoTs ; and grani 
ns to rejoice together in that world, where 
every work of faith and labour of love will 
^ abundantly and everlallingly recompen- 
sed. Amm. ■ 



The End, 



< vge to, line ii, fir wbicb man, nA/whicli every mtn. 
Page 12, line 14, /arfelf-exainination, r^d^ Iclf-cnltation* 
Page 151 IiK ilj^the, riad their. 



A 

SERMON 

Preached at the 

ORDINATION 

O F 

Mr. SAMUEL WILTON, 

June 1 8 th, 1766, at Lower-Tooting, in Sursy, 
By PHILIP F^URNEAUX. 

TOGETHER WITH 

An INTRODUCTORY DISCOURSE 
By ANDREW KIPPIS, 

Mr. W I L T O N's Confeffion of Failh, 

And Answers to the Questions propofed to him 

B r 

FRANCIS SPILSBURY. 

AND LIKEWISE 

A CHARGE 

DELIVERED BY 
SAMUEL MORTON SAVAGE, B. D. 



LONDON: 

Printed for J. Buckland, and J. Paywe, in Pater- 

nolIer-Row} £. Gardner, in Gracechurch-ftreeCi 

sod W, Dav^eNBILLi at the Lamb inLeadenhall-flreet. 

MDCCLXVL 



THE 
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IF we refleiS with any attention, on the ig- 
norant, degenerate, and miferable ftate of 
the world before the appearance of our Savi' 
our, and confider the adtilirable nature of the 
blcfllngs he eatne to beftow, we cafinot but be 
fcntible that the gofpel is the inoft excellent 
gift that ever was communicated to mankind; 
' the moil excellent gift that could polTibly be 
' communicated ; and that no words can do juf- 
tice to its merit. Being therefore, an inftltii- 
tion of inefiimable value, an inftitution which 
conveys knowledge, pardon, holincfsi comfort, 
and eternal life; it iivas of infinite importance 
that the remotefl parts of the earth, and that 
all fucceeding ages Hiotlld be acquainted with fo 
great a falvation. This, indeed, was the in- 
tention of our heavenly Father, as is manifeft 
from the univerfal genius and defign of chrifti- 
anity, from the prophecies concerning it, from 
many declarations of the New Tcftament, and 
efpecially, from the promifes of our Lord, 
that the gates of belt or hades, fhould never 
prevail againlt his church, and that he would 
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be with his faithful fcrvants always, ereh untO' 
the end of the world. 

Accordingly, our divine Mafter, after his 
refurredtion, poured out upon his difciples the 
extraordinary endowments of the Spirit, to en- 
able them to propagate his facred religrori j and 
though thefe extraordinary endowments are 
now ceafed, he hath provided, in the ordinary ' 
courfe of his adminiftratlon, foi: railing lip,^ sAd 
continuing, a fet of men to carry bn the p^- 
pofes of his grace and favour to the cbiJdreri 6f 
Adam. As " he gave apoftfes, prbpii'et^, iitid 
cvangelifts" for the exigencies of their owii 
times, fu he hath appointed fettled " pajt6r^ ztid 
teachers" for the benefit of all generatioHs ; 
*' that the faints may be perfedled to tJh'e w6^ 
*' of the miniftry; that his body, the churcU^ 
** may be edified j and that hereby we toay 
*' come in the unity of the faith, and df ihc 
" knowledge of the Son of God, unto fflie 
*' perfedl man, uniothe mcafure of the ftittire ' 
« of thefulnefsofChrift." 

. The buiinefs of thefe paftors and teachers is 
Very important : it is no lefs than the promoAng 
of the grand defigns of the gofpel falvatiohj 
the being inftrumental in illuminating, tiiti- 
verting, and purifying finful mortals, and in 
training them up for eternal glory and btefled- 
nefs. U is, therefore, an office that ought to 
be entered upon with the utiiioft confideratibii, 
ftrloul^ 
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ferioufnefs» and fokmnity; nor (hould anyone 
intrude tipon it without poflcfling the fuitable 
^ualiificatibps. 

If we aflc what thefe qualifications are, we 
"ihall find that the firft thing neceflary in the per- 
son who offers himfelf to the work of the mi- 
hiftry is, that he be himfelf a fincere believer in 
JefusChrirt, and that he does moft cordially af- 
fent to the doiflrines of the New Teftament, as 
the only authentic ftandard of his own faith, in 
-oppoiition to all human authority. The next 
"thing requifite is, that he be endued with the 
principles of genuine and fervent piety and good- 
^lefs; that he fhould ftrongly feel the power of 
the divine truths, and habitually live under the 
influence of the precepts, examples, and pro- 
fpetfts, he undertakes to recommend. A third 
thing, of the utmoft moment, is, that he be fur- 
nifiied with a competent degree of knowledge ; 
with fuch knowledge, in general, as Ihall tend to 
fit him for his facred employment ; and cfpeci- 
flUy, fuch a knowledge of the Scriptures, and of 
the whole nature, fcbeme, and end of the Gof- 
pel, as Ihall render him able to teach others alfo. 
It will not be fufficient that he is a fincere and 
faithful man, unlefs he be capable likewife, of 
rightly dividing the word of truth, and of 
giving to every one his portion of meat in due 
Teafon. To thefe feveral qualifications he fliould 
Join a devout and ferious inclination, and a fo- 
lemn confecration of himfelf, to the miniflerial 
B z work. 
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work. His heart ought to be touched with coi?j- 
paflion, with love, for precious and immortal 
Ibuls ; and he fliould eftecm it his honour, his 
happiiiefs, his joy, to devote himfelf to their 
welfare, and to the interefts of his dear Re? 
dccmer. When a perfon is thus fitted, and dif- 
pofed to ferve God in the gofpel of his Son, |t 
is i^ili neceffary to the regular excrcife of the 
paftoral office, that he be called to it by fomc 
congregation, who have chofen himtoconduft 
their worfhip^ to adminifter the ordinances 
among them, and to be the helper of their 
knowledge, hulinefs, comfort, and falvation. 

It is on the circumftiinces already ipentioned, 
that we lay the ftrefs of the validity of the chn- 
Rhn minifiry- But, as it is an employment that 
ought to be entered upon with the greateft Iq- 
lemnity, and as ra(h and ignorant intruders 
fhould be expluded from it as much as poffible, 
it is highly expedient that the man who is going 
to take upon him the awful charge of the fouls 
of his fellow creatures, (hould fummon his fa- 
thers and brethren together, and publickly con- 
fecrate himfelf to the duty of a partor, in their 
prefence, and with their approbation ; fceking 
their earned prayers for a bleiTing on his la- 
bours, and alking their pious ^nd faithful in- 
ftrudtions, admonitions, and experience, to af- 
fift him in the right difcharge of his important 
work. Thus will he be introduced into the 
fervipc of the church, in the way that is, in 
every 
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every refpcft, regular and complcat; in the way 
which is agreeable to the directions and practice 
of the New Tcftament, 

Some, indeed, infift upon it, that ordination 
mufb be conferred by the hands of a diocefan 
bifhop, whom they allert to be of an order di- 
ftipfl from, and fuperior to, common prelbyters 
or paftors, and to have the fole power of dele- 
gating perfons to the minifterial office. But I 
can fee no foundation for this notion in the 
Scriptures, the only rule to which I have rc- 
courfe. I there 6nd, that when Timothy re- 
ceived the gift which was in him, it was ac- 
conipanicd with the laying on of the hands of 
Jhe prefbytery j and I there learn that prcfbytcrs 
and bilhops are the fame office, and that every 
faithful paftor of a fingle congregation, is truly 
a chriftian biftiop. With confidence and plca- 
£ure, therefore, do I affert the_ validity and re- 
gularity of ordination, as exercifed among the 
Proteftant diffenters. With confidence and 
plcafure do I affe'rt that it is formed and con- 
duced on the plan laid down by our Lord and 
his apoftles. Are others minifters of Chrift ? 
fo are we likewife. I will not fay that we are 
morej though it might be alleged in our fa- 
vour, that we adhere in a ftriifler manner to the 
rule of the Gofpel } that the people among us 
have the voluntary choice of their inftruftorsj 
^nd that we fubmit to many di fad vantages, in 
Pfder 
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order to maintain the purity of divine worfbipt 
and that Ubcrty where\yith Jefus hath madeuy 
Ircc. 

Satisfied therefore, as wc arc of the folid and 
regular foundation of our minillerial calling* we 
rejoice whcii frclh candidates offer tbenaicWcs 
to the arduous* but facred, honourable, an4 
delightful work. The prophets, do they lap 
forever? Al.!s! wc know by repeated experi- 
ence, that the trcafure we enjoy in tbepi, ii 
lodged in earthen veflels, which muft.fooD bs 
broken. We fee, in one and another inftance| 
that the perfons are removed who were' buro^ 
ing and Qiining lights, and the lofs of whole 
abilities and fcrviccs we cannot avoid fincercly 
lamenting. But we are abundantly thank^iu 
that our heavenly Father continues to raife up 
jiew inAruments to the glory of his great name. 

We congratulate you the members of this 
chriftian focleiy, that after the breach madt 
upon you by the dt-ath of your late moft excelr 
lent and eminci-,t paftor, ye have been led, t^y 
the providence and grace of God, to the choice 
of our worthy brother, whom we moft cofr 
riially recommend to your efteem and affection. 
We are fatisficd of his fmcere belief in the gof- 
pcl, of his holinefs, hisknowlege, andthedif- 
pofitions nnd views with which he engages in 
the ininiftry. We are fenfible that he hath 
Jjcen called to difcharge it among you by your 

frfc 



frfcfe and bndHihiouS voice ; and accordingly We 
*lre affchlbltd io^ether M receive his folftnn de- 
dicanbn bf hitrifclf to thtf fervicft of the fiirfto- 

S', to pout out our fervent prayers in his be- 
Ifi to liir Up his pure mind by way of re- 
tnlembratlbe, and to join in other a£ts of reli- 
^oii, fuitSbfc tb the prtfent occafion. We 
'mail add likewifc, the ceremony of the impo- 
' fiirdii of h'atjidj, tint as pretending to Convey any 
'i^i?vcrs by tMt tferemony, not even as la^ng a 
urefe upon it; but becaufe it is a primitive cuf- 
tom, becaufe it appears a proper mode of point- 
ing out the perfoti ordained, and becaufe it 
fhould feem, from one or two places in the New 
Tcftament, to have been pradtifed in the apo- 
ftolic times, when no extraordinary gifts were 
conferred. 

And now let us be earneftly folicitous to at- 
tend upon the holy employments of this day 
with proper difpohtions. Let us not come to- 
gether merely to gratify our curiofity, and much 
lefs to exercife a critical feverity about forms of 
expreffion, or doQrines of doubtful difpuiation j 
but with an ardent defire to promote the tem- 
per of chriQian piety, virtue, and love. God 
^rant; that in confequence of our attendance 
upon him, the people may be animated with a 
firmer attachment to the Gofpel, and a ftronger 
regard to the faithful miniiters of Jefus; and 
that we, who have confecrated ourfelves to the 
fervice of never dying fouls, may be engaged to 
6 dilcharge 
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difcharge our facred work with quickened fide- 
lity, diligence, and fervour ! O! may the good 
fpirit of our heavenly Father kindle and cberiih 
in every one of our breaAs, a divine flame, 
which Hiall fhlne and burn with increafing pu- 
rity and brightnefs, through all the days of our 
mortal life ; and at length, be united to the in- 
finitely purer and brighter fires of devotion, af- 
fcdion, and joy, that fhall difFufe an inexpref- 
fible fplendour throughout the celeftlal world, 
for ever and ever ! Amen. 
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I Cor. iv. I. 
Let a man so account of us as of the 

MINISTERS OF ChRIST, AND STEWARDS 
OF THE MYSTERIES OF GoD. 

THE contending parties and fatftions 
which diftrafted the Chucch of Corinth, 
owed their rife to the attempts of fome juda- 
izing teachers, to incorporate and confolidate 
the law of Mofes and the gofpel of Chrift into 
one fyilem ; inafmuch as they fuppofed the for- 
mer requifite to be obferved even by the Gen- 
tile converts, in order to their acceptance With 
God. But being ftrenuoufly oppofed in this 
defign by the apoftle Paul, who was fet for 
the defence of the Gofpel againft all innova- 
tions and corrupt mixtures, anid who oi^all oc- 
cafions fignalized himfelf in aflerting its purity 
and perfeftion, its independence on and fupe- 
riority to the iawj which, as the fhadow of 
future good things, was abolilhed, now the 
C fubftancc 
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fubftance was come; they thereupon ufed all 
' their endeavours, by an afFeflcd contempt of 
him, and by the moft artful and invidious in- 
iinuations againfl: him, to weaken his credit, 
and impair and link his reputation among the 
Corinthians ; that they might meet with the 
lefs obAruftion, in fpreading their opinion of 
the neceflity of the obfervation of the Jcwifti 
ritual. 

Cn this account there were two points, 
which the apcftle kept fteadily in view ; of 
which the firft and principal was to reftorc and 
eflablilh among them, the purity and limplicity 
of the gofpel j and then, to vindicate his own 
charaifler, as a dt/interefled and faithful apolUe 
and preacher of the gofpel, ordained " not of 
" mcHj nor by men, but by Jefus Chrift *," 
the great head of the church. And this latter 
be was under llrong engagements and obliga- 
tions to do, not merely from that juft regard 
which man oweth to his own private reputa- 
tion i but in order that his authority, and con- 
fequently his influence and ufcfulnefs in the 
church, might not be utterly ruined, or at Icaft 
greatly diminiihed. 

It is, indeed, a very difficult tafk for any 

man to plead bis own caufe, to maintain his 

own juft rights, and the integrity of his own 

views, when they are called in queftion, with- 

• Gal. i. I. 

4 out 
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.out the appearance or imputation of vanity or 
partiality. We have reafon therefore to admire 
the coofuoamate ikill and addrefs, with which 
the apofile toucheth this nice and delicate fub- 
je<ft; confcffing, with unafFe<9:ed humility, his 
own meannefs and weaknefs, as a chriflian and 
a minifter ; and not concealing the natural dif- 
advantages under which he hi^d laboured; ia 
preaching the gofpel among them ; and taking 
notice of the plain and artlefs manner in which 
he had difpcnfed divine truth ; inferring from 
hence, as he juftly might, notwithftanding 
his enemies were ready to objetS it to his dif- 
honour> that the divine energy had frgnally 
^cooperated with his endeavours, and that their 
** faith did not fiand in the wifdom of men, 
*' but" had been cftabliftied fay *' the power" 
and Spirit " of God*." After this he taketh 
courage to afTert his apoAolical commillion and 
authority in the moft exprcfs terms : " we are 
** fellow- labourers, faith he, of God : ye are 
** God's hulbandry, ye arc God's building -f-." 
And then be cautioneth others, having the ju- 
daizing teachers particularly in his eye, to take 
heed what kind of fuperftrufture they reared 
on the ground-work he had laid : " according 
" to the grace of God which is given unto me, 
" as a wife mafter-builder," faith he, " I 
*' have laid the foundation, and another build- 
" eth thereon. But let every man take heed 
" how he buildeth thereupon. For other foun- 
* X Cor. ii. 5. t I Cor. iii. 9. 

C 2 "dalioi 
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*' dalnh can no maii lay than that is laid, 
"which is Jcfus Chrift. Now if any nwa 
" build upoii this foundation, gold, fiWer, 
" precbus ftones, wood, bay, ftubble, ercry 
" man's work (hall be made manifeft. For 
." the day (hall declare it, becaofe it ihall be 
" revealed by fire, and the fire fhall try every 
•• m^n's work of what fort it is. If any man's 
*« work abide, which he hath built thereupon, 
*' he fliall receive a reward. If any man's 
" Work (hall be burnt, he (hall faffer tofs^ but 
*' he himfelf (hatl be faved, yet fo as by fire ||." 

But what is it Paul could aim at, might his 
oppofers demand, by this undue felf-examina- 
tion ? as if the very being, at Icaft the fuccefa 
ftnd profperity, of the chriftian religion iblely 
depended on him 1 Was be alonC vefted with 
Chrift's commifiion and authority ? Would be 
be fole vicar and delegate of Chrift, and fu- 
. preme head of the church, and fo fecorc the 
implicit faith and'obedtence of all chriftians tb 
himfelf? To preclude and obviate all fuch un- 
fair and uncandid inferences from, and con- 
ftrudlions of, what he had juft affirmed, of his 
having laid the foundation of the church at Co- 
rinth, and of the neceflity of all who fucceedcd 
him in that work proceeding upon his plan, 
making ufe of the fame materials, and buitdiiJ^ 
after his ftile and manner ; he remindeth theA, 
that they were " not to glory in men," to 
II I Cor, iii. 10 — 15. 

boaft 
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bojifl: of any men or miniibrs flbove» or to the 
p'rejudice or difparagement of, other minifters. 
^* For^" faith he, " all things are yours," or 
for the benefit of chfiflians, " whether Paul, 
*' or ApoJlos, or Cephas, or the world, of 
** life, or death, or things prefent, or things 
'' to come, all are yours, and ye are Chrift's, 
•' and Chrift is God's*:" that is, miniftetS 
are ordained for the fervice of the chufcb, 
not the church for the aggrandizing of 
mlnifters. 

AD, therefore, which he contended for, 
tffas, that he might be acknowledged as a true 
Ktid genuine apoftle and fervant of Cfinft, fully 
inftru£ted in the fcheme of the gofpel, and well 
able to inftrudt others j the confequence of 
which was, that without any undue aiTuming, 
or arrogance, or fetiing up himfelf above 
others, he might jullly exped the labours c^ 
thofe, who came after him in the vineyard, 
fliould not be inconliflent and contradi^ory, 
but entirely conformable to his. He therefore, 
in the words of the text, imparteth to them 
his whole intention, and informeth them in 
what light they fliould conlider him, and all 
others, who preached the gofpel to them, 
whether they were more or lefs acceptable as 
to their perfonal endowments : " let a man fo 
" account of us as of the minifters of Chrift, 
" and ftewardsof the myftericsof God." And 
• I Cor. iii. 21— 23. 

their 
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their afting becoming this character, would 
.be a fure and infallible tell of the meafure c^ 
regard and efteem, which they refpectively de- 
fcrvcd. " For it is required," faith he, *• in 
*' ftewards, that a man be found faithful *;" 
Yet, as all human decifions are liable to error, 
*' it is with me a very fmali thing, that I 
*• fhould be judged of you, or of man's judg- 
" ment ; yea, I judge not," I pretend not to 
be fupreme and infallible judge over '* my 
" ownfelf ; for though I know nothing by," 
or rather am confcious of no evil or finifter in- 
.teniion, or of any uhfaithfulnefs in *• myfelf, 
*' yet am I not hereby" fully and 6nally *' juf- 
•' tified :" -f- 1 cannot rely on this as an authen- 
tic acquittal and abfolute difcharge : ** for he 
•' who judgeth me, is the Lord. Therefore 
.*' judge nothing before the time:" be not ib 
hafty and peremptory in your feveral opinions 
and decifions concerning miniders, in condemn- 
ing one and exalting another; but wait *' till 
** the Lord come, who will bring to light the 
•* hidden things of darknefs, and will make 
" manifeft the counfels of the heart; and then 
" ihall every manhave praife of God X-' then 
fliall every minifter have that juft portion of 
praife, which his talents and diligence and fide- 
lity have deferved. 

This is a fuccimfl, and I apprehend, juft and 
candid view of the reafoning of the apoftle in 
" 1 Cor, iv. i. t ver, 3, 4. J ver, 5. 

this 
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this context} and though it be ftri£tly and pri- 
marily applicable: to the inrplred apoitlcG, and 
to other extraordinary miniftcrs of Chrift, 
yet, I can fee no fufficient reafotj for confining 
it folcly to them. The apoftle's argument 
proceedeth upcm principles accommodable to 
the miniftcrs of Chrift in all ages, ordinary as 
well as extraordinary; allowing for this fingle 
circumftance, in which they vary, thalthcone 
received the truths and doftrines they were to 
difpenfe, from the great Mafter himfclf, or by 
the immediate infpiration of his Spirit; and the 
other draw their " water out of the wells of 
" falvation" opened in the Scriptures, out of 
the fountain of divine revelation. And the 
apoftle feemeth to include not only his feilow- 
labourers, but all who Ihould build on his 
foilndation, then or in aftertimcs ; who arc 
alike to be confidered " as miniftcrs of Chrift, 
" and ftewards of the myfteries of God." And 
as far as ordinary miniftcrs appear to the judg- 
ments and confcicnces of men, to difpenfe the 
uncorrupted truths of the gofpcl from the fa- 
crcd canon, they are plainly intitled to the like 
eftcem and regard with the apoftles thcmfelves: 
they are llkewife In this cafe, to be accounted 
" miniftcrs of Chrift, and ftewards of the 
" myfteries of Gpd." And if the apoftles of 
Chrift only claimed the character o( ftewards, 
furely their fucceflbrs, whatever be their advan- 
tages and endowments, can have no pretence 
to aflume a fupericr or more lordly charafler. 
Having 
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Having premifed thefe things, in further 
fpeaking to the words of (be text* I ihall 

First. Reprclent the charaflBr which St. 
Paul claioieth for htmfelf, and all other mini- 
Aer$ ordinary and extraordinary. 

SzcotiDtY. I will enquire what this cha- 
racter may be fuppofed to challenge and de- 
ferve, when the apoftle faith> Let a man so ac- 
count of us : and then conclude with fome re- 
Itedions. 

First. I am to reprefent the character 
which St. Paul claimeth for himfelf, and ^1 
other minifters ordinary and extraordinary* 
" Let a man fo account of us, as of the mioi- 
*' ftas of Chrift, and flewards of the myAeriet 
** <rf God." Now this, in the 

Fir^ place, declaretb our Mailer, and by 
whom we arc commiffiooed and employed i 
namely Chri0. 

The word, here rendered minifter *, ufually 

fignifieth a iervant. To be the minifters of 

Chrift, 

• The word is wtwithc, which being derived from uvt 
•nd iffTitr, properly fignifieth an under-rower; and by a 
fynecBoche, minifter, famulus, in which fenfe it isgeoC' 
rally explained by Lexicographers. And though it fonie4 
times fignifieth a public offictr, it is always one who ii Tub* 
je£t to, and attendant on, a fuperior officer, and appointed 
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thrift, therefore, plainly dcnoteth, that Chrift 
alone is our Mafter. Agreeably to his own de- 
daration to his apoflles, when they were con- 
tending for fuperiority. and pFeheminence in his 
kingdom : " One is your mafter, even Chrift, 
' ** and all yearc brethren ;" ye are all on a level, 
are all peers or equals, ^1 alike invefted with 
my. comnoiflion, and are fellow-fervants in my 
church and family ; and I am mafter and lord^ 
to whom jurifdidlion and dominion appertain. 

The apoftles originally received their com-* 
miffion from Chrift: "Go," faith he, ",ahd 
** difciple all natbns, baptizing them in the 

tq execute hJs orden> Xenophon fpeaketh of the a^^i rx 
fPtmoiTxita. uiDif fTai> whofc buHnefs it was to piovide necel^ 
nries for the troops under the dircAion of the general, and 
who reem to have a£ted lilteffife in the capacity of his tncf- 
lengets or J'idi 4t calnp. De Cyri InAit. lib. ii. p. iji^ 
p. 85. p. 1 161 117. In the Evangeltft Matthew, chap. v. 
%$. where a judge is fpoken of as committing a delinquent 
to the care of his officer, it nieancth to t^fergtatil or li^Iar. 
■ Aitd in this fenTe it is ufed by Pluurch, when he faith, that 
BcuUu, paiEng fentcnce on his Coa Titus, htu; enroc^t^as 
irfai TKf wrflgirat to irjwins-o*, u/*(rsf o» uSti, (itsv, to Aoiirs* 
t« if-ytf. in vit. Poplicol^, oper. p. 99. £. edit. Francof. 
1620. In St. Lulce, chap. iv. 20. it is ufed for the fervant 
of the iynagc^e. In general it anfweretb to the DHD'^C^^ 
ihoterim among the Hebrews, who were poflefled of no au- 
thority tbcmfelves, being only the fetvants and attendants 
of fome fupeilor officers or magiftrates, by whofe com- 
minda their duty was boih ditet^xd and circumfcribcd. 
The word, therefore, is with great propriety applied to the 
minilicrs of Chrifl, who are only his feivants, and intitlcd 
to no regard, any fuither than tbcyft^low hit inftru^ions. 

D •* name 
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*' name of the Father, of the Son, arid of the 
*• Holy Ghoit, teaching them to obferve what- 
*' foever I have commanded you ; and lo I atn 
" with you always, even to the end of the 
*' world -f-." And when he authorized his 
fcventy difclples, it was in thefe words : " bc- 
*' hold, I fend you forth as flicep in the midft 
*• of wolves; be ye therefore wife as ferpents, 
" and harmlefs as doves |t." And the apoftlcs 
of Chrift, after his afcenfion, coniidered them- 
felves as acting under his authority, and pur- 
fuant to powers delegated to them by him. 
Thus St. Paul declareth, " all things are of 
•• God, who hath reconciled us to himfelf by 
" Jefus Chrift, .and hath given to us the mi- 
" niftry of reconciliation ; to wit, that God was 
" in Chrift, reconciling the world to himfelf, 
" not imputing their trefpafles unto them, and 
" hath committed unto us the word of recon- 
*' ciliation. Now then wc are ambaffadors for 
" Chrift, as though God did befcech you by, 
'' us, we pray you in Chrift's ftead be ye recon- 
" ciled unto God j for he hath made him to be 
" fin for us who knew no iin, that we might . 
*' be made the righteoufnefs of God in him-§." 
Chrift recrived his commiffion from the Fa- 
ther, and the apoftlesfrom Chrift. 

And they were not merely the apoftles and 
cxtiaordinary minifters of the church, at the 
t Matt, xxviii. 19, so. [| Matt. x. 16. 

§ 2 Cor. Y, 18 — 21. 

firft 
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firft promulgation ofthegofpel, who received 
their ioftrudtions and commilfion from ChriO ; 
but the under- fervants in the family, the ordi- 
nary minifters of Chrift, in all fucceeding ages, 
dwive their commiflion from the fame fountain 
as the apoftles did ; though not immediately and 
individually, yet by virtue of a general inftitu- 
tion and ordinance, which he hath eftabli/hed, 
and made perpetual. So St. Paul declareth : 



' when he," that is Chrift, *' afcended 



up c 



" high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts 
■ " unto men— -and he gave fome apoillcs, and 
" fome prophets, and fome evangclifts, and 
** fome payors and teachers^ for the perfediog 
*' of the faints, for the work of the miniftry, 
" for the edifying of the body of Chrift, till vve 
" all come in the unity of the faith, and of 
" the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
*'. perfect man, unto the meafnre of the ftatufe 
*' ofthe fulncfs of Chrift f." 

By virtue of this grant I do not claim for the 
minifters of Chrift any myfterious or any inde- 
lible charadlcr. By ordination to the chriilian 
miniftry, I underftand nothing more than 
men's publickly and folemnly devoting them- 
fclves, and being fet apart, to be the fervants of 
Chrift in the difpenfation of the gofpel ; a fo- 
Icmn engagement to ** fpend and be fpent |j" for 
the fcrvice of Chrift and fouls. 

t Efh. iv, 8— 13. 11 2Cor.xii. i5» 

D 2 , And 
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Aod this notion is as unexceptionable, as it 
is intelligible. AH chriftians arc Chrift's fer- 
vams, and own him as their inaAer, and en- 
gage to be faithful to him m all their fecular 
concerns, and in all their tranfaAions and conir 
mcrce with the world: whereas, they who af- 
fume the office of minifters, withdraw from 
the fecular affairs of the world, that they may 
be wholly occupied in divine things; that they 
may fervc all the children arid fcrvahts b£ 
Chrift, and help them forward in their" way to 
heaven ; not deriving any authority or power 
from men, but only claiming and exercUTdg 
what they derived from Chrift, taking his in- 
ftruiflions for their rule, and owning him alone 
as their mafter and lord. 

The apoftles brought credentials direiSHy 
from Chrift, to prove beyond coniroverfy the 
truth and validity of their divine miflion; arid 
from thence arofe the obligation all were under 
to attend to what they delivered. ""He that 
" heareth you," faith Chrift, " heareth me. 
" and he that defpifcth you defpifeth me, and 
*' he that defpifeth me defpifeth him. that fcnt 
" me ||." And therefore the apoftles decla- 
red, "We preach not ourfelves, but Chrift Je- 
** fus Lord, and ourfelves your fervants for Je- 
" fus' fake |." And St. Paul exp'reffelh him- 
felf thus to the Galatlans ; " Do I feck to plcafe 
** men ? for if I yet pleafed men, I ftiould not 
I Lukex, 16. 1^ 2C0r.il'. 5. 
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ff\ be Uic icrvant of Chrift. But I affure you, 
^*»brcthren, that the,gol|)el which I preached 
" aqioQg you, was not after men; for I 
*.*i-n«riier received it of man, neither was I 
.",tayght it, but 4>y the revelation of Jefus 
f* Chrift §.■' And he eyprefsly exhorteth Ar- 
chippus : " Take heed to the miniftry, iv^icb 
.** tAsU bi0 received of the Lord, that thou fu!- 
"r^U'it*." And he bleffeth Chrift Jcfus his 
iLofd, who had *' counted him faithfu), and 
'.* had put him into the miniftry -f-," 

1^1 own, fioce miraculous gifts and powers 
have ceafed, we, who' now ftile ourfelves mi- 

I nifters, have no way left to prove ourfclvcs the 
authorized mipifters of Chrift, except by our 

, pofleftipg ipinifterial qualifications, being 
Uamelefs and exemplary in our converiation, 
"apt to teach," devoting ourfelves to the work 
of the miniftry, approving ourfelves " able mir 
" nifters of the New Teftament," and" work- 
** men that need not be aftiamed, rightly di- 
f* viding Jhe word of truth," giving ourfclve? 

I'to " reading, meditation, and prayer," and 

._ producing minifterial. gifts and graces inftead of 
miraculous ones. With fucb talents and fuch 

■ a! temper, with fouls animated and enlarged 
with the love of Chrift, we may venture to af- 

"fume the title md character of fcrvants of 
jChrift } we may come in his name, we may 
plead his authority, his merit, his lovej we 

§ Gal. i. 10—12. ? Col. IT. 17. t I Tim. i. 12. 

may 
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may call up your attention, not to oorfelves, 
but to h\vr,i we may preach him lord and head 
of his church, and exhort you to rely on bis 
mediation,' and obey his precepts, as ever you 
hope to be owned by him as his genuine dif- 
ciples . 

Secondly. The charadler of •' miniilers of 
" Chrift and ftcwards of the myfleries of God," 
denotcth the thing with which we are intruded, 
or the errand and embafly on which we are itfi- 
pbyed ; namely the difpenfation of the myfle- 
ries of God. By the myfteries of God I under- 
Hand all thofe divine purpofes with refpc£t to 
the falvatioR of men, which were hid from 
former ages and generations ; and, though un- 
folded by degrees, were never fully made 
known until the difpenfation of the gofpel. 
Thus the apoftle Paul fpeaking of the fubjea 
and manner of his preaching, obferveth, '* Wc 
" apodlcs fpeak the wifdom of God In a my- 
" ftery, even the hidden wifdom, which God 
" ordained before the world unto -our glory ; 
*' which none of the princes of this world 
" knew J for had they known It, they would 
" not have crucified the Lord of glory*." 
And in like manner, commending the be- 
lieving Romans to God, " who is of power," 
added he, '? to eftablifh you according to my 
'' gofpel and the preaching of Jefus Chrift, 
ff according to the revelation of the myftery 
* I Cor. ii. 7, 3, 

" which 



*.*. which was kept fccret fincc the World b^gan, 
" but agreeable to the fcripturcs of the pro-* 
** phets, and purfuant to the commandment of 
*« the evcrlafting God, is now made known to 
V all nations for the obedience of faith f ." 

When the minifters of Chcift are faid to be 
ilewards of the, myileries of God, ii doth not, 
I apprehend, refer to their. preaching doflrines 
which are in their own nature abftrpfe and in- 
explicable and incomprehenfible; but only, as- 
it appeareth to me, to their declaring to the 
world, by, divine authority, thofe dodrinea 
with refpeft to reconciliation with God and the 
eternal fatvation of finncrs, which wcrenot* 
and could not be, fully underflood and unfolded 
till after Chrift's death, rcfurredion, and al- 
cenfion; the original meaningof the word my- 
ftcry being nothing more than fomething fecfet 
or concealed *. 

The 

f Rom. xvi. 25, 26. 
■ • This is the proper meaning of fj-vrngiav; 'whether, 
with J. Cafaubon, we derive it from the hcbrew "TTlD Tatar, 
occultarCt to hide or fccrcte ; from whence cometh "IJICD 
miftar, or *nnDO miftor, res abfcondita, fecrctumj {fea 
his £x ere itati ones ad Baronii Annal. Exerc. xvi. § xliii. 
p. 478. edit. Genev. 1655.) or with Conftantins (iee his 
Lexicon in voc.) either from ftjiiK rofias os obfisnare, or 
from f^uwclaudo and TUfEw CLiflodio, bec^ufe myftcries Jii 
fAvrxvTX' Twfftv, arc things which ought to be Icepl fecret. , 
Accordingly thofe particular religious rites or du61rines, the 
knowledge of which, among the Heathens, waa concealed 
froip ^^^ vulgar, and soly imparted^ under an oath of fe- 
S crccy, 
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Theeffan3, therefore, orembaliy, bnwfaichf 
ministers are employed, is to poblilhf and. ex^ 
plain, and enforce the chriiUan' revelation, t(f 
ppeach the myfteries of the- kingdom, that<is; 
the gofpel, both as to the- duties it iojoinetb-, 
and the privileges it conferrcth. And in this 
iciife our Saviour ufeth the exprelHsn, wt/en 
his difetples came and a^ed hio), u^heipoke 
to the muhitude in parablcs,T-)*' Bccaoie/* 
faith he, *' il is given unto you- to know th* . 
** myfteries of the kingdom of heawo, bub 
*• to them it is not given *." As if he had. 
faid. You have all the truths wtikh concern tfae 
ilate of the gofpel and the kingdom of the Med^ 
liah clearly and fully explained toyou.j yettfacr. 
mixed multitude are not worthy, or diipoftd*, 
to receive fuch a difcovcry. 

This then is the province of the nuniftors of 
Chrift : to " declare to his people the wholf 
*' counfel of God," and to" keep back nothing 
" which is profitable to them ■" as ftewards of 
the houfehold, difpenfing, out of the ftores and 
provifions of the great mailer of the family, wb^t- 
is fuirable to the exigencies of every merobet of ' 
it; *' giving to every one his portion in duefea-- 
'* fon ;" feeding them not with chaff, but with 
crecy, to the initiated, were, on that account, ftiled iii)t>> 
Deries. And all the derivatiuns of the word lead ustoibil 
one uniform idea of it, as denoting a fecrct not yet divul-- 
gedl in which fenfe it is ufed bothby ehe facred and pre- 
fane authors. 

* Mi)tt. xiii. n. 

piiirtf 
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pure wheat i and adminiftering " milk to them 
. " who arc weak and only babes in Chrift, and 

** meat to them who are of full age," and of a 
. vigorous and athletic conftitution ; " to all, as 

" they arc able to bear it;" that " we may 

" p^-efent every man perfed: in Chrift Jefus." 

We are not fent to Inftrudl you in matters 
bffciencebr points of fpeculation, to reconcile 
the jarring opinions of fages and philofophers, 
or to make you wife according to the wifdom 
of this world. *' For it is written," faith St, 
Paul, " I will deftroy the wifdom of the wile, 
*' and will bring to nothing the undcrftanding 
" of the prudent. Where is the wife ? where 
" is the fcribe ? where is the difputer of this 
'* world ? hath not God made foolilh the wif- 
" dom of this world? for after that, in the 
" wifdom of God, the world by wifdom knew 
*' not God, it pleafed God by the fooiifhnefs of 
*' preaching to fave them that believe. For 
" the Jews require a lign, and the Greeks feek 
*' after wifdom -, but we preach Chrift cruci- , 
** fied, to the Jews a ft umhling- block, and 
" to the Greeks fooliftinefs, but unto them 
** who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
** Chrift the power of God, and the wifdom 
"of God*." And accordingly he faith, " I, 
" brethren, when I came to you, came not 
** with excellency of fpeech or of wifdom, de- 
'* daring unto you the teftimony of God. For 
I Cor. i. 19 — 24. 

E "Ide- 



26 SERMON. 

*' I determined not to know any thing among 
" you, favc Jefus Chrift and him crucified -j-." 
Not that thcapoftle was always difcourfing and 
iniiding on one fingle article or branch of di- 
vine revelation, however important and inte- 
refting, or however feafonabic it might be at 
that time, and to thofc who were yet Jews or 
Heathens, or but newly converted to the chri- 
ftian faith j but while he laid Chrift as the 
foundation-ftone, and the only foundation, he 
endeavoured to raife a noble fuperftrufture there- 
on, and to " make the man of God perfefl: ia 
*' every good work ;" not only inforcing obe- 
dience to the divine will in the general, but 
requiring the prad:ice of thofe particular duties, 
and the exercife of thofe graces and virtues, 
which are the fruits of faith; and which are 
not only ornamental, but effential to the chri- 
Aian Aate. 

Thirdly. The title, « minifters of Chrift 
and ftewards of the myfteries of God," point- 
etb out, to whom we are accountable foe 
our fidelity and diligence: namely, to Him 
who employed us, and whofe flewards we arc. 
Agreeably hereunto, St. Paul declareth to the 
Corinthians in the words immediately following 
the text, that it was *' with him a very fmaU 
*' thing to be judged of them, or of man's 
•' judgment ;" knowing that to them he was not 
accountable i ** for he that judgcth me, is the 
t I Cor. it. I, 2, 

" Lord." 
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"' Lord." Andclfcwhcre he declaretb, *' We 
'* labour," that is, we who preach the gofpel, 
labour, ** that whether prefcnt or ahfcnt, wc 
''* may be accepted of him ; for we muft all ap- 
" pear before the judgment feat of Chrift, that 
*.' every one may receive the things done in his 
<« body, according to that he hath done, whe- 
** ther it be good or bad. Knowing therefore 
** the terror of the Lord, we perfwade men ||," 
■A reverence and awe of him, to whom we arc 
accountable j of his authority, of his omni- 
science, and of his ability to difcem and reward 
pur fidelity, or punilh our rcmiisncfs or unfkil- 
fulnefs; and cfpecially our breach of truftj is a 
. ftrong and awaltcning motive to difioterefted- 
neft, to diligence, to conftancy and integrity in 
our work. St. Paul fpcaking of his own con- 
dudl faith, that " in all things he endeavoured 
■" to approve himfclf the minifter of God in 
" much patience, in afflidions, in neccflitics, 
"in diftreffes, in ftripes, in imprifonmcnts, in 
•' tumults, in labour, in watchings, in faft- 
«' ings; by purenefs, by knowledge, by long- 
'* fufiering, by kindncis, by the Holy Ghoft, 
" by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by 
*' the armour of rightcoufncls, on the right 
" hand and on the left, by honour and difho- 
** nour, by evil report and good report *." 
For '" feeing we have received this miniftry," 
faith he, " we have renounced the hidden 
" things of di&onefty, not walking in craftincfs 
g 2 Cor. V. 9— ir. • 2 Cor. vi. 4—8. 

E 2 "or 
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** or handling the word of God deceitfully, but 
*' by manifeftation of the truth, commending 
'* ourfclves to every map's confcience in the 
** fight of God -fj" For we are not as many, 
" who corrupt the word of God, but as of fin- 
" cerity, as accountable to God, and as 
*• adling in his iight, fo fpeak we in Chrift Je- 
*■ fus J." This is a brave and noble declaration, 
worthy an honeft man and cbriftian minifter. 
And it had been well for the chriftian church, 
if all, who have claimed the honourable ti^le of 
ftewards of the myneries of God, had afled in 
like manner, had, like Mofes, been ^' faithful 
" in all God's houfe as fcrvants," had kept their 
eye continually fixed on that account which 
mud be given by them to the great maflcr of 
the family, when coming to rccpkon with hU 
fcrvants, he fliall fay, " Give me an account flf 
" yoyr ftewardlhip, for ye fhall be no longer 
" ftcwards ||." But this bVingcth me 

In the Second place, to enquire what this 
charai^^r may be fuppofed to challenge and de- 
serve, when the apofile defireth. Jet a; man &t 
a^cotint of us. And I obferve, 

Firji. It plainly entitleth us to no regard 
any further than as we produce Chrift's war- 
rant and commiihon for what we deliver an^ 
enjoin. 

.•fe 2 Cor. iv. I, 2. ■ t 2 Cor. ii. 17. 

I Luke xvi. 2. 

7 A ftcward 
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A fteward or fervant can be intitlcd to nt? 
fffpe£l in his own name or right, but only ia 
virtue of hie mafler's authority and dignity. 
And therefore, if he ejjcecdeth his commiffioo, 
if he delivereth any meffage as from his mafter, 
which he is not intrufted or impowered to de- 
liver, he is fo far from having a right to claim 
refpedt, that he defcrveth a very fevere rebuke. 
Our Saviour himfelf hath made the diAin(5lion : 
.*-' He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a 
** prophet y Hull receive a prophet's reward; 
^' sad he that receiveth a righteous man in the 
** name of a righteous man, iball receive a 
'■*- righteous man's reward *." We are to be 
a<c?ounted and elleemed as the fervants and 
ftewards of Chrift, no further, than as we pro- 
duce Chrift's commilTion and warrant, to au- 
thenticate pur melTage* and to fupport what we 
deliver as divine truth. And we are abufing 
our charat^er, and aifronting our mader, when 
we go forth and make ufe of his name, to give 
9 faoAion (o any dodrines of fallible men. 
Chrift hath left us our commiffion, and ouf 
xnefSige, in the Scriptures; and with thefe ia 
our hands, and appealing to them for the truth 
and importance of ail we deliver, we may juftly 
fpcjk with authority, as in the name of Chrift. 
The apoftles themfelves did not make ufe of 
ihc fandity of their charafter, though they 
were infpired, to foreftal and preclude the judg- 
ment of private chrirtians. St. Paul commend- 
•. Matt. X. 41. 

ed 
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cd the Bereans for fearching the Scriptures of 
the Old Teftament, to fee whether what he 
faid was agreeable thereto *, And again, ** I 
'* fpcak as unto wife men, judge yc what I 
" fay -f." And again, " Confider what I fay, 
•• and the Lord give you underftandlng in all 
** things J." 

From their example (hould the minifters of 
Chrift have learnt, not to ** lord it over the 
*' faith" of chriftians, but in meeknefs to in- 
ftrudl the ignorant and convince gainfayers j 
not to menace, but to rcafon i not to challenge 
any regard to their opinions or decilions, any 
otherwife than as they appear confonant to the 
faith once delivered to the faints. 

But then it may be afked, fuppofing the rule 
or conftraftion to be in any cafe ambiguous, 
muft there be- no authoritative interpreter or 
judge, to fettle its meaning ? do not the mini- 
fters of Chrift underftand, and are they not 
impowered to expound the Scriptures ? 1 an- 
fwer, the ordinary minifters of Chrift arc no 
more infallible than private chriftians. They 
are often weak and ignorant men, are men of 
like paflions and prejudices with othersj fo that 
all they fay muft be proved from clear paifages 
of Scripture. And what can be evinced by 
reafon and argument, and a fair interpretation 
of Scripture, needeth not their authority to in- 
• A£1» xvii. II,' f 1 Cor, X. 15. J 2 Tim. ii. 7. 
force 
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force it ; becaufe it hath a fufficient one with- 
out theirs : namely, that of Chrift their ma- 
fter. And what they cannot make out by 
Scripture and reafoni he muft be very weak 
who will receive upon their authority. Mtni- 
Aers mufl, £rft, make the fenfe and meaning 
of their rule and inftru£tions plain to the under- 
ftanding of the people j and, when they have 
done this, they may demand regard to it in the 
name, and by the authority of their mafter. 
And this leadeth me to obfcrve 

Secondly. That as far as we produce our Sa- 
viour's warrant and commiffion for what we de- 
liver, I think it intitleth us to a candid, and 
patient, and attentive hearing. 

The dodtrine of the gofpel is unquefttonably 
of the higheft importance to mankind. If there 
be any rubjefls in the world, that ought to 
awaken and engage their attention, they muit 
be thofe which relate to their evcrlafting falva- 
tioD. And though I am ready to acknowledge, 
that the imperfections attending the fervant, 
who delivercth the meffage, may fometimes 
prevent its coming with that weight and energy 
on our minds, it might otherwise do ; yet fure 
I am, there is no meffage from Chrift but well 
deferveth our attention } and we {hould make it 
matter of duty to attend with ferioufnefs and 
candor, " to hear what the Lord our God hath 
" to fay unto us." Chrift exprcfsly affured his 
apofties. 
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apoftles, in a paffbge already cited, " He thai! 
•' heareth you, heareth me, and he that de- 
«* fpifeth you, defpifelh me, and he that dtf- 
" fpifeth me, dcfpifeth him that fent me." 
When the prophet Jeremiah was fent with a 
meffage to the children of Ifrael, he cxpoftula- 
tcth with God for calling him out to this ier- 
vjce: '• Ah! Lord God," faith he, *' behold I 
" cannot fpcak, I am a child. But the Lord 
" anfwcrcd. Say not, I am a child ; for thoii 
« flialt go to all to whom I fend thee, and what- 
*' foever I command thee, that flialt thou fpcak. 
« Be not afraid of their faces j — for, behold ! I 
" have put words into thy mouth *." And as- 
far as we produce Chrift's warrant for what we 
deliver, he may be faid to have put icords into 
cur mouths; and then we fpeak '* not the 
*• v^ords of men, but what is in deed and truth 
*' the word of the living God." We may there- 
fore juftly apply on this occafion the words of 
the apoftle to the Hebrews, " See that ye refufe 
" not him that fpeakcth j for if they efcaped 
". not, who refufed him that fpake on earrf}," 
that is Mofcs, " much more fliall not we 
*' efcape, if we turn away from him that fpeak- 
*' eth from heaven -|-." Jefus Chrifl:, " whofe 
" we are, and whom we fcrve |," is " declared 
" to be the Son of God with power by his re- 
" furreftion from the dead [[ ;" and when he 
fendeth his fcrvants in his name, and in his 
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. Father's name, they cannot be defpifed with 
impunity. There is a paffage of St. Paul in his 
iecond epiftle to the Corinthians, concerning 
himfclf, very applicable to myprefent purpofe; 
" Do ye look," faith he, " on things accord- 
** ing to the outward appearance? For fhould 
" / hQaJl of my authority which the Lord bath 
" given me for your edification, I ihould have 
" no caufe to be afhamed j inafmuch as though 
*' my bodily prefence is weak, and my fpeech" 
or elocution " contemptible, yet my letters" 
(or what I compofe and deliver) " are weighty 
" and powerful." But if I may dp it with 
decency and without offence, allow rae to add. 

Thirdly, That this charafler, the minifters 
of Chrift and ftewards of the myfteries of God, 
intideth us to efleem and affedtion, as far as we 
appear to have our Mafter's caufe and intereft ac 
heart. 

I fay, as far as we have our Mafter's caufe 
and intereft at heart. An ignorant, indolent, 
felfilh, carnal, proud, imperious minlfter, who 
afpireth after wealth or power, is one of the 
moft odious of all characters. But a truly 
humble, confcientious, faithful, diligent one, 
who is able to fay with St. Paul, " God is my 
" record, how greatly I long after you all in 
^' the bowels of Jefus Chrift *," — God pardon 
us, that fo few of us can fay this ! — I fay, fuch 
A minifter furcly is worthy of double hoitou.r, 

• Philip, i. 8, '''^- 

V. » 
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It is undoubtedly juft and natural to pay fomc 
regard to the faithful fervants of thofe whom 
we love and honour. And if we have any af- 
fection for the greateft and beft of caufes, we 
cannot but be, willing to ftrengthen the hands 
and hearts of fuch as are fincercly concerned in 
promoting it. Placing the refpeft due to the 
minifterial charaifler on this bafis, I apprehend, 
is unexceptionable ; is vefy different, certainly, 
from making a worthy office, or an imaginary 
facred chara^er, a fcreen for faults or follies, 
which would otherwife be quite unpardonable. 
" We bcfeech you, brethren," faith St. Paul to 
the ThelTalonians, '' to know them who labour 
*' among you, and are over you in the Lord, and 
*' admonifh you, and to efteem them very 
" highly in love for theit wark's/ake *." 

In the fourth and laft place, this charaftet' 
intitleth us to a ready compliance with oat 
meffage ; not in regard of our authority, buE 
that of our mafter. 

This indeed is the moft material of all. And 
any faithful fcrvant of Chrift, who could fee 
his mafter honoured and obeyed, I perfwadc" 
myfelf, were that likely to happen, would little 
value being defpifed himfelf. 

Jurifdi^flion over confcience, it is certain, we 

have none; our commiflion is from Chrift our 

mafter, whofe fervants we are, and cut only 

juft claim to regard muft arife from our being 

• I Theff. V. tz, 13. 

charged 
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cfaarged with a meflage from him. And as far 
Its it appearcth, that we have indeed fuch a 
mefiage from him, and that our exhortations, 
jCT advices, or remonftrances, or Kpr^jofs are 
j^greeable to bis do<firine and will, and condu- 
jcive to his hoDOur, we may reafonably hope not 
to be intirely difregarded. And though the 
nuniftcrs of Chrift may bcintitlcd tofome per- 
iJoaal refpei^ on account of their office, yet a 
good minifter will not be fatis6ed with ever 
fuch uncommon iparks of aSed^lon l)iewn to 
Jjimfelf, where the only valuable teftimony of 
refpedl, a conformity to his mafter's will, is 
witheld and wanting. The apoftic Paul blef- 
ieth God on account of the believing Romans, 
f* That though they were the fcrvants of fin, 
.*' they had obeyed from the heart that form of 
f* doiSriiie, which was delivered to them j and, 
^* being ipade free from fin, were become the 
** .fervants of rightcoufnefs *," And he addref- 
iith the Theffalonians in this manner, " For 
** this caufe alfo thank we God without ceafing, 
*' becaufe when ye received the word of God 
f* which ye heard of us, ye received it not as 
f' the word q£ men, but, as it is in truth, the 
" word of God, which cffeduaUy worketh 
** alfo in you that believe ■f." A command or 
prohibition of our Divine Mafter, though re- 
ported or tranfmitted by the meaneft of his fcr- 
vants, carrieth in it- an indifpenfible call to obe- 
dience, and cannot be difputed without a vir- 
tual contempt of his authority, in whofe nam 
• Rom. xi. 17, 18. t J Theff. ii. 13. 

F z 
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it is delivered. And Chrift's authority, with 
all chriflians, ought to be /acred, as an obfer- 
vation of »iis ordinances and injunctions is of the 
utmoft importance to our falvation. To lligh't 
and difregard therefore any mcflage from bint, 
is neither confident with a due regard to cur 
own happinefs, nor with our engagements as 
chriftians. *' No word of the Lord will re- 
*' turn back unto him empty, but (hall accom- 
*' plifli the thing whereunto he fendeth it*i'' 
and " will be a favour of life unto life, or of 
" death unto death -f-," according as men em- 
brace or rejedtit. 

I fliall now conclude the fubjedt with thd 
following refletftions : 

Firjl. It belioveth mlnifters to endeavour td 
' do nothing to forftit or leifen their charafler. * 

On the contrary, I a"m very fenfible it is our 
duty to difcover our humility, and moderationj 
and deadnefs to the world, our piety and lively 
devotion, our affability and condefcenfion, our 
love to all mankind, our zeal for praftical reli- 
gion, our candor in debates and points which 
are difputed among chriftians, our defire an3 
love of peace, our tbirft of knowledge and of 
the moft excellent fpiritual gifts, our content- 
ment, chearfulnefs, and calm fubmifHon to 
the allotments of divine providence, our delight 
in doing good, and our intenfc and ardent defirts 
• lfai.Iv. II. + 2Cor. ii. i6; 

of 
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of promoting the honour of God, and the fal- 
vation of immortal fouls. Unlefs we are ex- 
amples of thefe things, we are in great danger 
of being defpifed, and of being thought to ex- 
ercifethe chriltian miniftry more out of regard 
to the worldly emoluments which attend it, 
than from a fincere defire to ferve and promote 
the intereft and kingdom of Chrift. Never- 
thelefs. 

Secondly. The failings of minifters arc not 
to be imputed to Chrift. 

It is a very common error to eftimate the 
merits of a cauff, by the condudt of thole psr- 
fong who put chemfelvps at the head of it. But 
this is far from being r.lways an accurate and 
certain criterion of judgment. The beft in- 
tereft in the world may have corrupt and inte- 
refted patrons and advocates ; as the beft maftcr 
may have bad tervants. In fuch cafes therefore, 
we Hioukl not conclude too haftlly and peremp- 
torily, but be careful to lay the blame only 
where it is due. The faults and follies, or 
grofTer crimes of minifters, muft be anfwered 
for by themfelves, and are unjuftly charged 
either on minifters in general, or in particular 
on Chrift himfelf ; becaufc they are his abhor- 
rence and deteftation, and will be feverely ani- 
madverted on and punifhed by him in the great 
day. ■ " Blefled," faith our Saviour, *' is that 
t' fervant, whom his Lordj when he cometh, 
*\ fliall find fo doing. Verily I fay unto you, 
' ■■ ■ "he 
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" he fliall make him ruler over all his goods, 

" But as to that evil fervant, who (hall fay in 

*' his heart, My Lord delayeth his coming, 

** and fhall fmitc," that is, behave ill to his 
fellow- fervants, " and fhall eat and drink and 

" be drunken, the Lord of that fervant Ihall 

*' come in a day when he looketh not for him, 

^' and in an hour that he is not aware of, and 

*' fhall cut him afunder, and appoint him his 

" portion with the ■ hypocrites : there fhall be 

** weeping and gnafliing of teeth *.'■ 

Thirdly^ If miniflers are diligent and faith? 
ful, they may hope to have human infirmities 
borne with, and reafonable allowances made for 
fheir imperfeftions. 

Being men of like paflions with others, it 
would be unreafonable to expe<S they (hould 
be intirely free from the errors of this frail and 
mortal Aate; and they who difcern their fide- 
lity to their Mailer, and fee them to be upright 
and diligent, fhould be cautious of magnifying 
or cxpofing their infirmities; knowing, that 
** we have the treafure" of the gofpcl ** in 
" earthen veffels, that the excellency of the 
" power may appear to be of God, and not of 
*' men -|-." The apoftlcs of Chrifl, with all 
their uncommon endowments, had not attained 
perfedion. And therefore St. Paul " with- 
*' flood St. Peter to the face, becaufe he was to 
" be blamed [|" for temporizing with the 
* Matt, xxiv, 46—51. t 2Cor. iv. 7. \ Gal. ii. ii. 
Jews^ 
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Jews ; and chargeth Barnabas with being in- 
fefied and " carried away with the like dii3i- 
^* mulation |] ," And when he exhortcth tbofc 
to whom he wrote, to " be followers of him," 
it was only fo far as ** he was of Chrift ;J." 

Finally. It behoveth both minifters and peo- 
ple to be frequently making up their accounts, 
- and to maintain a continual correfpondence with 
their Lord and Mafter. 

It will doubtlefs, my dear brother^ be your 
care in the whole of your miniftry, to keep in 
■view the approbation, of that God and Saviour, 
to whom 3«xi are accountable. But I forbear, 
left I ffiould invade the province of that worthy 
friend and brother, who is appointed to give 
you a word of exhortation j which he will do 
■on feveral accounts, to more advantage than I 
txn able. 

As for you, my chriftian brethren, who arc 
fliembers of this fociety, it cannot be doubted, 
-but you are fincercly difpofcd, and refolved, to 
t:ontribute all in your power, not only to the 
decent and honourable fupport and maintenance 
of your ffiinifter, but likewife, in every view, 
to his fatisfadion and happinefs. And I be- 
lieve, you will be able to promote the latter no 
Way more efFeftually, than by your great im- 
provement under his miniftrations, in all the 
graces and virtues of the chriftian life. To 
I Gal, ii. 13. X i Cof- xi. I. 

. 3 this 
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this end, let mc remind you of the necefiity rtf 
frequently refle6ting, what proportion your im- 
provements bear to your advantages and oppor- 
tunities. We are all of us, Godknoweth, too 
remifs in this refpedt ; we content ourfelve;s 
with a fuperficial performance of our religious 
duties, or a formal attendance on divine ordi- 
nances, without fufficiently reflecting, whether 
ihey have the proper ctFedl on our fouls j whe- 
ther we grow more ferious and humble and 
heavenly-minded, more defirous of being ufeful 
to others, and to the caufe of true religion in 
the world. In vain do we meet together fab- 
bath after fabbath in the houfe of, God, and at- 
tend on the chriftian miniftryj if we are ftill as 
worldly-minded and fenfual as ever. Let the 
fwift progrefs and fpeedy declenfion of our day 
of grace, and feafon of probation and trial, occa- 
iion us to place that folcmn day in near view, 
when every one of us, both minifters and people, 
mufl: give up an account of himfelf to God. 
The joy of that meeting dependeth, in a great 
meafure, on the ufe we make of our prefent re- 
ligious folemnities. Happy fhall we indeed be, 
if we are able to expe£t the great mafter of af- 
femblies, in the charatSer of the fupreme judge, 
without any terror or difmay ; if neither mini- 
fter nor people have any caufe to accufe or ' 
bear witnefs againft each other, but are a mu- 
tual joy and crown of rejoicing, in the great dajr 
of their Lord's appeariri^. 
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My dear Brother, 

AS we are nov come together in the 
houfe of God by your defire, and that of 
this church, to affift you in the folemn dedi- 
cation of yourfelf to God, in the facred and 
important charader of achriHian minifter; we 
chearfuUy embrace this opportunity which pro- 
vidence hath put into our hands, of contributing 
etl we can. to the folemntty of this fervice. 

And tho' we pretend not to be lords over 
your faith, yet as you are chofen to fland at 
the head of this cnriftian fociety, to lead on 
and affift their devotions, and to inftrmS themi 
(as God (hall enable you) in the true know- 
ledge, right underftanding, and proper im- 
provement of " the Holy Scriptures, which 
** are able to make them wife unto falvation, 
*• through faith which is in Chrirt Jefus :" it 
may be fome fatisfadion both to them and to 
us, if on this occafion you will plcafe to give 
us an open and genuine confeflion of your chrir 
Aian faith. 

CONFESSION. 
SIR. 

AS I am neither afraid publickly to own 
that Matter whom I ferve in the gofpel, 
nor aihamed of his religion which I profefs, I 
tha\l repreieot to you in as concife a manner as 
I can, what at prefent appear to me to be the 
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general principles, and leading doftrincs of the, 
chriftian religion. — Were I called upon to fub-' 
fcribe to creeds framed and impofed by other' 
men, I hope I ftiould be one of the laft to com- 
ply with a reqtieft, fo unfavorable to the na- 
tural and religious rights and liberties of man- 
kind, and as it feems to me, fo grofs and bold 
an invafion upon the fupreme and fole autho- 
rity of Chrift in his chinch. — But while I am 
only requcfted to exprefs my own fentiments, 
in thofc words which my own ideas fuggeft, 
and allowed to make the Scriptures my only 
guide, free from a flavifti fubjedtion to com- 
monly received opinions and cftablifhed fyftems, 
I (hall very readily and chcarfully give you the 
fatisfaiSion you require. — -Only let me befpeak 
the favorable indulgence and candor of my au- 
ditors to the freedom I myfelf may ufe, and 
which 1 will ever allow to all- my fellow-chri- 
{lians, not taking offence at their minute and 
circumftantial differences, defirous of holding 
the unity of the faith, in the bond of love. 

When I furvey the frame of nature, and re- 
fled on the many flriking evidences of defign 
and intelligence in the conftitution of the vifiblc 
world, I am neceflarily convinced of the ex- 
iftence of one firft caufe of all things, poffcflcd 
of infinite power, ofconfummate wifdom, and 
boundtefs goodnefs. — But tho' the fyftem of na- 
ture affordcth to the mind unenlightened by 
revelation, many noble attcftations to the ex- 
jftence and perfcdlions of the Deity, yet 1 be- 
lieve it has pleafed God more clearly to reveal 

ki% 
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his nature, chara£ler, and defigns in the writ- 
ings of the Old and New Tcftamcnts. And 
thefe I receive as the genuine oracles of 
God, *' which came not by the will of man, 
" but were given by the inlpiration of God* ;" 
and ^om the difcoveries therein contained, I 
learn that there is but one living and true God, 
fupretne in the perfection of his nature, and ia 
his dominion and power. — That he is a felf-ex- 
iftcnt, neceffary, independent, eternal, and 
unchangeable Being, whofe knowledge as the 
omniprefent Spirit extends to all beings, in 
whofe fight all things are naked and open, and 
from whom the thoughts of the heart cannot 
be concealed } who is unfpotted in the rei^itude 
of his nature, and to whofe infinite benevolence 
and goodnefs, all other beings owe their exift- 
ence.^But tho' I believe the unity of the Deity 
to be a fundamental principle of the chriftian 
religion, I mean not to deny to either of the 
fecrcd Three into whofe names we are baptised, 
and to whom the titles and perfe<ftions of Deity 
are afcribed, that honor which is due; but I 
receive the teftimony of the facred Scriptureu 
OH this fublime and infcrutable article of our 
religion, believing it upon their authority to be 
peric(Sly confiftcnt with the unity of the God- 
head. 

I believe that " he who built all things is Cod," 
who is the Creator of " all things vifible and 
" invifible."w-All things were created by him, 
and for him — that at his almighty word, obe-p 

• 2 Pet. i. 21. 2 Tim. iii. i6. 

4 dif.-it 
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dient nature arofe into exi(tence, and the whob 
creation is maintained in being by his conftant 
unremitted prefencc, energy, and providence. 
. I believe that he diilinguiih'd the human 
race, from all other Beings which he formed 
to inhabit this globe, by creating man in the 
glorious fimilitude and likencfs of himfelf — . 
That he endowed him with noble inteUc(Sual 
and moral powers, and thereby made him ca- 
pable of the contemplation, iervice, and en- 
joyment of himfelf. — Yet man continued not, 
long in this ftate of innocence and perfedlion j 
but by a wilful breach of that pofitive command, 
which was given as a xsA of his obedience, he 
forfeited the dignity, felicity, and immortality 
of his original flate, and introduced evil and 
death into the world ; for " by one man, fin 
*' entered into the world, and death by fin i 
*' and fo death paffed upon all men, for that 
" all have finned *." — In confequence of this 
tranfgrefiion, our firft parents were degraded 
from their original dignity, banilhed from their 
delightful abode in Paradife, and the feeds of 
corruption fpringing up, and difieminating their 
baleful infiuence in a numerous train of diieafes, 
they firft fell the vii3:ims of death ; and alt their 
pdftcrity have been fubjedted to the fame ef- 
ic&s, from that conncdtion which God had 
efiabiiHied between Adam and his defcendants; 
•and they are all in a ftate of moral depravity 
■and corriiption. 

• Rom. V. J I, 

In 
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In the difconfolate lituation in which out 
fallen firft parents were, after they had been 
prevailed upon by the temptation of Satan to 
fin againft God, it pleafed the gracious Gover- 
nor of the world, to adminifter relief to them 
by the diftant profpedl of a deliverer, who 
fliould accomplilh the benevolent and merciful 
fcheme of falvation, which he who forefaw the 
Ihort duration of the firft created pair, in theil- 
primitive ftate of innocence and happinefs, had 
of his own free and fovereign good-will plan- 
ned for our recovery.— And as the effects of the 
firft apoftafy grew more and tnore prevalent by 
length of time, the promife opened more clearly 
upon the world, dawning in all the different an- 
tecedent difpenfations, 'till it obtained its full 
.and glorious accomplishment by the incarna- 
tion and advent of Jefus Chrift, " the fecond 
*' Adam, who took not on him the nature of 
'* angels, but the feed of Abraham, and be- 
" came partaker of flefti and blood," that he ■ 
might deliver thofe who were " chofen of God 
•' in Chrift Jefus, before the foundation of the 
" world," from eternal death and condemna- 
tion. 

I believe in the teftimonies which God gave 
to this his only begotten Son when he brought 
him into the world ; and that after he had 
paffed through the ftagcs of infancy and child- 
hood, he took on him the charader of a pub- 
lic teacher, and made prctenfions to be, what 
he proved himfelf to be, the Son of God, and 
the Saviour of the world.— That he ctmBrmed 

the 
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the truth and divinity of his million and ch2- 
railer by innumerable miracles, by the pecu- 
liarly glorious and falutary discoveries of his gof- 
pel, and by the unfullied panty of his life and 
doilrine. — That he was treated with the 
greateft indignity and contempt when living, 
and fpcnding his whole life in the moft bene- 
volent and incclTant labours for the good of 
mankind j and at laft, after having been unjuftly 
accufed and condemned, was in confcquence of 
the rage and malice of a corrupted race of bi- 
gotted, fuperftitious, and haughty ccclefiaftics 
of the Jewifti nation, crucified without the 
gates of Jerufalem ; where he fulfilled (with- 
out the knowledge or dcfign of the wicked and 
cruel authors and inl^ruments of his crucifixion] 
"' the determinate counfel and fore-knowledge 
" of God * j" and thus by a moft amazing in- 
llance of divine benevolence and love, by his 
own blood, made expiation f(X our fins, — For 
I do not,' I cannot, Sir, from the facred hiftory 
of the event itfelf, and the many references to 
it in Scripture upon all occafions, and the great 
ftrefs laid upon it in the article of our accept- 
ance with God, confider the death of Chrift 
merely as that of a martyr, in giving an addi- 
tional attef^ation to the truth of his do<5triiie;. 
but I do moft firmly, and with the moft joyful, 
Jatisfaiftion and plcaling hope thence derived, 
believe that when he thui fealed his dodtrineby 
bis blood, and gave a perfect example of refigna- 
tion and lUbmiftion to the will of God, he alfo 
•* gave his life as aranfomformany" — that "the 
• Ads ii. a^. 

" Lord 
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" Lord laid upon him the iniquity of us all" — 
that he made atonement for fin, and died in 
the room and ftead of finners, to do honour to 
the divine perfections and government, and 
render our pardon and forgivcnefs coniiftent 
with the juftice and holinels of the righteous 
and fupreme legiflator. — This dodrine, Sir, I 
believe to be one of the mod glorious and ani- 
mating difcoveries of the Gofpel to finfui crea- 
tures, which has the moft powerful influence 
to give cafe and peace to a wounded confcience, 
what I receive as the only foundation of my 
hope before God, and what I believe to be tl)e 
only meritorious caufe of our pardon and jufti- 
fication ; which are obtained through faith in 
the righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift, in what he 
did and fuffered on the behalf of mankind. 

But tho' Jefus our deliverer was thus for a 
while, and to fubferve thefe gracious ends, in 
fubjedion to death, he could not be holden by 
the bands of h j he therefore rofe triumphant 
on the third day and (hewed himfelf alive after 
his paflion, aflbciating and converfing with his 
difciples. — I believe the refurredion of Jefus 
Chrift to be fupported by fiirong and incon- 
teftible evidence, to be a moft important fad, 
which lies at the bafis of all our hopes from the 
Redeemer, gives efficacy to his death for the 
pardon of fin, and is a clear and valid proof, 
of the Father's acceptance of his facrifice, for 
our redemption and falvation. 

I believe that when Jefus had fulfilled the 
1 work which his Father gave him toaccompiilh 



I 



I 



|a CONFESSION. 

upon earth, he afcended up into heaven In the 
prefence of many credible witnefTcE, and is now 
exalted at the right hand of the Father, foftain' 
ing the encouraging and endearing charader of 
our advocate and iptercciTor, and exercifing an 
vniverfal government, over (hat kingdotn which. 
he has founded in, and purchafcd by his blood, 
I believe that, according to his promiie, he 
fent down at the day of Pentecoft, a large and 
iniraculous eifnfion of the Holy Ghoft on bis 
difciptes, in order to qualify them for propagat- 
ing his religion among men of every kindred, 
jind tongue, and peoplc.^'^And though tho^ 
extraordinary gifts and powers have ceafed j^ 
theie latter ages, I believe from the hc^y Scrips 
tures, snd from the ftatc and temper of fallen . 
men, that the ordinary influences of tht divin« 
Spirit are ^bfolutely necefTary for the mainte-* 
pance of the kingdom and church of Chrift 
upon earth } and that the method of our ad* 
luittance ipto it^ is by a faith founded upon ev!« 
dence, and producing a correfpondent reliancf 
upon JeAis Chrift for falvation ] and hy an vn? 
feigned repentance of all our fins, ifiuing in 4 
courfe of lincere iM univcrfal obedlence.<m 
f hefc are the necelTary and progreffive ftepg t<^ 
and thP only folid evidence of our regeneration 
find converfion, of which the renewing Bn4 
ianflifyipg operations of the Holy Spirit, ap- 
pear to me to be plainly reprefented as to« 
powerful e^cients, ip a manfxr confent^neoui 
p, and in concurrence with the ^e and ra? 
tippa] 0|>eratiQns of cmr pwn fninds. — ^And I 
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ihittk thti doArine of divihe affiftances, to be 
one of thofe noble and animating encourage- 
tntiits to tbe jH^ice of virtue, by which the 
iyftetn of morality laid down in the New 
Tefianient^ is rendcfred infinitely fuperior to all 
the prtecepts of former f^ges ; and by them I 
belifre, dlofe who are born again wiU be led 
■on froiti one grace ahd virtue to anothert 'till 
they fhall arrive at the heavenly pcrfeflion — 
that by the czercife of their graces and virtues, 
thpir religious principles Will be formed into 
fettled hat^ils m true goodnefs, and they {hall 
■finally attain by a cuurfe of perfevcrance in 
Wdl-doing, (be rewards of everlaftlng life. 

I believe that the true catholic church of 
thrift confiils of as many as ti'uly believe in, 
■ -and fincefely obey the .Gofpel, of whatever 
cofflmtmion or perftfaHonj and I believe no- 
fhtng more is necc0ary to the regular conflitu- 
tion of tf cfariftian church, than that it coaQA of 
■a numberof perfons aiTociated for the purpofes 
of religious wordiip, attending on the fkcra- 
ftients of Chrift's inftitution, -walking in an 
obedient praAical regard to the commands, and 
in the order of the gofpel, and in love and 
charity one with another, and towards all men, 
ander the eare and infpeiaion of their p^or j 
one duly qualified, and authorized to the 
|;eneral difcharge of the duties of the mhiiftcrial 
chara^r and paftorat relation, by his own de- 
dication of himfelf to God in it, and to the ex- 
crcife of k in any particular church, by thtf 
choice and eledioh of its members. 

H 2 Befide* 




52 CONFESSION. 

Befides this, as the inftitution of the tcmpcn. 
ral office of a deacon was at firft highly expe- 
dient, fo is the continuance of it highly afefal 
in the church of Chrift. — Nor can I learn from 
the Scriptures, that any other ftanding officers 
are appointed. — And fuch a church I believe to 
be fubjedl to no foreign authority or jurifdidtion, 
either compofcd of affembled bodies of men or 
churches, or lodged in the brcall of any fap- 
pofed infallible individual. — For I acknowledge 
but one authority, namely, that of Chrift the' 
fupreme law-giver and king in his church. 

I believe the facraments of the New Tefta- 
mcnt were deiigned to be kept up after the firft 
ages of chriftianity, and ftill remain obligatory 
upon us. — Thefe are only two — Baptifm and 
the Lord's Supper. In the former, by walhing 
with water in the name of the Father, the Sorr, 
and the Holy Ghoft, a folemn furrender is 
made to the Sacred Three ; and it is intended 
to fignify oar defilement, and typify out 
renovation.— ^ This ordinance was originally 
adminiftered not only to the adult converts 
to chriftianity, but likewife to their houf- 
holds; and 1 believe is to be adminiftered 
in general to believers and their children. — In 
the Lord's Supper we commemorate the death 
of Chrift, and have our faith afijfted by the 
fignificant emblems he has appointed, to 
quicken our grateful remembrance of what he 
endured for us, and to engage us by the con- 
ftraining influence of his love, to a conftant and 
perfevering obedience to him — And in this 
focial 
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ibdal td, we exprefs our common fellowship 
with all our brethren id Chrifl Jefus. 

Finally, I believe in the imtnoitality of the 
ibul, and a (late of fature retribution. — And 
that there is an awful day approaching, when 
we dall all be iiimmoned to the dread tribu- 
nal of OUT Lvd and Saviour Jefus Chrift — that 
"all that are in the graves, fiiall hear the voice 
** of the Son of man> and fhall come forth ; 
" thr? that have done good, to the refurretflion 
" of hfe ; and they that have done evil, to the 
•• refurreflion of damnation *." — That there 
mil be a Hfiit and impartial fcrudny into all mir 
a^tions — and that when the Iblemn proceed- 
ings of the general judgment fhall be clofed, 
the decifive fentence of Jefus the conftituted 
judge, Ihall irreverfibly fix the righteous and 
the wicked in the feparate ftates fulted to, and 
afiignedfor their different charaiSers — that the 
wicked" fhall goaway into eternal puniOunent; 
" but the righteous into life eternal -}-." 

This, Sir, is my general view of thelcheme 
of the chriftian religion through its feveral pe- 
riods, from it's hrft rife in die defigns of hea- 
ven, to it's final confummation. — As lam very 
fenfible of my own imperfedtions and liableiieli 
to error, and of the powerful influence of pre- 
judice, prepofTeflion, and education, I make 
no pretentions to having attained the moft ac- 
curate and judicious certainty in matters of 
doubtful difputation ; nor do I think it can 
leafonably be expeded from me at this time of 

* Jaba V. 28, 29. t Matt. xxr. 46. 

1 life. — 
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life. — It is tny Heady purpofe (the grace 6^ 
God affixing me) ftilt to make the Scriptures 
i»y conftant fttrdy, diligently to invefligate the 
^jotftcps of facred truth, and to prcfcrve my 
;mind ever open to convidion, and the power 
of reafbnable perfuafioh. — It is the fartheft from 
my wifbes or intention. Sir, that any fhooH 
interpret this my declaFStion, as too often fiidi 
have been interpreted, to fignify s fixed ftand-^ 
ard from which 1 rcfolvc never in the leftft to 
deviate. — Noj I hope and pray, that \theil- 
ever I am convinced by reafbn, and the force of 
evidence, of having erred In matters of un^ 
portance> I Hiall have both honeily and inge^ 
nuity enough to own and retract my errors.-*^ 
And I would beg leave to obferve, that thoogb 
in fuch a general view of religion, fome trutm 
of a more controverfial, and others of a more 
pra<5tical nature are promiTcuouny introduced as 
the fubjcfts of belief ; yet in the coutfe of my 
public miniflrations, I propofe not equally tb 
infift upon them all, but more or lefs in pro- 
pOTtion to their apparent refpedlive imtportancc^ 
and influence upon the chriftian temper and 
conduft, being well perfuaded ihdt to mend 
the heart, and regulate the life, arc the great 
ends of the chriftian mtniflry, to which a; con^ 
troverfial ftrain of preaching, I apprehend, very 
litde adminifters.— And I requeft the joint-in- 
lerceffions of my reverend fathers and brethrertv 
and of atl my fellow-chriilians this day afTem^' 
bled, as the wimefles of the folemn vowb 
which I am taking upon me,, that 1 ipay re- 
ceive 
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ceive continual aid and afBflance from the fpi- 
rit of divine illumination, to enable me rightly 
tQ upderftand the word of God, and to build 
^p this his people in the fa}th> the holinefs, and 
the consolations of the Qgfbel— that we may be 
mutually h^Ppy j^ our relation here, and may 
hereafter reap the moft beneficial copfequen* 
ies— that " syhpn the diief fljepherd ftiall ap- 
** pear, I ni^ receive a cro^n of glory which 
*' fadeth not away*" and they may be unto 
me, for an evfrlafting crown of jpy and re* 
joicing, . 



ft 
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Dear Sir, 

YOU hare now profeflcd a good ptd* 
feflion before many witnefles— ^Nev6r* 
thelefs, as we are commanded to lay bands 
Suddenly on no man, it may be very proper, 
further to call upon you, for your explicit 
jnfwers to the following queftions. 

Although from our pcrfonal knowledge cf 
you, and your education for the mintftryi we 
fee no reafon to doubt either your natural or 
acquired abilities, and qualifications for that 
facred office you are now entering upon j yet it 
fnzy reafonably be expected upon this occaiion 
that you will honedly and freely inform us, 

QJJESTION I. 

What are your ends in undertaking the 
work and office of a chriftian minifter ? 

A N S W E R. 

To be engaged . in the chrlftian miniftry 
was. Sir, the early obje^ of my choice, 
in fubordination to whip^ the method of my 
education was directed} and the nearer my 
engagement in it was in profpeil, the moro 
my inclination to it increafed.-^-^I entered upon 
this facred office. Sir, with painful diffidence, 
with deliberate rcHeflion, with an humble but 
chearful reliance upon, and importunate fup- 
plications to the father of lights for his prefence 
and aid, and his acceptance of my dedication of 
myfctf 
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inyfelf to him in it. — And as far as I know my 
own heart, it then wa^, and ilill is the leading 
principle by which I. was, and am .animate^ to 
undertake, and profedute this office;, that I 
might therein be the ihftriiment of glof ifyiiig 
God in the recovery and felvation of finners^. 
and of advahcrng the Redeemer's kingdom and 
tfhurch in the \«brld. — ^^This, Sir; I efteem the' 
nobleft fatisfaftion we can enjoy on this fide thd 
grave, the moft exquifile gratification of a be- 
nevolent heart.-^And I can finterely and truly 
fay, there is nothing lies fo near my heart; no- 
thing that is ^ rival object, of the ambition of 
my mind in this facred charadier, to the defira 
of fuccceding in the embafly- of the Gofpel, of 
faving the iouls of my fellpw-immortals in a 
ftate of corrupt^n,. and fufejeft to the difpieaT 
fure of God and future condemnation, from all 
their miferies ; by prevailing on, them through 
the afliftance of the Holy Spirit, to accept thae 
Saviour who alone is alUfufEcient to anfwer ths 
neceflities of their conditioii. — And if my ma- 
fler fo honor me, I care not what faci^fices oi 
•worldly profit and honor I makp to attam this 
end; forthefe objeSs I never had in view.— 
It is in hopes of promoting this defign> or at 
ieaft of approving my felf faithful in attempting 
it, that 1 now. Sir, declare my preference of 
the miniilerial chacadier, to any profeHlon in 
the, world; and chcarfully engage to fulfill as 
far as in ine lies, the duties and obligations of 
the paAoral relation. 
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QUESTION 11. 

As the office of a miaifter of the Gofpcl ot 
Chrift, IS not to be hailily takea up, Sq neither 
Are the great and important duties o£it, to bd 
flightly and fupaficially performed ; for which 
reafon let me afk you. What are your purpolea 
as to diligence and induAry in this calluig f 

ANSWER. 

The leaft refkaion. Sir, upon the nature 
and objeds of the miniflerial cbaradter, is 
fufficient to convince me that if feithfully 
dtfcharged, it is the fartheft poffible <Tom a 
lazy, inadlive, and flothful profeffion ; and he 
who takes it upon him on principles of in- 
dolence and felf- indulgence, muft 1 think, if 
he reflect at all, be ilruck with confufion at 
the profpedfc of that folemn pcrimJi when he 
muft give up an account of his Aewardfbip ; 
and be deftitule of all benevolence to his fellowJ 
creatures, if he can contentedly gratify hi« 
own indolence, at the everlafling baziurd of 
immortal fouls.— I hope I (halt never dare thus 
to trifle with fo important a charge.-^It has 
been a matter of deep concern to me, and Ail! 
in fome meafure is, leA after all my endeB<» 
Vours, I Ihould be found to occupy the place oA 
any who might prove a more faithful, and fat- 
cefsful labourer in the vineyard — But it is my 
6rmeA refolutioo, in dependence on a Better 
ftrcngth 
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ibength than my own* to be diligent in the du- 
ties of my fUtipn, to furnifh my mind with 
every ufeful branch of learning, to devote my- 
felf to reading, meditation, and prayer, to be 
inftant in feafon and out of leafon, in public 
and private.— To fuch diligence and indufby 
the worth and danger of the fouls of men, and 
the important dependence of things future and 
eternal, upon the improvement of each fleeting 
moment, are calls to which a thinking man 
cannot be inattentive,— and I am peculiarly 
bound to the greateft afliduity in fulfilling the 
roiniftry, which I truft I have received of the 
Lord Jefus, by the ftrongeft ties of gratitude to 
this chriftian focicty ; who by their choice of 
me for their pallor, by their unanimous im- 
■jtortiinity in foUiciting my fcttlemcnt among 
tben>, and by the many fignal and unexpected 
proof* they have given of their afledionate 
eAeeiki and refpeiA for me, have a claim upon 
ine> to niake them the beft returns in my 
{lower s and from their difpofitions and fenti- 
tnents, I kn6w the returns which they will beft 
approve, are diligence and induHry in my 
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As the beil things are liable to be abufed, 
and we know that the pure and undefited reli- 

fion of Jefus, hath itfelf been moft lamentably 
ad grofsly corrupted in the apoftate church of 
Kbme, to which unhappy communion thefe 
I 2 kingdoms 
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kingdoms formerly belonged, but from which 
they were in an almoft miraculous manner de- 
livered; and as you. Sir, are now dedicating 
yourfeif to the fervice of Ghrift in the reformed 
Protcftant church, be pleafed to declare, "What 
is your opinion of the reformation from Popery? 

ANSWER. 

Popery I lock upon. Sir, to be a moft 
fsnormous and deteflable fyAem of 'doftrine; 
and inftitutions, a difgrace to hurnan rea- 
son, and moH: repugnant to the principles 
pnd precepts of divine revelation.— I furvey 
y/iih ple^furethe records of the glorious Eerapf 
the reformationr^I trace with grateful admira^ 
tion the ftcps and inijuencc of divine prpvi- 
deijce, whiph enabled the diftinguiftjed' fe^ir, 
.yvixh iuch chriAian fortitude, and (Irefiuous rc- 
folujtion, again|l fuch powerful oppofition from 
ignorance, policy, and prieftcfaft, to ftem the 
torrent of Popiflj iiiperftition and impiety — The 
principles upon which thpy founded this glce 
rious attempt, I believe to be ^flentjal branches 
of that liberty, wherewith Chrift hath ni^ije 
his followers free — principles which 1 fliall 
ever maintain ; making the facrcd Scriptures, 
free from all the difeuifes, additions, corrup- 
tions, and traditions of the church of Rome, 
the rule and fubjcft of my minift'er'ial labours*} 
and 1 pray God that in his own time and way, 
he would extend the blcffings of the reforma.- 
■tioii, to jhe wTiote chriftian world. ' 

■ "■''■ ■'• ■ ■•- ^ ,QJJES, 
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As you n^uft be ftnfibic, ttiat by cbufing tQ 
jtxercife your miniftry among Proteftant diffcn- 
iers, you entirely give up the profpeft of riches^ 
and worldly honor jiod power which ever lye 
on the fide of the national eftablilhment. — ^ 
fell us therefore, What con fide rat ions have 
4eterniined your choice, to cxgrcifc your mini- 
fy among Proteftant dt^'enters from the efU- 
J^JUbcd chi^rch ? 

' ANSWER. 

■ I am a diflenter, Sir, upon the fame pnn-' 
tiples that I am a proteftant — The right of 
private judgment, of liberty of confcience, 
«nd the perfcftion of Scripture, are the grand 
principles on which I found my feparation 
from the church of England ; and they are the 
fame, by which ihe juftifies her feparation 
from the church of Rome. — i-The terms of mi- 
niftefial conformity, are fuch as I cannot in 
confcience comply with, fince by acknowledg- 
ing the power and authority of the church to 
decree rites and ceremonies, and to decide in 
coatroverfies of faith, I Oiould contradit^ and 
«otintera<ft the firm perfuafion I have, that 
-Chrift himfelf is the only king and law-givcr in 
-his church, to whom onfy we owe obedience 
end fubje£tion in things purely religious and 
foiriiual — ihould deny the fufficicncy and pet- 
Kftion of thoie inftit^tions, which alow our 
' , - 3 " '^or<j 
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onate freedom . admonilh me of my danger of 
falling, direifl me how to avoid it, or with the 
temper of the Gofpel ' reprove me for any erro- 
neous and evil conduct ; for he who hath my 
jnterefl: and reputation at heart, in whatever 
way he ftudies to fecure and cftablifli tbcmf; I 
£haJl always efteem my friends 

QUESTION VI. 

Laflly, as the Lord and head of the church, 
himfelf has tdd us, that his kingdom is not of 
this world— As therefore in the faithful djf- 
charge of your office as a minifter of ChriA, 
you muft hft up a banner againft all unrighte- 
oufnefs, and ungodlinefs of men j you may 
reckon upon difcouragement, and oppofitiorf' 
from men of a worldly and fenfual difpofition. 
In cafe troubles^ difcouragemcnts, and per-' 
fecutions Ihould arife, will you hold on to the* 
end notwithftanding ? 

ANSWER. 

I did not, Sir, undertake the office of a mv- 
nifter, as a temporary occupation in life, or 
with a view of introducing myicM thereby, into, 
any other hereafter — I deleft lb mean an abufe, 
of fo honourable a charader — At prefent, it is 
my intention, fo long as God Ihall continue me 
capacity and opportunity for the difcharge of 
the duties incumbent on me in that ftation, to' 
continue in it — I think it is not poiTibIc to cfti-, 
mate what might be the temper of my mindy 

or 
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or how fifm my refolution would (land under 
open -and cruel pcrfecutions for the caufc of re- 
ligion— Promifes of courage and heroifm made 
without the approach of danger, and the alarm 
of the enemy, are feldom much to be accounted 
of; and are more like the noify clamours <of the 
rankeft cowardice, than the genuine declara- 
tioos of approved valour.— But I hope, In re- 
liance upon that gracious MaRer, who has pro- 
mifed to be with his faithful fervants unto the 
end of the world, that I Ihall ever find the 
Supplies andfuccours of his grace, equal to the 
trials of faith with which he may picafe to ex- 
ercife me; and that in cafe fuch times of per- 
fecutioa (hould arife, I (hould be able to adopt 
the herQic declaration of St. Paul in limilar 
views.—'* Neither count I my life dear unto 
** myfelf, fo that I might finifli my courfe 
*' with joy, and the miniftry which I have re- 
** ceived of the Lord Jefus, to tcftify the Gof- 
" pel of the grace of God." — And if called to 
iti with an unfhaken faith and triumphant 
hopc» feal the profeffion of his religion with 
my blood : as ] would both wiih and pray, 
never to defert fo good a Mader, in fo good a 
caufe. 

And to the end, that that God who fearch- 
eth the hearts, and trieth the reins of the chil- 
dren of men, may llrengthen and allifl me to 
fulfill the vows I have now folemnly and fin- 
cercly made in the prefence of him, of the holy 
angels, and before the face of this numerous 
affembly, I repeat my rcqueft for the prayers 
K and 
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and fuppUcations of you all — efpecially of yeOf 
the people of my charge, to whom I haf e thift 
day devoted myifelf in the Gofpel of Jefua 
Chrift — diat I may be " a workman that need 
" not to be aihamed, rightly dividing the word 
" of truth" — inftruding you in the principlct, 
and exemplifying in my own life and convafa- 
tion, the precepts of the Gofpel — that I may 
give up an account of my fidelity and fucceffr 
with unutterable tranfportsof joy in the day of 
final retribution, when the top ilone of that la- 
cred edifice, the cbriftian church, ihall be 
laid with {houting " grace grace unto it ;" and ia 
being found free " from the blood of all men," 
may " both fave myfelf, and them that heai 
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CHARGE. 

Dear SIR, 

TH E relation in which you have Aood to 
me, both in the academy and the church, 
would not permit me to refiife complying wirfi 
your requeft, to take that part of the folemn 
fervices of this day, which is ufually called 
Giving the Charge-, though it is a fervice to 
which I have not been accuflomed, and upon 
which I enter with diffidence. I hope, there- 
fore, Sir, that you, and this audience will 
make very candid allowance for every imperfec- 
iion which may attend the performance. 1 pre- 
tend. Sir, to no authority to di<ftate> or pre- 
fcribe to you : that was not my practice when 
you was a pupil, and would be more unbe- 
coming now you are entered into the number 
of cfarifttan payors, who are all brethren, and 
as fuch on a level with each other ; for our 
common Lord has no where, that I can find, 
given any one a pre-eminence above the reft. 
I prefume. Sir, to do no more than ofier you 
a little advice, gathered from Scripture and 017 
K 2 owa 
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own experience and reflection, which it ap- 
pears to me will be conducive to the ufeful ex- 
ercife of your office; but it's propriety and 
weight I fubmit to your own judgment at pre- 
fent» and to your future experience. Nor would 
I be understood to defign, thus publickly to 
hold up my own example for you to copy, 
while I defcribe the qualifications and duties of 
a minifter of CAry?. I mean. Sir, only to fug- 
ged to you, what I am realty perfuadcd would, 
as far as pra(^ifed, prove, by the divine bleffing, 
a means of rendering all of us, who are em- 
ployed in the facred miniftry, more ufeful and 
comfortable, in the difcharge of the important 
duties of our office: and therefore what I ad- 
drcfs to you, 1 would equally charge upon my 
own heart— The le^urcs you have had in the 
academy on preaching and the paftoral care, 
make it lefs neceflary for me to enter into a: 
great number of particulars at prefent. I fliall, 
therefore. Sir, do little^ more than take the ad^ 
vantage of the folemn appearance of this affcm- 
bly, and the folemn bufinefs of this day, in 
which you have publickly devoted yourfelf to 
the chriftian miniftry, and the fervicc of fouls, 
to call up to your remembrance, and imprcfs 
-more deeply upon your mind and heart, a few 
hints of the mort important qualifications for 
the miniftry, which I make no doubt you have 
already often confidcred, and will frequently 
revolve and meditate upon for the future. I 
chtifc to ground what 1 have to fay on the ex- 
Jiorution St. Paul gives to timothy in the firft 
Epiftle, 
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. Epiftle, ch. IV. 16. former claufe, " Take 
. ** HEEDTOTHYSELF." Thewholc paffage runs, 
" Take heed to thyfelf, and to thy dodrine j 
" contiQue in them : for in doing this, thou 

V (halt both fave thyfelf, and them that hear 
." thee." As feveral particular dircdlions pre- 
cede in verfes nth, and following, I look 
upon the vcrfe juft read to be a fort of recapi- 
tulation of the reft, and the wor^s in them to 
refer to the diredlions foregoing, particularly 
.thpfe in the 13th verfe, " 'Till I. come, give 
" attendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
•• doflirine." , The word doflrine {AJarxetXiu) 
does not merely fignify the matter taught, but 
alfo the manner of teaching (fo Doddridge in 

' Jocum) or, more properly, the a6t of teaching, 
U c. the cxercife of the office of the AiSaa-xaXog 
or teacher, the, common name of a chriftian 
paftor', or minifter, who is fo called from the 
principal part of his office. We might, there- 
fore, confider it as including the whole excrcifc 
of the miniftry, this part of the exhortation to 
timothy being like that which our apoftle gives 
^cbippus in Coloff. iv. ij. " Take heed to 

V the miniftry, which thou haft received in the 
" Lord, that thou fulfil it *." Upon the whole, 
then, the exhortation is to take heed -f, to be 
9ttentive, and careful, both about himfelf, and 
the exercife of his miniftry, and to pcrfevere 
therein. We are not to live and ad at random ; 

• BXnrj rnv Saytwav x, t, X, 

■(■ As the greek word Eit[-)(tj for which fome M. SS. 
lead irftaijQCy is properly enough rendered. 
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it requires confideration, caution and care, tob^* 
have like chriDians, and much more to difcharge 
the important duties of the chriftian mtniftry. 
Give me leave, then. Sir, to remind you, that 
aminifler fliould take heed to bimfelf^ ihouMbe 
attentive and careful about his temper, con- 
du£V, and charafter in general, as to morals, 
religion, prudence, and learning, or acquired 
furniture for the miniflry. 

I. Let him take heed to his morah. This, 
vir, is the firftand moft neceflary thing of all. 
An immoral chriftian is a contradidiion in 
terms ; but the contradidton is the moft: gla- 
ring in a chriftian minifter : let him preach like 
an angel from heaven, it will be to no purpofe* ■ 
if he is notorioufly vicious in his life. The lan- 
guage of his example will fet afide that of his 
dodlrine. If they who are to be the lights of 
the world, are darknefs, how great that dark- 
nefs ! If they who are to be the fait of the " 
earth, to fcafon the minds of others, and pre- 
fcrve them from corruption, lofe their favour, 
and become porr'upt themfelves, they are fit 
for nothing but to be trodden under foot, and 
treated with the utmoft contempt. No aflu- 
med charafter can give a fanftity, nor fliould 
ferve for a ikrecn, to a wicked man. Your 
age, Sir, makes it neceiTary for you always to 
bear in mind the apoftle's exhortation to Ti- 
mothy (2 Ep. ii. 22.) to ** flee youthful lufts," 
to be upon your guard agaJnft every temptation 
to paflion, impurity, or intemperance. And 
notonly guard againA thefevices themfelves, but 
avoid 



T H E C H A R G E. 71 

avoid a fondoefi for fcafts, entertainments, 
and diveriiofiSj where there is danger of 
KHniog too Near the bounds of fobricty and de- 
cency, if you do not tranfgrefs them : fuch a 
condud will leflcn your charad:er, though it 
may not defiroy it. But 1 need not enlarge 
here, as I may venture to aHert, that there is 
icarce any body of men in the world, equally 
numerous, with the regularly-educated diilent- 
ing mtDillers, that are more, or even equally, 
free from ftnfual vices. The loofe, lewd, 
drunken, debauched miniller will be at 3 lofs 
to £nd fupport and countenance, among the 
^uteflant dilTcnters. 

But there are vices of another kind of which 
we may be more in danger, and which meet 
Kith more quarter from good people; becaufc 
they arc not fo openly marked, and certainly 
known as the former ; though equally un- 
worthy of cur character: and thcfe are the 
vices of the mind; the meaner, more dark- 
complezioned vices ; fuch as malevolence, and 
uncharitablenefs, ilandering, falfehood, hy- 
pocrily, avarice, and craft. A very celebrated 
modern * fceptic, has charged the chriftian 
miniflry, with having a natural tendency to 
promote thefe vices in miniflers. But granting, 
that the intcrefted conduiS of many who have 
bwn the name of chriftian minifters, has juftly 
given fcandal to the world, and that the theokgo- 
rattt odia have been proverbial; and granting that 
there are accidental circumftances attending our 
* Mr. David Hum in bis eiTay on mtional chiraQets. 
education. 
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education^ or fituation, which may hare f6m« 
tendency this way ; let us by our example con- 
fute the calumny, that fuch is the natural^ tKctf- 
Jary tendency of our office j which, on the con- 
trary, is, indeed, one of the moft benevolent, 
generous, and god-like, that a creature can be 
employed in : and let us be the more careful to 
cheriih the oppofite virtues, which both the 
genius of chriftianity, and the nature of our of- 
fice efpecially require of us. In the New Te- 
itament, even the devil, the worft of all 
Beings, receives that name J from flandcr or 
calumny, and falfehood-of every kind, ma- 
lice and covetoufnefs are every where exprefsly 
condemned; truth and -love, charity and gp> 
nerofity every where recommended : and indeed 
the whole fchcme of the Gofpel is founded on 
divine truth and love. 

Methinks, Sir, there is nothing I am more- 
folicitous you Oiould cheriih, than that IncoSium 
generofo peSius bonejio {{, which may fet you ha- 
bitually above every thing that is mean and bale; 
fince by fuch things both the miniftry and religion 
have been brought into great contempt, with 
fome peifons of polite education, and generous- 
tempers i who have been too ready to draw hafty, 
raih concliifions, or to admit fuch mifreprefen-' 
tations oi fccptical writers as I have referred to. 

Let us be continually revolving the perfeft 
example of our divine Matter, and his unparaL 
Icled benevolence ; and the amiable, though lefj. 
perfed: pattern of our apoftle, whofe genuia^; 
\ X A<«piAK. I Ptrf. Sat. 2. 

7 / humility 
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•humility was remote from meannefs, and whofe 
■difinterefted zeal, gcntrolity, and magiiani- 
mity knew no bounds. With him, let us 
utterly *' renounce the hidden things of difiio- 
*' ne^y, not walking in craftinefs, nor hand- 
•• ling the word of God deceitfully, but by the 
" manifeftation of the truth, commending our- 
*' ielves to every man's cor,fcience in the -fight 
-** of God; not as many,, who corrupt" or 
adulterate " the word of God : but as of fin- 
*• -cerity, but as of God, in the fight of God 
*' let us fpeak in CArj/?," 2 Cor. iv. 2. and ii. 17. 
Let us attend to his animated exhortation to 
Timot&y, in the clofe of this epiftle, " But thou, 
** ,0 man of God, flee thefe things," viz. •' the 
** love of money, that root of all evil," and a 
concern to be rich; " and follow after righte- 
** oufncfs, godlinefs, faith, love, patience, 
" meckncfs." 

*Tis a divine aphorifm of our celebrated poet, 

• An honeft man's the nobleft work of God j|. 

WUl you bear with me, therefore, Sir, if, with 
great plainnefs, I entreat you, to labour always 
to maintain an unfhaken honefty of heart, an 
inviolable integrity and honour. Let it govern 
your condudt in the common affairs of life ; and 
then it will preferve you not only from diredlly 
infringing the laws of civil focieiy, but from 
taking any advantage of their defeifls to ferve 
your own intcrefis: and 1st it govern your con- 
dijft as a miniver. Then you will not aim, unde? 

L tho 
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the farnStion of that charadler, and with the ad- 
vantagesit may afford, to thruft yourfelf into peo- 
ple's wills, tothepieiudicecf their near relations. 
You will not be guihy of fervilely worQiipping the 
rich; of flattering their vices or weakncfs, their 
pride or ill humour, to fecure their favour. You 
will not rtoop to any little arts to Icffen the repu- 
tation, or the congregations of your brethren, in 
order to incrcafe your own. You will not be- 
tray the truths of religion, or the honor of your 
divine Mafter, for fear of offending men. 
Though I admit, you are not to give needlcfs 
offence ; and all truths are neither neceflary nor 
fit to be fpoken at all times ; neverthelefs, Sir, 
you will keep at the utmoft diftance from the 
bafcnefs of fupprcfling, or quibbling with, doc- 
trinal or pradical truths, which in your own 
confcience you believe to be of importance, 
merely becaufe they may difgufl fome of your 
hearers j for the very circumflance of their 
difreUQi for them may render it the more need- 
ful for you fomctimes to infifl: on them. Keep 
a good confcience, and be above the fear of 
men, which brings many a fnare. 

To touch briefly upon fome other particulars 
under this head of morals. Your temper, Sir, 
I trufl, will not let you give way to pride and 
haughtinefs, infolence, aufterity, and morofe- 
nefs in domeftic life, or towards the poorefV of 
.your flock : And I hope you will guard tigainft 
admitting into your brcafl that /ove of pQwer^ 
which might tempt you to ufurp upon the 
rights and religious liberties of your people, or 
thofe 
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thofc of your brethren in the miniftry- For 
ray part, I know of no power wc have as mi- 
nifters, but to do all the good wc can. Do not 
injure the reputation of others, any more than 
their property ; and (hun falling in with the 
common, though diabolical pradlice of flandcr- 
ing and backbiting. 

But a minifter's morals Ihould not confiil in 
mere negatives. He fliould be an example of 
all the private and focial virtues that adorn the 
chriftian name and charader ; of ftrift inte- 
grity, veracity, and fidelity ; of difintcrefted 
fnendfliip, unaffected courtefy and condefcen- 
fion; of mode(ly, and humility, purity and 
temperance; of diffafive benevolence and cha- 
rity, and of amiable tenderncfs in every focial 
relation: in (hort, Sir, take his charafter, in 
which the moral part, you will fee, is chiefly 
infifted on, from St. Paul, in this epiftle, ch. 
iii. 2 — 7. and ch. iv. 12. and in that to Titus, 
ch. i. 7, 8. " A bifliop muft be blamelefs, the 
** huiband of one wife," i. e. I apprehend, 
who has not been divorced from one wife, and 
married another, which was lawful, but dif- 
rcputable among both the Jews and Heathens 
of thofe times ; he mufl be " vigilant, fober, 
*• of good behaviour," or rhodeft, " given to 
" hofpitality, apt to teach ; not given to wine, 
** no ftiiker," that is, not ready to quarrel, 
like men in liquor j " not greedy of filthy lu- 
"- ere, but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; 
** one that ruleth well his own houfc, having 
*' his children in fubjedtion with all gravity : 
L 2 '* not 
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** not a novice, left being lifted up with pride, 
" he fall into the condemnation of the devil. 
" Moreover he muft have a good report of 
" them that are without, left he fall into re- 
*' proach, and the fnare of the devil." The 
paflage in Titus is much the fame ; " A biftiop 
" muft be blamelcfs, as the fteward of God : 
*• not felf-willed, not foon angry, not given 
** to wine, no ftriker, not given to filthy lu- 
•' ere ; but a lover of hofpitality, a lover of 
*' good men, fober, juft, holy, temperate; 
'• holding faft the faithful word." And the 
charge to Timothy in this chapter, is, " Be 
" thou an example to the believers, in word* 
" in converfdtion, or behaviour, in charity, in 
" fpirit, in faith, in purity." Such, Sir,- 
fhould be the exemplary morals of a chriftian 
minifter ; on whicJi having dwelt fo largely, I 
fhall be more concife in treating of other par- 
ticulars : as for inftancc, 

II. Next to his morals, a minifter fliould 
take heed to his religion. To be, like Barna- 
bas, a good man, is abfolutely neceflary to being 
a goo^l minifter; though 1 will not fay it al- 
ways is fo, to being an acceptable, popular 
preacher. A minifter of religion without any 
religion, is fo grofs a foleclfm, that, though* 
fome ate chargeable with it, none are hardy 
enough to defend it. The point I am now 
upon mav, perhaps, be thought to be included 
under the former head ; as morality and religion 
are looked upon by many to be equivalent : but 
I think they are properly to be diftinguifhed • 
iincc 
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fince religion figniBes a futtable regard in our 
temper and coodudt, to the great and blefled 
Qod ; which is fometimes totally wanting in 
perfons, who are not very defeiftivc in their 
morals : and, on the other hand, though reli- 
gion-implies good morals, it- is not always ac- 
companied with them, in thofe that profefs' 
religion : and we are not to look upon «very 
one as abfolutely an hypocrite in his pretences to 
religion, who is culpable in his morals; becaufe 
multitudes have wrong notions of religion, &nd 
embrace it as a falvo for their negleft of mo- 
ral duties J and fo indeed are the worfe for their 
religion j the worfe men, as the more zealous 
chriftians. Wretched abufe of heaven's beft 
gift i fatal confequence of the falfe views in 
which religion is too often reprefented ! But I 
know, Sir, you have jufter notions of that re- 
ligion which came from heaven, to fit us for 
and raife us to heaven ; which lays its founda- 
tion in the filial fear and love of God, and faith 
in Cbrifi; and purifies the heart; and brings 
forth the fruits of evangelical holinefs, and uni- 
vcrfai righteoufnefs } which does not fuperfede, 
but enforces the obligations of morality, and in- 
vigorates the practice of it ; which renders us 
better men, the better chriftians wc are. This, 
Sir, is the religion you will preach to others; 
and which it is highly neceffary you fliould ex- 
perience and prattife yourfelf: I hope, and 
truftyoudo: I have all the reafon to think 
you do that a fellow-creature can have: but 
God alone knows the heart; and he expedts 

you 
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you to be really and exemplarily religious. For 
you are not placed in the church as an index, or 
Mercury t merely to point out to your people the 
way to heaven ; but you are as their Oiepherd 
to go before them, and condud them thither. 

It becomes you, therefore, to take heed to 
your religiont 

ift. That it be real and fincere. The, ap- 
pearance of it a dilTenting minider muA have, 
or he can entertain no profped of acceptance or 
countenance in his ofHce. And confider, Sir, 
how difficult it will be for him always td keep 
on a maik. to appear conftantly in difguife, and 
avoid betraying himfetf in ibme unguarded 
hour, and bccomingjuftly expofed to univerfal 
contempt. How irkfome and painful, to have 
his confcience continually flying in his face, 
and charging him with a total negletft of that 
piety and devotion, which he is every fabbath, 
at leaft, recommending to others ! Or, if he 
can, at length, acquire, a confcience feared 
enough to nnake himfelf eafy here, while he is 
in the vigor of life and health, confider, dear 
Sir, how gloomy will be his dying bed, and 
how dreadful his condemnation hereafter, for 
having carried on a vile impoilure, and been 
guilty through life of the mod folemn mock- 
cry of God and man ! Confider, alfo, how 
difficult it muft be for a minifler, wlio has not 
a real fenfe of religion upon his heart, and a 
thorough experirtental' acquaintance with it, 
to perform the duties of his office with any life 
»nd fpirit, if with any propriety ! How ibould 

be 
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he be in earneft in pcrfuading others '• to be 
"■ reconciled to God," who is not reconciled 
K) God himfelf? How Ihould he defcribe the 
grace of God, in its falutary efFciSs, who has 
not " tafted that the Lord is gracious?" How 
Aould he difplay the love of Cbrift, who has 
never felt its conftraining influence ? How (hould 
he encourage his hearers to conBde in the di- 
vine promifcs, who has never known their 
fftpporting influence ? How can he recommend 
tfaoie holy precepts of chrlftianity, which he 
hflS never obeyed ? How can he defcribe, with 
any propriety, thofc pious difpofnions, tbofe 
exercifes of inward heart-religion, thofe line- 
aments of the divine image formed in the foul 
of which he knows nothing, unlefs at fecond- 
hand ? How can he urge with becoming pathos, 
in his public preaching, the terrors, the hopes, 
the joys of the world to come, the power of 
which he has never felt? And, what a cold, 
aukward, embarraffed, uncomfortable figure 
muft a minifter, without fentiments of real re- 
ligion make, when called to attend the beds of 
the fick and dying? In (hort, how can he adapt 
his difcourfes, with propriety and energy> to 
fubje<fts to which his heart is a ftranger, or, to 
which it is averfc? And, the refletStion recurs, 
how wretched a flavery, to be obliged to be 
continually converting with fubjedts, for which 
he not only has no tafle and relifh, but which 
continually bear witne.'s to his guilt, and make 
him live in a courfe of perpetual felf-condem- 
nation ! Take heed. Six, above all things, that 
4 " after 
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'' after preaching to others, you do not pfovtf 
" a caft-away," or rejefted of God yourfelfj 
that you may not ha?c reafon to fay, '* other 
" men's vineyards I have kept, but. my own 
ff vipeyard I have not kept." 

Bura minifter, to be an &otti^ man, which 
I IjULve already fuppofed him, muft be a man of 
real religion : I therefore add, further, 

2dly, Take heed to your religion, that it be 
eminent and exemplary. It; is expected of mini- 
fters, that they lliould cxcell in piety and good- 
nefs : and though the world may exped too 
much from us, confidering we are but men^ 
meq of like pailions and infirmities with others; 
yet, certainly, there is juft reafon to cxpedt^ 
that thofe who teach others, Hiogld themfelves 
excel in what they teach ; that the leaders of an 
army HiouM have higher qualifications, more 
experience, pradice, and refolution, than may 
be neceffary in every private man. So it is, 
certainly, with juftice our people expert, that 
thqir minillers, whofe grand bufinefs is to in- 
culcate religion upon them, (hould be eminent 
for religion thcmlelves ; that their paftors, and 
leaders, who are at the head of their congrega- 
tions, and whofe office it is, to guide them in 
the way to heaven, Ihould fet them a bright ex- 
ample of a heavenly converfation. It is, in 
fliort, highly reafonable, and it is alfo highly 
neceffary, if we would be refpeded and ufeful, 
that we Ihould not reft contented with common 
attainments, but fliould *' covet earneftly tht 
" beft gifts" and graces, and endeavour to ex- 
cel 
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eel in faith and hoHnefs, and virtue -, and be 
examples to believers, not only of a fincere, 
iolid, and rational, but, alfo, of an exalted, 
and fervent piety. I ihail jud add, 

3dly, Take heed. Sir, that you improve in 
religion : if you do not, you will foon find it 
iadJy decline. There is no meJium here. If 
a fenfe of religipn does not habitually ftrcngthen 
and improve in the foul, it will gradually wea- 
ken and languilh, and tofe almoft all its poiver 
and influence upon the heart and life. I mufl 
freely tell you. Sir, that you had need to be 
very felicitous and greatly upon your guard in 
thisrefpcdtj for your office, though it preferves 
you from many temptations, to which o^er 
Aatidns of life are expofed, has fome peculiar 
to itfe^f. A grand one is, that continually con- 
vcrfing with the things of religion, and reading 
pro and can, ex officio, renders them familiar to 
the mind ; and is very apt to take off, much of 
that reverence for them we had before, and to 
make them lefs imprelHve upon the heart than 
they were at firft. If you have already found this 
by ejcperience in fomc degree, you will fee the 
necemty of guarding the more againfl: it; to 
which purpofe. Sir, I would recommend it to 
you, fometimes to forget that you are a mini- 
fterj or, however, always to remember that 
you are a chriftian, as well as a minifter ; who 
have, yourfelf, a foul to fave, which is in the 
fame danger, and muft be faved in the fame way, 
as the fouls of thofe to whom you preach ; and 
that confequently you muft take the utmoft 
M care 
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care not to fufFer fhe duties of your particular 
calling, as a tfitnijler, to make you remifs in 
thofe of your general calling, as a chriflidn. Be- 
fure to keep up a conftant application to the 
throne of grace} be fteady in the daily praifluce 
of ferious, fecret devotion. And, eipecially. 
Sir, let your Lord's-day-evenings be always fa- 
cred to religious retirement i in which you may 
enter clofely into your own heart ; read and me- 
ditate upon the Scriptures, and apply them to 
yourfelf, fur reproof, corredion, inftraaion* 
or comfort; and pour out your foal with free- 
dom and fervor to your heavenly Fathetj the 
Father of lights, and the God of all grace. 
And, inflead of dwelling much, in your pri- 
vate meditations (any more than I could wifh 
you to do in your public miniftrations) upon the 
deep, difficult, controvcrfial parts of religion j 
be often revolving in your mind, and fixing 
yourfelf more firmly in the belief of, the cer- 
lainty and importance of the plain, fundamen- 
tal principles, laws, and fadts of natural and 
revealed religion. Be often thinking. Sir, of 
the univerfal prefenceand providenccof God; of 
hi?gtt;rious power, and majefty, and holinefs, 
and purity ; of the great work of redemption, 
and the wonderful love of C&ri/} -, of death and 
eternity ; of heaven and hell ; of the folemn 
appearance at the judgement-feat of Cbri/l, and 
the righteous retribution j of the everlafting 
happinefs of all good men, and the unfading 
crovtn that fliail adorn every faithful miniftcr. 
Keep thefe things. Sir, conftantly in. view, and 
they 
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they will make you ferious, and be greatly the 
means of your improving in perfonai religion. 
From which I pafs to fpend a few words, 
lU. On prudence, which, though ranked, 
in ethical fyftems, among the cardinal virtues, 
we ufually diilinguiOi from religion and mora- 
lity; and as thus diftinguifhed, prudence, Sir, 
implies- behaving with decency and propriety; 
agreeably to our charadter and office ; fo as not 
to give offence, or to obftrui5t our ufefulnefs and 
comfort. Prudence is of great importance in 
lifej for the troubles of life proceed more from 
the though tlcfsnefs, -indifcretion, and wrong- 
headednefs of men, than from dire^ll malice 
and wickednefs ; and it is to none of more im- 
portance than to chriftian minifters, cfpeciaily 
dilTenting minifters. The well-known maxim, 
'• Nullum numen abeft, ft fit prudentia *," has 
indeed a tincture of heathenlfm, as well as 
poetic boldnefs j but the blefled Jejus himfelf 
has required his miniAers to be, not only 
** harmlefs as doves, but alfo, wife, or pru- 
" dent (^pow^oi) as ferpents." 

You will refle£t. Sir, how many a fine ge- 
nius has been quite lofl to the world, and to 
the church, for want of prudence i how many 
a worthy, well-meaning, able, and zealous 
minifter, for want of this has leffened his cha- 
iSL^tet and ufefulnefs ; fet churches in flames ; 
made his friends his foes ; and plunged him- 
felf into feas of trouble, and forrow, and diffi- 
culty. You cannot but be convinced. Sir, of 

• JttVtnalt Sat. lO. 

M 2 the 
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the need of prudence. The way to acquire it 
is mucheafier to fomc tempers than to othera: 
however, all may attain it in a confiderable de- 
gree, by prayer to him who gives wifdom X\- 
berally to them that afk it, by confideration and 
experience : but the ground-work of prudence, 
Sir, muft be laid in humility, meeknefs, and 
patience. Do not think too highly of yourfelf, 
and too meanly of others. Do not let your own 
importance be always in your view, Do not ar- 
rogate too much deference to your judgment, nor 
too much refpeft to your perfon, upon account of 
your office. Do not be captious, and quick to 
take offence at fancied, or, even real neglefts. 
Never decide, rcfolve, nor adt haftily, precipi- 
tately, and while your paffions are moved, in 
affairs of any moment ; but take time for cool 
deliberation ; and be quick to retraft, inftead 
of eager to defend a miftake. Do not be bufy 
in your people's temporal affairs ; nor officious 
in prying into their fecrets ; much lefs guilty of 
betraying them. Take care, Sir, not to fall 
into the mifchievous, though common praiSWcc 
of goffiping } and be not fe«erc upon the cba- 
ratScrs of others, fincc you will be fure to have 
it returned with intereft. In your drefs, your 
common converfation and recreations, attend 
to what is expedient, and of good report, as 
well as what is lawful : and do not affeft to 
dej^ife the prejudices of weak brethren j for that 
is not the fpirit of a chriAian minifler. Study 
good manners and affability, Sir, inyourwiiold 
tcbaviour j but let them be tempered with gra- 
? vity 



THECHARGE. 85 

vity and dignity. Be chearful and good hu- 
moured, but not the fiddle of a company. Be 
not a reclufe» nor yet the too frequent vifitor; 
■nor the man of leifure, always ready to fill 
a place at table, or in a party of pleafure ; this, 
■Sir, will let you down in the eftcem, even, of 
thofe who feem fond of your company. But 
I proceed to add once more, 

IVthly, Attend, Sir, to your learning, or ac- 
quiredfurniture for the miniftry. Good natural 
-parts, genius, memory, voice, and the grace 
of God, -which are all his gifts, are neceflary 
and prefuppofed to fitnefs for the miniftry: But 
there is -other furniture, alfo necelTary, which 
is to be acquired by education and induftry. 
Learning, though it cannot give cither genius, 
or religion, can improve both": and, though it 
cannot of itfelf make a good min fter, no man 
can be- thoroughly furnifhed for the miniftry 
without it. It would be an affront, Sir, both 
to you, and to this audience, for me to attempt 
a laboured proof of the importance of learning 
to aminifter of the Gofpel. How prepofteroua 
would it have been judged by all, for a man to 
have appeared as a counfellor at law, while our 
laws were in Latin, who was ignorant of that 
language ! And is it not as abfurd, for a man 
to take upon him to be a public expounder of the 
laws of God, who is ignorant of the languages 
in which they were written, and muft wholly 
rely- for the fenfe of the facred code, not upon 
the words which the Holy Ghoft teaches, but 
upon the interpretation d thofe words-by fal- 
lible 
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lible men ? A critical fkill, therefore, in the 
lacred languages, which requires the knowledge 
of other learned languages, is a qualification by 
no means to be difpcnfed with in a chriftian 
minifler, whofe office will lead him to explain 
both the Old and the New Teftament. And 
to iicill in the languages muft be joined, an ez- 
tenfive knowledge . ot antiquity, in which I in- 
clude profane, and facrcd, or ecclefiaftical hi- 
ilory, with the opinions of the heathen phi- 
lofophers and chriflian fathers ; and the know- 
ledge of natural and moral philofophy. As the 
external evidences of chriftianity arifc chiefly 
from prophecies and miracles, how will a man 
be able to manage the argument from the 
accomplifliment of prophecies, who is not 
well acquainted with the hlftory of the na^^ 
tions to which they relate * i Or, how fliould 
he prefs the argument from miracles, which 
are interruptions of the courfe of nature, who 
is not acquainted with her laws ? And as to the 
internal evidences of chriftianity ; how can he 
reprefent the congruity of its dodtrines and in-r 
ilitutions with the divine perfeftions, and the 
reafon of things, who is not well grounded in 
the principles of ethics, and of natural religion? 
Study carefully. Sir, the works of God in cre- 
ation and providence ; for they fpeak in part 
the fame language as his written word. Their'a 
is, indeed, the divine word that has gone out 
• What fervice hat Dr. Ntwten (the prefent worthy 
hifhop of Briftat) lately done to the chriftian caufe, by aif 
happy application of the lights of hiflory to this point / 

through 
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thrdugh all the earth. A clofe ftudy of nature, 
efpcciaHy of human nature, will lead to nature's 
God ; will enlarge and exalt the mind, and 
prepare it for judging of the evidences, and 
difcovering the beauty, of the grand fchemc of 
the redemption and recovery of this loft world, 
which God made. The ftudy of the mathe- 
fflattcs, logic, oratory, poetry, and the Latin 
and Greek claflics in general, is ncceflary to 
improve the judgment and reafoning powers, to 
enrich the imagination, to form the tafte, 
and fielp^ you to acquire a good method of com- 
poiitibh, anda proper, yet animated and flow- 
ing ftylc; There are other branches of learning 
and knowledge, with which it is proper a mi- 
nifter Ihould cultivate fome general acquaint- 
ance, in order to attain an extenfive and accu- 
ratie undcrftanding of the Scriptures ; fincc 
tfaeUe are references in them to almoft all the 
fiibjtfls of the arts and fciences. 

While therefore you remember that the 
Seripiures arc to be your daily and conftant 
Abdy, you will regard other ftudies chiefly as 
means to facilitate your knowledge of the fcrip- 
tores. And if there are fome branches of learn- 
ing- not immediately ncceffary to the under- 
ftanding of the Scriptures, yet even they may 
be profitably cultivated ii> a moderate degree, by 
way of amufemtnt (for fome amufement a mi- 
nifter will want as well as other men) and alfo 
as an ornament to your charadler, and a means 
of -procuring you eftcem in the prefcnt age, 
when a general acquaintance with moft parts of 
learning 
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learning is fo common. Your . diligence and 
pro6ciency, Sir, in your academical fludies^ 
was iuch as did you credit, and gave me much 
i'acisfatftion ; and I am perruaded you are not 
only fenfible of the importance of learning, but 
have contrafted that tafte for it, that you will 
be delirous of making further improvements. 
This you will Hnd highly neceflary ; as an aca- 
demical courfe can only lay a proper grcHipd- 
work, which Hiould be built upon through life. 
And you will give me leave. Sir, to remind 
you, that in this place you fucceed a minifter -f-,. 
who was not only revered and beloved for bis. 
piety and goodnefs, but diflinguiflied for his 
great learning; an animating motive to you to 
endeavour after fioiilar attainments. 

That you may not be at a lofs for time, or 
be tempted to employ too much of it this way, 
1 would advife you. Sir, to devote two moin- 
ings of the week, and fteadily apply them tO' 
the profecution of your literary ftudiesj while 
you fpend the reft in more immediate prepara- 
tion for your public work. You will richly 
find your account in fuch general reading; as it 
will extend your thoughts, corred your judge-* 
ment, improve your temper, furnifh you with; 
a copia of matter and exprelTion, and give an 
criginaliiy, variety^ and vigor to your compo- ; 
iitions i which will be but dry, meagre, dull, 
copies of other mens thoughts, if you confine ■ 
yourfelf to mere theological ftudies, and the 
reading of fcrmons, with a dire^ view to re- 
. t The Rev. Di. Henry Wf, F. R. S. 

ccivc 
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tave afliftance from them in compofing for 
the pulpit.' 

Thus, Sir, have I largely purfued the firft 
part of the apoftle's direftion, to *' lake heed 
** to yourfe/f" as a cbri^ian, and as aw/aj)?fr; 
that- is, with refpedt to your mora/s, religion, 

'frudfficer znd learning. 

It may perhaps have been expcfled, that I 
ibould alfo con&der the latter part of the advice, 
*• Utke bged to thy do^rine^' or to your preach' 
mg\, and the other branches of the minijlertal 
^ce. Serioully attend to the difcharge of your 

' nuniftry, in fuch a manner as to be mofi ufefiil 
therein i which may relate Xo preparation for it 

, and the aSfual exercife of it. But the former 
having taken up fo much of your time, and as 

■ what 1 have now mentioned would open io large 
:a£eld,- 1 ftiali wave the confideratlon of it- 

And- indeed I look upon it, that what has 
been already infifted on is of much the greateft 
importance ; that to be a learned, wife iand good 

-manr are the grand qualifications and prepara- 
tives for being a ufeful minlfter ; that the beft 
prepaFation for pulpit compofitiem is fdpere, to 
underhand your fubjeftj and the beft rule for 

- delivering them, to feel \t. The reft is tO be 
learnt as other profeflions are, and is learnt in 
our feminaries, where, Sir; you have hatl 

■ ample, and particular dircdions, relating to the 
difcharge of the feveral branches of your mini- 
flry; and have profiled by them, foastomcct 
with much acceptance, and to have the prolpeft 
of being very ufeful. And as you have thofe 

N direcr 
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to Uave them ns a facred bond upon your foul. 
* " J charge you bcfo'c God and the Lord 
" y(/i/J Cbriji, who (hall judge the quick and 
** the dead, at his appearing and hb kingdom ; 
" preach the word, be inllantin fcafun, out of 
*' fealon ; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
" long-fuffering and doflrine. Watch thou 
" in all thin7R, endure afHidiuns, do the work 
" of a gufp^l-mioiftcr, fulfil thy miniftry." 
And -j- again, '* O man of God, flee" the en- 
ticements of this world, ** and follow afttr 
" righteoufncfs, godlinefs, faith, love, pa- 
•• tiencc, meckneis. Fight the good fight of 
" faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto 
« thou art alfo calicd, and hail profell a good 
" profcilion before many witnefics. i,giVe 
« thee charge in the fight of God who qukt- 
" eneth all things, and before Chrift Je/us, 
** who before Pontius Pilate witncfied a good 
*' profefljon, that thou keep this commands 
" ment without fpot, unrebukcable, until the 
*' appearing of our Lord Jcfui Cbriji^ which 
*< in his tinies he (hail lliew, who is the blefled 
'< and only Potentate, the King of Kings, an(l 
*' Lord of Lords ; who only hath immortally, 
« dwelling in the light, which no man cah 
(> approach unto* whom no man hath feeo* 
*' nor can fee j to whom be honour and power 
" everlafting. Amen." 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE following Addrefs was felefted 
from a fet of Difcourfes intended 
chiefly for the improvement of Young 
Men, and now preparing for the prefs with 
all convenient fpeed. As it was, on a 
review, thought equally to concern Young 
Women, the greater part of it was alfo 
offered to their confideration, upon the 
Fifft day of the New year. What was then 
delivered has fince received large additions, 
which have drawn it out to fuch a length, 
that, for the relief of the reader, it is divid- 
ed into Three Parts. From the attention 
with which it was heard by a very nume- 
rous and relpedablc auditory, and from the 
wiihes which many have expreffed for 
its publication, the Author is willing to 
hope it may do fome good. 



DISCOURSE 

O N 

THE CHARACTER, &c. 

PART I. 

JOHN, xi. 5. 

K.dW JESUS LOVED MARTHA, AND HER 

SISTER— i 

t 

FROM this amiable circumflance in 
the hiftory of our Saviour, told with 
a fimplicity inimitably tender, as well as 
from other beautiful paffages connefted 
with it, we know, not only that he often 
vilited thofe worthy perfons^ but that his 
elevated foul took peculiar pleafure in their 
company. An example of fuch high 
authority will afford me a very fair occaiion 
for contemplating the intelleAual, moral, 
5 
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and fpiritual intercourfe, which ought to 
fubfift between the fexes, as far as the 
condition of human ha!ure tvill alloW. A 
fubjeft, you muft acknowledge, of fufficient 

■ moment to merit fome regard. 

In the profecution of it, I will firft en- 
quire into the Charader and Conduft. of 
the Female Sex, who have not, I apprehend, 
been always treated with the charity or 
the juftice tq which tlfey are entitled ; and 
then point out, as briefly as poflible, the 
benefit to be derived by Young Men from 
the Society of Virtuous Women, 

I fhoUU be happy, if I Ts'ere ^fc, to 
promote at Once the edification and' deli^ 
of every individual in this affembly : hvrt 
"to hope it^ wei^ etjuai prefumption an3 
ignorance. I have no expeftatibft' rff 
gratifying the gay libertine, the glooniy 
bigot, or the angry critic, if any fucJi arts 
preferit; linlefs it be by fupplying each with 
ample matter c^ remark in his own way. 

■ And be aflTured, that they who arc much 



[ 3 ] 

inclined to cenfure, arc but indi&rently 
difpofed to profit. What is now to be 
j^elivcrecj will have little regularity of plan, 
.and lefs connexion v/ith fyflem ; as it will 
4eviate confiderably from the ufual forms 
of religious diicourfe, and dcfcend into 
|>articulars feldom introduced into the 
pulpit : on which account^ I doubt not, 
it will be loudly reprqbated by numbers, 
jput, ccft^nly, wc need not \)e very fo- 
JiicLtous ahout the opinions of the many, 
i^ we liaye the profped; of doing good tp 
a, few. A few at leafl wjll hear nae with 
ftttent^^ a^4 c^dour : and iadeed^ if hy 
jconvinici^g tlsie underftandings, and Im-r 
pxeffiqg the hearts, pf ever fo imall a pro- 
poftioin of Voung JVJ^n, or Young Women, 
J may, with God's affiftance, contribute to 
the improvernent and welfare of either, 
I fhall, as long as I live, reflect on it with 
fatisfadion, and call the firft day of thi§ 
pew year blefled, 

Among the innumerable ties by which 
Bj^nkind aye tjrawa ancl hel^ tpgeUicr^ may 
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be fairly reckoned that love of praiic, "whicU 
perhaps is the earl left paffion of humaij 
beings. It is wonderful, how foon children 
begin to look out for notice, and for con-; 
fcquence. To attraft mutual regards by 
mutual fervices, is one chief aim, and one 
important operation, of a principle, which 
'I fliould be forry to think that any of you 
had outlived. No fooner do the Ibcial 
'stlK»^ons unfold themfelves, than youth 
appear ambitious to defcrve the approbation 
of thoft around them. Their defires of 
this kind are more Kvely, as their difpofi- 
tions are more ingenuous. Of thofc boys 
who di&over the greateft ardour to obtain, 
by their capacity, lheir fpirit, or their gencr 
rofity, the efteem of their companions, it 
may be commonly obferved, that they (hoot 
lip into the moft valuaMe charaders, 

Eagernefs for the admiration of fchoolx 
fellows and others, without diftinftioii 
cf fexes, is felt at firft : ^ but when,- in 
procefs of time, the bofom becomes fcn- 
£ble -to that diftinAion, it begins to be^t 
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yfiih a peculiar anxiety to pleafe the female 
part of your acquaintance. The imiles, 
the applaufe, the attachment of Young 
Women, you pow oinfider as conferring 
felicity of a more intereiUng nature j and 
to iecure fuch happinefs, is from hence- ■ 
forth an obje£i that incites and influences 
you on a thoufand 0(;cafictns. By an. 
increafing fuTceptibility to the attni&ions 
of the fofter fex, you are carried more and 
more into their company ; and there, my 
brothers, your hearts and maimers, your 
taftes and purfuits, receive very often a 
dire^on that remains ever aft^, and that 
will probably decide your deftiny through 
the whole of your exigence. 

I am aware, indeed, that to under-rate 
their importance, and. cultivate their com- 
merce only as fubfervient to convenience, 
amuftment, or voluptuouiheis, is commoa 
among the ignorant, the petulant, and the 
profligate of our Cex : but, happy as I have 
been in the convcrlation of many worthy and 
^ccomplifliedperfonsof the other, I would 
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willingly, ifpoJ^bk, prevent your adopting 
a fyilem alike ungenerous and fal&, . 

It is certain^ Uiat iavages,. atvi thofa 
who are but little removed from their 
condition, have iibldoiif behaved to womei> 
with much refpeiil -or tendcrnefe, . Oft 
the other hand, it is known, that, in 
avilized nations they have ever beeo. 
«bje£ts of both ; that, in the moA heroic 
il;ate& of antiquity, their jiidgcment was 
ofteq honoured as the ilandard, and their 
foffrages pften fought as the reward, of 
' merit : and though in thofe ilates ths 
aljuremcixt of feminin* foftnefs was per-< 
baps not always fufHcieatly underftood, 
owing probably to that palHon for public 
interefls, and extenfive fame, which feems. 
to have overpowered all other emotions j 
it muft yet be acknowledged, that thft 
Ladies of ancient days frequently poiTeiled 
a wonderful influence in what concerned 
the political welfare, and private -afieilions, 
<if the people to whom they belonged. 
But fay, my friends, does .it not reflet^ 
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ftme ^ftrecn- the fair fex, that iheif 
taJents ati& virtues have ItilP been ttibft' 
rtWred in- periods -of the greateft renown ? 
And tefl HiCi -I -be&cch yinl, what age 
or country* dtftihgtiiOied in the annalif 
of fame, has not received a part of that 
diftSnflion from tJfc '-numbers of women, 
xvhom it prddaeed, cofifpicuous for theii' 
virtues and their tatftnts'? fe^ook at ^li, in 
whicK you ?ive r dbee'itflbt dferive a very: 
(ibrtlSklrattfe' ftare of its reputation frorat 
tfefc feiftale ^ehs; " that criiinently adbtn it ? 
Look iflfei the hiftbi^'of the world atlitfgfe/ 
do not yotr ft&d, i^l ik6 ftm^ 6iid 
have, in a-"'*ariety liC- irkya, cohtiibvieS 
Hffgciy to TMtnf' of iK" Aioft importMiV 
cVerils? ' lidbk intd the great maehme-bf 
fociefy, afe ft 'nto*^ Wfbw ^oa : -do hot" 
yAu pbreeivci -that tfiey «re ftifl timonglt* 
principal fprings ? Do not'thew cHai'aSttr 
and manners deeply affeft the paffions of 
ififeh, the inteffefts of «(iuc5tion> -arfd^hofc 
domeftic feefresi whett; ib much bf 'lifi? 
is paft, and'^firkh which its ha^^]^{% of 
mifery is To-- intimMily btended ? ConiuH 
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your own experience, andconfefs, whethef 
you arc not touched by almoll every thing 
diey do, or fay, or look ; confefs, whether 
their veiy foibles, and follies, do not often 
intereft, and ibmetimes pleafe you ? 

There cannot, I am perfuacted^ be many 
worfe lymptoms of degeneracy, in an en- 
lighteded age> than a growing indifierence 
about the reg^ds of reputable women, 
and a faihionable propenfity to leiTen the 
iex in general. Where this is the cale, 
tiie decencies of life, the foftnefles of love, 
the fweets of friendihip, the nameleJ!s 
tender charities that pervade and unite the 
moil virtuous form of cultivated focie^, 
are not likely to be held in high cftima- 
tion : and when thefc fall into contemptj 
what is there left to polifli, humanize, gr 
delight mankind F 

I am willing, indeed, to believe, that 
when thoughtleis youths prefume to laugh 
at women, it is not fo much from any 
wicked incentive, as from aa aim to difplay 
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the powers of wit aad ridicule, in iqiitation 

of thoib profei&d libertines, who having, 
among certain daiTes, acquired a name in 
that way, are ambittoully copied by fuch 
as court the fame kind of praife. With 
what pity have I fometimes liftened to 
the low jdis and mifer^ble criticiihss o^ 
ftriplings, on this fubjeitj while they 
l&oeied, that, by adc^ting the Ayle of 
their feoiors in iatire and Ucentiouiheie, 
they exhibited proofs ef amazing profi- 
ciency in acutCBegofreenark, and know- 
ledge of the world ! But how has my 
Gompafllon, both for them and their 
nailers, been nungled with Icorn, when 
I iiaye ioeo both aiTume, in fenj^e com- 
pany, the .moH refpe<f3ful air, and the 
moft complaiiant behaviour; when I have 
heard them, on the entrance of an agree- 
able woman, break forth into the language 
of compliment and rapture, the moment 
after they had been loading the fex with 
abu& and derllion I 

The truth is, that neither the moft 
friTOlous, nor the moft violent, declalmers 
C 
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againft women can endure the thought of 
being negleded even by the meaneft of 
them. The paffion for importance is fo 
/Irangely infatiablc and inconfiftcnt, as 
often to feek its gratification from the very 
perJbns, whom thofe it actuates pretend 
at other times to treat with difdain. 

' Suppofe, Gentlemen, you were told 
that a woman had been fpeaking of you in 
the fame unmerciful manner, in which 
multitudes of our fex pronounce upon 
hers J would you not complain of the 
fentence, and appeal from her tribunal ? 
Moft probably. But fuppofe, that on 
meeting any of you, immediately after, 
ihe ihould alter her ftyle, affume a lan- 
guage diametrically oppofite, and exprefs 
the higheft approbation in the fmoothcft 
tones and with the fofteft airs of female 
blandifhment j would not fo arrant a coquet' 
defcrve your abhorrence ? Undoubtedly. 

And yet, fliall I fpeak out ? 1 am 

by no means certain, that thofe of your 
number, who moft affed to deipife-. the 
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■fex, would not be enchanted with the 
ibothingeoi this very woman, moreefpcci- 

-ally were fhe handibme. The credulity 

. of loofe men in fimilar circumftances, their 
boafting of the favours they have received, 
or would be thought to have received, and 
their exhibition of letters, prefents, and 
gewgaws, from women who flatter their 
vanity to make fure of their purfes, are 

■ fufficiently ridiculous. May we not add, 
that for thofe men to believe fo implicitly 
in the fincerity of fuch artful creatures, 
where they themfelves are the objefts of 
their art, at the fame inftant in which 
they exult over them among their fellows, 
for giving credit to male adulation, demon- 
ilrates a weaknefs fuperlatlvcly contempt- 
ible ? 

It proceeds, no doubt, in agreatmeafure, 
from the mean opinion they entertain of 
female perception; in which, we will 
venture to fay, they are oftqn exceedingly 
miftaken. Where men are in queftion, it 
appears to me, that women not bewitched 
C Z 
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by poffion, or not biafled by pf^diee, are 
-for the moft part much deeper judges, 
than is generally fuppofed. Of this I am 
certain, that the leaft deferring of them 
take a pleafure in deriding to one another, 
and to their favourites, thofe fools of our 
fcx, who at once calumniate and court 
theirs} while the worthy and the dignifie4 
frequently hear the fmooth fpeeches, and 
plaufible profcffions, made .to them by 
numbers of n^n, juft as they hear th^ 
.pafling winds, with perfed: indiSerence, 
, diough they arc not ^ways at Ae pains to 
cxprefs it. 

Among- the abfiuditiee <^ human pride, 
it is one of the grcateft, diat people under 
its influence are almoll: for ever deceived* 
thcmfelvcs, by the very methods which, 
.with the fullefl: confidence of fucceis, they 
employ to deceive odiers. Ciddy .^irfe, 
and in£gnificant women, may be caught 
by the trite, unmeaning 4;omplinients of 
igtiorant, or of di6blute men : but -fudx 
jnen betray the aarrownefs a{ their views. 
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no left than the vileocfs of their hearts, 
: when they conclude^ that they can impofe 
alike on all females, as if none of them 
hed usderfianding to defpife nonfenfe, or 
virtue to deteft HcentioufneTs. 

Having laid this, ihall I confefs, my 
iair friende* that I have been not a little 
inoitified, when I have obferved fome of 
youj whom I prefumed to poilefs more 
fpirit and fentiment, apparently delighted 
with the extravagant pnuies of thofe male 
parafites and impoftors, kno^nng their 
charaflerSf and in your moft fertom cchi- 
vifUons difdaining them ? Truft xae. 
Ladies, you forget at fucb times what you 
owe to yourfelves, ab wdl as tQthe'opU 
nion of men oi ika& and honour, from 
whole attachment ooly you can deriTO 
,real &ti8&£U«i« It i« 6t you Aiould hfi 
told, that the undiltinguidung approba- 
tion, if not fecming preference, you too 
c^ten beftow upon th& worft cnemiek 
-c^- your fex, is as ' htirt^ to your 
future ^abliihment, as to ^ur prefett 
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appearance. I have known women of 
coofiderablc merit, who have remained 
unconneifled, and become forlorn, for no 
other reafbn biit becaufe they had given 
fecret difguft to delicacy and difccrnment» 
by the allurements which they fcattered, 
without difcrimination or choice, amongfl: 
all the men of their acq uaintance, 

I juft now mentioned the worft enc-t 
mies of your fex. When they who have 
been accuftomed to prey on beauty amongft 
individuals, fcofF at virtue in all the reft, 
as nothing better than hypocrify or af- 
feflation j is there not reafon to apprehend, 
they would, in this manner, fain leffen 
to their own minds the guilt of their paft 
conduft, and by throwing down, as far 
as in them lies, the barriers of female , 
reputation, remove one great obilruflion 
to their future depredations? 

It is poflible, indeed, that a man may, - 
by long commerce with the worft part of 
: the fex, become fo depraved in his notions, 
^s to diibelieve the exiften^c of morals in 
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the -beft. His infidelity on this article 
.will be confirmed, if it has been his ibrr 
tune to convcrfe with courts, where luxury 
and duplicity are the mode, where trutl^ 
and parity are rarely praftifed, and never 
known to be the means of preferment* 
The fame inclination to queftion even the 
poflibilitjf of virtue in women will be too 
readily felt by fuch as, after lofing their 
ovwi athome; have vifited countries from 
whence it is baniihcd by univerfal levity and 
libertinifm, while the eftabliihed religion 
of thofe countries is only calculated to lead 
fuperiicial thinkers into a contempt for 
better principles, and to relax, rather than 
ftrengthen, the obligations of duty. It 
is thus, I conceive, that we are chiefly to 
account for the opinions of a late celebrated 
writer, and many other men of the fame 
llacnp, in reference to the female cha- 
radler. 

But need I remind thofe who now hear 
me, that equity, that reafon, that common 
fenfe forbids us to take our eftimate of the 
ipecies from '"the mbff corrupt, or leaff 



fignSficant, of them who compofe it ? Even 
lelf-Iove fiiould teach us to judge as fa- 
vonrabty « poffibk of our kind. To be. 
COiuieQed with a race univerfallj wortblefs, 
is, me^inks, not a very flattering idea. To 
be bom of mothers without virtue, or of 
fajlpicious virtue, can furelj confer neidier 
honour nor delight. Would not one 
imagine, diat honeft pride alone &ouU 
prompt us to adopt dii&tent fentiments ? 

it is, you wiH ^low, not very eafy to 
compr^end the prepoflerous and gloomy, 
might I not have faid the horrid and ma- 
lignant, ple&fure, which many take in 
fancying thoie bofoms to be hardened 
vrith avarice, foladcened with fal&ood. 
or embruted with ienfuality, which, unlefs 
the contrary appears, fhould be fuppoied 
the chaftc abodes of honour, veracity, 
and generous afie^on. What a turn of 
mind muft that be,, which is fond of 
figuring the darkeft paflion's, the fouleft 
demons, to lurk there where happier 
feelings and milda thoughts ue . diipofed 
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to bc^kt the Virtues and die Graces tlifl 
porting, l%e fo raahy beautiful aAd bene- 
Tofcst angels. 

Were there, in truth, no other reaibn 
fiw avoiding all jniercourfe with wortlileis 
^BTOinen, would it not be qaite fuflicfent, 
that from fuch cohnociona men are too 
gettcriWy tempted io (uCpc& the pritfjciples 
«f the virtuous ? Tdl us, ye votaries of 
Vice, ye who piunt her with the fmlling 
aljjtft ofPleafure, poffcffed ofunrivaHed 
attractions, furrounded with ineichaa^ble 
AoreS lof delight, till us, we cohjtrrc yofl; 
whdt flie has to offer, as a proptr com- 
penfation for Ac ^bfchce of thst ineffiible 
charm ^ich attends the image of female 
innocenceand fwecincfs ? Bat we-appeal to 
more competent judges j to fuch as hav6 
cried both fides, madt the compatifiM, and 
fixed their choice for die better part. Let 
diem decide. Whether, next to the joy 
ariling from a conlcioufnefs of Virtue in 
their own brcafts, there beany equal to 
the contemplation v( hei faircft forms in 
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the behaviour of others j of thofe women-u*. 
particular, from whofe powers to pleafc, to. 
captivate, in namelefs irrefiftible way^ fli^ 
derives an additional lovelinefs, 

. H^ve any of you, my young auditorsi 
■vrorn away, by a courfe of riot, your fcnfibi-?. 
lity to theenchantment you formerly found^ 
in fiich company ? I pity you , from my, 
(bul. , I fay not merely, that you havcj 
loft one of the iinell perceptions of th& 
mind : Igo farther, and aver, that you arc, 
^Aranged from the moil elegant enjoyments, 
pf the heart, from its tendereft wiihes, its 
foftefl: anxieties, its fweeteii hopes. The 
fupeiier' eodearments of female friendfhip, 
the triumphant fcnfe of poffeffing the affec- 
tion of an intelli^nt and worthy woman, 
you; Sir, you are condemned never to know* 
Go, thou wretched inaii, and try if thou 
canft fill up their place by the mercenary 
careHes of proilitutes, and the applaufes of 
unattached^ unfeeling, hollow-hearted li-> 
tertines. But I turn from io fad a furvey 
Jo thofe happy youths who have hithertq 
^fcapcd^/uch contaminating influence^ 



t ''9 J 

As it IS probable, that moft of you will,' 
after the confinement of the fchool, of the 
fcollege, of an apprenticefhip, of of what- 
ever other early ftudy, pafs much of your 
time in the company 6f women, it deeply 
imports you to confider, with what fort 
of women you fhould alTociate. The in- 
finite mifchiefs attendant on communi- 
cation with thofe miferable females, who 
have forfeited their honour, I will not 
how attempt to relate. At prefent I will 
take it for granted, that the fons of Reafon 
fliould converfe only with the daughters of 
Virtue. 

" Of thefe laft the number is greater than 
many of you have been told ; much greater 
than bad men, who judge from bad fam- 
ples, will ever be perfuaded to believe j 
and even greater than would be readily 
cxpeded by the candid and virtuous them- 
felves, were they to take their eftimate 
from the general appearance of women in 
public life, inftead of thofe private fcenes 
tphere fliow and noife arc excluded, where 
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the flutter of fafliion is ibrgottcn -in -jtha 
filcnt diicharge of domeilic duties> anj 
where feoules of real value are more foli- 
dtous to be aauable and accompliihed, thai^ 
al luring and admired. 

Littk, indeed, do thofe women confult 
either their own intereft, or the reputation 
of their fex, who enter eagerly into the 
bu£tle of the mode, obtrude themfelves on 
the gaze €jf the glittering throng, and h- 
crifice the decent referv^s, and inteUeduaJ 
attainments, by which men of fentimept 
and delicacy are mofl taken, to the pallloii 
for drefs, and vifiting, and Iplendor, and 
prattling, and cards, and. a^emblies, and 
mafqucrades without end. The coxcombs 
of the age may be caught by fuch arts of 
diiplay, as ,much as thofe can be fo who ar« 
generally captivated with thcmftlves. They, 
no doubt, will be flattered with what they 
fuppoib to be an offering prefeoted at their 
ihrine, a price paid for their admiratioo. 
But, depend upon it, my iiflers^ thqie mea 
who are formed to be agreeable ^oo^anioiv* 
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iiithtul friends^ and good husbands, will 
not be very {otwaxd to chufe their aflbciates 
tod partners for life, from the flaunting 
train of Vanity, or the infipid circles of 
DiiHpation. Nor will iX always be very 
eafy to convince them, that while the opea 
theatre of the world exhibits Co manjr 
trivial and infipid characters of. the female 
fe^ its more retired fituations abound witit 
women of difcretian an4 figniiicaocc. 

For my own fhaie, I will confcis that 
I fhonld not have thought fo favourably 
in general concerning the fair part of the 
creation, as I now think, had I formed m}r 
opinions on their fubje^t in places of gaj 
refort; where fimplicity,, fbftne/s, a fedate 
carriage, and rational converlation* muA 
ufally give way to the boafted tone, and 
brilliant but illufive figure of the focie^ ia 
TpQie, which feems to nv: a compoHtion of 
frivolous talk, fantaftic manners, expctdive 
out0de, fervile imitation of the mode, incef- 
fant amufemest, ruinous gaming^ and eter- 
xal dilguife. May I venture farther, and 



ictntfwledge my aftonKhment, wtieh I havd 
difcovered that fomc fenfible and defervlng 
women, who in the country delighted all 
that came near them, by a ftyle and de- 
portment perfefily reasonable and highly 
engaging, yet appeared to forget them- 
ielves the moment they plunged in the 
diverfions and tumults of the town. Their 
heads turned round in the whirl of a felhi- 
onable life j and their hearts^ which went 
forth to their friends in the quiet of re- 
treat, flirunk and vaniihed out of fight ia 
fcenes, where they apprehended that fen- 
timent, afFeiSion, confidence, would pro- 
bably be objects of derifion. So then. 
Ladies, you could refign thbie fweeteft 
pleafures of the foul, for the reputation of 
appearing mbdifh : . you could bury your 
better feelings, and relinquilh, for weeks 
and for months, your more refpe(ftable 
pqrfuits, to mix familiarly and habituafly 
with the herd of inferior beings, that runi 
mad after fuperficial amufements, and the 
poor^ftobjefts of low-foulcd ambition. . 
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, Do we mean, that you ought to fliut 
yourfclves up from all the reforts of what 
is called Genteel Company, which, to fay 
the truth, is often but another name for 
well-dreiTed triflers ? We do not mean, 
we do not wifh it. There are fituations ■ 
and connexions which would render it 
improper. To minds capable of refle(3ion, 
the pageant, as it pafles in review, may 
occafion many obfervations on the empti- 
nefs and perturbation of all but piety, 
worth, and heart-felt enjoyment. Nor is 
it altogether impoffiblc, that a more cor- 
redt appearance, a more compofed addrefs, 
friendly hints dropped by accident, im- 
proving remarks fuggefted by good fenfc, 
without the affeftation of unfeafonabi* 
gravity, may fometimes leave ufeful im- 
preffions, where they were lead expefted. 
We only complain, that the friends of 
Virtue (hould ever be fo far intangled in 
the maze of modern impertinence, as 
to be afraid of living priocipally to them- 
felves, to one another, and to the noyefl 
purpofes of their being. 
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Sucn* indeed, is the free fyftem of 
manners in thefe days, as to render 
it difficult for a woman living in tKc 
world to keep that line of wife referve, 
which leads moil diretftly to female 
dignity and happinefs. The cufloms of 
different countries and ages are known to 
have produced very different ideas on this 
point, as on a multitude of others. The 
opinion of him who affirmed, that a fe- 
male's truefi: praife was her not being 
talked of at all, might be relifhed in ancient 
Greece, where the married women we^e 
in a manner fecluded from fociety, being 
moftly confined to the interior apartments 
of their houfes, and wholly engrolTcd by 
dome(iic occupations. According to our 
apprehen lions, it is hard to conceive how a 
praiSice in appearance fo uncourteous to 
the ladles, as well as unanimating to the 
men, could obtain amongfl: a people highly 
polifhed and uncommonly awake. Per- 
haps they judged, that the fummit of 
female glory lay in breeding and training 
children for the commonwealth ; for tha!t 
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oommopwei^tb^ which was the great Pom» 
iP9iu^ngobjo3 <3f their affijdtioa and zaraJ j 
ib «hflt, hpHwysr « female here and there 
wight bf pwm*«c4 to flune ux the Ughts 
of A^ipfi^tf^ 4al tp durm by the powo-s of 
converlation, the ftiidies necelTafjr to this 
kind of eminence were confidered, in gene- 
7»1j fts aot very corap«£ible wi^ the teindef 
(»ve9« and arduous AttentuMis, of W}ves and 
quHhers, df^oted to the profperity of the 
l^te ; n<v Vffv^ women retiurkahjie for 
theft apqaifitiogg qfually regarded as di- 
ftiagwUbed hy their virtnc- 

In Rome matters were cotwiuaed with* 
whM: many of th? &j( wpuld ej^eeQi. a more 
AajttBrifig isdaJgerit? : they were ^ot wily 
admitted to conviyial jfltercourfe with the 
men, but to public feflivals, theatrical en- 
ttert^ffi^fSt a^ tv^T^ military games i 
whfcre youpg virgins appeared openly with 
ft freedom of attir«,anexpofltionof beauty, 
ajid a bold^e^ ^-manner, but ill confiAefU 
wi^ ibc juft ftandard of female decency 
mi iatira^a; though by theie meim 
■ E ' 
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they would, no doubt, acquire uneommoir - 
vigoiTrand refolurion, become more ftrongly 
interefle in the atchievements and ho- 
nours of a warlike race, and be qualified 
in due time for giving birth to conquerors' 
and heroes. 

Even in Greece, where the wives were 
fubjefted to feverc reftraints, the maidens^ 
not excepting the daughters of the prin- 
cipal citizens, were accuftomed to be 
feen in proceflions, dances, and gjrm- 
naftic exercifes, which, if irot very im- 
proving to their virtue, would howcver- 
contribute toftrength of conftitution, and 
gracefnlncfs of demeanour, while they gave 
fufftcient opportunity of ftudying to pleafe 
the eyes of the male fpeftators. 

' The fair fex in thofe days being, oft 
many occafions, refpefted as the judges 
and rewarders of manly enterprifes and 
magnanimous deeds, would naturally kin- 
dle, in the youth of their country, an emu- 
lation and ardour peculiarly conducive t« 



the exalted flights of ipirit aad patriotifm 
that marked the purell ages of antiquity. 

When from thofe iUwftrious people wc 
turn our eyes to the Eailern regions, what 
do we fee but fwarms of effeminate and vo- 
luptuous men, who are either tyrants or 
flaves J and of ignorant, idle, luxurious wo- 
men, whofe higheil deftination is to gratify 
the intemperate defires, or humour the 
proud caprices, of their maftersj a fet of 
wretches as arbitrary as they are fcnfual, 
and whofe jealoufy and infolence join with 
their want of tafte and refinement to treat 
thofe poor imprifoned females, as merely 
Aibfervient to their paflions ? Humanity 
and Virtue are afRided at the view, 

In fome of the Weftera nations we are 
prefcnted with a very different fcene. It 
is the infirmity of our nature, to be almoil 
always in extremes. In France the Wo- 
■men are fupreme : they govern all from 
the court down to the cottage ; . and from 
^eir influence the men, at leaft in the 
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cnor« early p«rk»ds of life, (icm to Aetivt 
theit whole fyftem of fenculicftts^ inclina- 
tions, and manners. Can it be thought 
furprififlg:, if the conceit inA volfltilify of 
the former, continually n6uriihed and ftat-, 
tered, flumld, in a climate which gives 
aniitial fpirits light as air, idfe<fl 1^ kttef 
with a vanity, a gtddinefs, and an tiSs* 
sninacyi that eharadxrize their you^ to 
a prorerb ? But then, if I miftake not, it 
muft happen >ft Aic^ a coantry, th^H when 
knowledge) good fenfe, oblervationr toid 
^ater years talic place, men will be 
found much the more couiteous md ami- 
able, as well as entertaining and accdm-* 
plifitfd, f«r their conilai^t inCercoitrfe ^th 
a fex whom they are tau^t fcom the 
■beginning to treat with attention and rc- 
•fpc<^{ a f(»[ whbfe feciety in genecal,^wbere- 
ever it h cultivated with a pi^>per regai^ 
for . decorum and elegance, cannot fall to 
foften the temper, enliven ffte genius, and 
give Ml agreeable polifli to ^e Wl9(<^e ds« 
pQrttnei^. 
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■ Tbat it is not more cultivated on fuch 
4 footing in this country, has been often 
regretted by perfons who dejpi&d very' 
heartily the unmanly levity and loquacious 
Doafeftfeof French coxcombs. Here tiic 
fexes meet with a greater or Ids degree 
of frequency and freedom ; but for what 
purpofes chiefly ? Shall I be forgiven, if I 
tdl the truth ?*■— Whyj to cat, and talk of 
eating, of the weather, or of the news; 
to vifit, and praftife forms ; to play at 
cards, describe the fafhions, and remark on 
the diverfions of the featon, or rather, for 
the moft part, to repeat what they hav© 
l^eard others fay abont them > to partake 
in thofe diverlions as often m they can j 
but both in public and private to amufo 
themfelves more than one another ; to gra- 
tify the love of drefs, :md ^fplay the prid» 
of opulence. In the meanwhilei what 
barrennefs of lentiment, what want of tafte, 
?ivacity, reflexion ! How little inter- 
change of minds^ or reciprocation of thofo 
winning regards on the part of ibe men,. 
jmd int«rciling manners on that of t^ 
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women, which give the communion 
■ Between the fexes its greateft beauty and 
allurement ! 

■ Confidering the fund of folid fenfe, and 
original humour, which has long diftin- 
guilhed the writers of this nation ; confi- 
dering the valuable improvements in the 
philofophy of the human mind, in fevera! 
branches of fcience, in compofition, ftyle, 
tafte, and the fine arts, which have been 
vifibly advancing for a courfe of years j 
is it not fomewhat ftrangc, that the con- 
Verfation of the upper clailes, and of 
thofe individuals in the middle ranks who 
have been favoured by their education, 
does not in general take a better tiniflure, 
and exhibit a richer vein ? But when 
we have made the juft exceptions, which 
wc with pleafurc acknowledge to be many, 
k muft ftillbe confefled, though not with- 
out pain, that the endlefs diffipation, aiid 
enervating luxury, of the times, have 
produced a languor of underftanding, a 
iceblenels of affedion, and flatnefs of fpi- 
rit, which difiiife a mortifying infipidity 
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over the. intercourfe of the iexes : thcji 
meet without attraftion ; they ■ cpnvcrfo 
without delight; and they part without, 
concern. I defcribe the common proccfe. 
Men . and . women of enlightened under-, 
landing, and polite behaviour, are in all 
countries and ages -as like one another, as, 
they are different from the vulgar of 
whatever rank. 

That the company of filly women muft 
neccffarily increafe, amongft youth, the 
evil we complain of, that the company of 
artful women is always dangerous and 
often fatal, and that affociation with thofc 
females whofe intelledtt and principles 
corrcfpond not with their exterior allure- 
ments, has a tendency to effeminate and 
to corrupt, it were idle to deny, it were 
hurtful to conceal. We would carefully 
guard you on all thefe quarters ; and were 
fuch perfons only to be met with, it would 
be our duty, inftead of recommending, to 
warn you againft intimacy with the fex. 
But do not, my brothers, do not believe 
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HioCe wanton buffoons, or thoie worthlel$ 
fatirids, who would labour, from what- 
ever motive, to kflen yovr efteem for the 
lovcUeft part of God's workmanihip, by 
confounding, in dieir indifcriminate, and 
therefore cruel, cenfures, the handmaids 
of Wifflom with the handmaids of Folly. 



PAR T II. 



JOHN, XI. s- 

KOW JESUS LOVE9 MAKTHA, AND HER 



IT is worthy of remark, that tho moft 
Divine , Inftru£tor erer knoffit^ upoa 
^ar^, fcrupled nqt to. commend, .in tho 
ilrongeft terms, and on.thegraveft occa* 
fions, the upri^t wA the penitent amongft 
his ff;p»le 9s well ; as . amte' attendants. 
The Son pf Qod, my hrethren, deemed it 
not beneath his own dignity > or unbcfeent- 
ipg the profefHon of a religious teacher 
ifk ^encrali to d^Cf^end ^to common life, 
F 
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and addreTs all charadlers and clafles, 
dirough whatever divcrfity of cifcum-r 
fiances or manners, with a minuteneis 
and a freedom, whjch could indeed offend 
none, but the aialignaal^ the illiberal, or 
the prejudiced. Nor was He at a lofs 
to difcover, any more than flow to approve 
in the klndefl: Ayle, laudable and excellent 
difpofitions in numbers of the other fex. 
I go farther, and fay, that this fex, fo 
'much deprefHat?ii ipi ibcCt days, he was 
pleafed to honour vnth a parUcuIar fliare 
of His attention and zeal. 

His approbation, it is true^ wa$ always 
i^latedb^ttjuAidi^RlftioiK afiohar»Et4ri;' 
man^pdid he fitit to tvpMbcnS, whcfie it 
htmme ooccfiary, • kib ^Httefi a^h^Knts, 6t? 
hiS'deatbft friends. - Thtt-ftme-v^iee, th^tet* 
febmied. ihe-wii^om ^Mbrjti tfipro}^^ the 
aexie^c-ojS Mavtlta. - OurSainoar wM-v/dt 
anv^BEe, .tbat.s^fdaufii ^uid admonitioh «-« 
equallji: the kmgua^^ 0^ frieridA^, as- oe- 
ca&aa is giv^ for eithen He qevfif vefi^ 
hackwiudt to-be^ow ^M whonmen^^ 
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ahat6 bcftow it openly, fbhfely, aAeaioo- 
ately ; as, oh the other hanci, his regard ibf 
thbie tliat loved him was tdb enli^tened, 
ahd too pure, to pfcrmit his with-holdittg 
khe laft, when any part 6£ their behaviour 
rendered it t-equifite. Yes, my fellow 
chfiftians, out Maftcr was alike fupcrior td 
that littlenefs of foul which commends 
rcluflantiy, with cold referve, or political 
caution, and to that fervility or cowardice 
which remains filent when virtue antj 
faithfulnefs cill to fpeakout. 

After filch an example, fhall arty Minl- 
fter of feligion, o/Chrift's Religion, be 
afraid ot afliamcd to exprels, in' the rflort 
public manner, his refpeft for the more 
^eferying of the female fex; ttttnceurage 
by applauding their virtues, or, by admo- 
aifhing them, to correft their faults ; to 
(Jntej into the detail of hu'min condaa in: 
(jwaking to human beings, ot to draw with- 
out dil^ife the picture of a diftipsted and 
debauched age, whofe reformation it is hjs 
duty to promote by all poffible (uekos, sc 

F 2 
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whatever hazard of ridicule from the fatidi- 
cal, of cenfuse from the contracted, or of 
calumny and abuie from the falie and the 
malevolent ? Againft the miferable, but 
unwearied, efforts of fuch minds, the pro- 
per armour is a good confcience, joined 
for the moft part with a calm contempt. 

As for ourfelves, indeed, we do not think 
it requires much fortitude to confefs our 
having felt an early predileftion for Good 
and Amiable Women. It proceeded from 
an early obfervation of the modefty which 
always adorns their deportment, . of the 
elegance and vivacity which often diftin- 
gui(h their converiation, and of that de- 
lightful intereft which the tender affeilions, 
and attraiftive manners, found among the 
moft valuable of the fex, are peculiarly 
adapted to create in hearts of the leaft ' 
feeling. Nor has our opinion in their 
favour, or our attachment to their fociety, 
been leiTened, by longer experience, in any 
greater proportion than there is reafon to 
apprehend the pleafing fenfibilities, and 



[ 37 } 

flattering ideas* of youth on mofl: other 
fubje£ts, will naturally be lowered in the 
progrefs of life, , 

I{ is certain, that all advantages are not 
to be Iccured together. If fuperior dc? 
grces of inward tranquillity and felf-poilef- 
£on arc gained* when inclination and fancy 
beccune more cool* the objeds of the latta- 
will feldomxappear fo captivating to the 
foul as they were wont. Though their 
intrinlic merit may not be at all abated, 
they will fcarcely ftrike the intelledual eye 
with the fame lively luftre. 

It muft alfo be acknowledged, that, as 
we advance through the world, wider views, 
more opportunities, and maturer judge- 
ments, with a variety of unexpedled events 
and unimagiped circumftances, often pain- 
ful, fometimes deplorable, lead to mor- 
tifying difcoveries concerning a num- 
ber of characters in both fexes ; neither 
can it be thought wonderful, if in the 
preient condition of our nature we ihould 
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not find Very many* who art capable of 
bearing a dofc acquaintance or ftyerc in- 
^edtion. 

When awakened from oiii' ybuthfut 
^ams of unbounded confidence, and of 
admiration flaming to enthullafin, what 
remains for us, but to be more moderate 
in our cxpe^tions, more reafonabie in 
our regards, and to cultivate that fpirit of 
mutual forbearance which is fo becoming 
in imperfeft beings, fo nccciTary to our 
peace, and Co noble a branch of chriftian 
virtue ? But how feldom are thefc maxims 
obferved ! 

Offended by frequent difappointment 
in perfons as well as things, men are pronp 
to conceive difguft at thofe about them> 
inftcad of laying the blame on their own 
ido fanguine hopes ; and in the impatience 
of difapprobation, occalioned by particular 
inftances of vice or folly, to exchange their 
former partiality for a lefs^ happy extreme, 
fhat of general ftifpicion and unlimited 
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iatire. la fbc meai; tinw tk^ forget tft 
f:enlider, thac others are detedtng frailtie* 
;i04 fiuUfigs itk thcraic)yes, which, Unldii 
they meet vvith kinder aUowance than they 
often make where their nefghhours aro 
ponccmed, muft excite iimilar difaffe^on, 
aid hegefr an ' afp(^ri^ of reproatSi wl^ 
Jtey Me iU aWe to f«4)port. 

MQUcftful, alas!- -w^tiM he &e fitoatio^ 
df aiorttbts, vcre ctea the beft of them t» 
be tcifid' bj the ffti£t rules '<f unerri^ 
reiSitude ; were oo aHo wance to bs madd foe 
pmftvAoo6 ta^ imbpdUtkfi, Spota wUck' 
it-d(K8 aat a^ieaar daat huooaa reitBlutiaii^ 
pr human vigtiaaco^ ha^ eveir je% jirored 
an UDtveriai: prefervatire. But are none 
of ypi^ Gebtleiaea, Hoofed to cxaEb from 
the other Ga a degree o£perfe6iQa^ -which 
yat\ hold]ipiir&Ives bxcufed &ani attBioft- 
inj ? I fitar it hi hiifi tocr coaasneoa for 
tBai^ in. the prida of tkeu heaits,. to pta-f 
nduDce womicn tJhe.Weakei Vd^ notin 
the furouMbla fonib of St. Pauh But pride 
i^ aKraysi accompaniedwitii irijwfficc-: &x. 



t 40 } 
*t the iame moment that they pique them- 
ielvcs oq their own fupcriority," they de- 
mand from this weaker veflel a ftrength, 
tif which they judge it unneccffary to.fet 
theeirample, 

■ That- Providence defigned women for 2 
iUte of dependance, and confcqueRtly of 
fubmiflion, I cannot doubt, when I con- 
fider thdr tlmidiiy of temper, ^thrir ten- 
4(!nie&'%)f make, die many comforts ami 
^ven : neceiSaries of life which they are 
nntiUe to procure withont- our aid, their 
evident ^vant , of. our protedion upon a 
thouisDd -occafions, their inceHant ftudy, 
ar.eTB|y"age;' ia 'Wcry >ftitc».' by 'every 
Bieans, to engage oar attention, and ii>^ 
fiire. oia' cegani^ Sut if this be true, is 
it noble jnns,*^^ is it generoiis, is'it lasanly, ' 
to- look, tipon them widi a fu^ieroilibtisey^, 
e)r,.becaiife they are in our power,' to" 
cKul^ in their dehility ? If to raifa a faUen : 
enemy ^' the part of a hero, what is it: 
to triumph over a confiding fridid, to in- 
fult thofewho thmw tl^cmfclves^o our 



patronage. Of to return the coldnefs of 
ncgleft, where there are fo many claims 
to compaflion^ obfervancc, and affection ? 

Did J find the fofter fex abufed onlj 
"by the coarfeft and loweft of ours, by men 
who approa:ch to brutes or to barbarians, it 
^ere lefs aftonifbing. But what am I to 
think, when I frequently find men of edu- 
cation and politenefs, elegant fcholars, and 
plcafing companions, — when I find theni 
too departing at once from the gentlcnefs 
and elevation of humanity^ and difgracin^ 
their accompliflimcnts, by wantonly in- 
volving even the bell women In their un- 
bounded fatire againft the female race, 
apd, ias far as in tliem lies, facrificing to 
wit and merriment the reputation of de- 
fencelefs creatures, who are liot prefent 
to vindicate themfelves, and have not 
"power to punilh their traducers? But 
the truth is, he who has not happened 
to witnefs fuch cafes, will hardly believe 
vh^ cruelties of this kind are often com* 
G 



mitted by thofc ^hp ioiA^npt prieciplc to 
cultivation. 

It is ibmewhat remarkable, that the 
^reateil lampooners of the won^en have 
been often their greateft dupes., . i)if- 
fatisfied with gratifications Fbich. thei;* 
reafon never could approve, they are wiU- 
ing to fliift off the reproach pa the. part- 
ners of their folly, and take revenge pn 
others for confequcnces which they Ihqi^d 
charge upon themfclves. ** The .wornaa 
" whom tkqu gaycft to be witK me," 
faid ^e ^rft man, " fhe gave me of tlw 
** tree, and I did eat." UjnhaDpy Adam I 
w^erc -was thy fairnefs, whei;e r¥^s . thy 
'decency, in calling the loW . ,Qf bl^e» 
Mrtly on thy compaofop, and partly pn thy 
Creator J on that companion wtprij.h^ 
£ave to thy guardia^il^ip an.d,diLr&i^iopj 
on that Creator, f ropi ,w^9,icn ^ou badft 
but a little while before rcceired &« vUh 
^ratitu4c aiid trapfport ? 
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■ 'Tb%^\i^;mckiii by this; to excuft rtie firft 
wonibn; or, by aoghf vre haVe M^ or may 
iayrtb'flifttr shy cxf Her daughters ? We 
do riot', ill?' Tahguajge tliat would juftify 
trahij;kflioiii the" pi'aife' that 'inflead of 
cKcriffiirig niiritVbillB fbfter ccfrtfceit, tht 
incerile tK'al'i^ oflferid tb teauty or yTJuth; ■ 
to external advallto^ Of ftipcrficia!' accqtiife- 
mcnt's, inftead of bfeing kept fkcred to tHe^ 
IJivihIty" of VirtUfe,^ We deleft md' defpift^ 
At' tlie^ feme' thrift' we have no conception' 
that' the" nafuiral, edy, and reafonable cx- 
prellidris of wefl-deftrved and well-diraftcd' 
apprb^afibri cah ev^'be incompatible with* 
prudchccior witfi piCtyj orjflctthatconipaf- 
fion *'for tJie'wcaK, and for them thatarft 
«*'oiit'6ftKc'wuy;"daitb6juftlycondeinnea 
"^ydie fti-TCteftcafiiii&y., Wc ^peal' from 
unlfeeling^ bigots^ ^nd favagc detraftorsrj 
'to the Divmc PfeifeAtlWopift in our text: 
V^owjefus lovedlViartha. and her Sifter." 
'And' eltewhere W6' leafn, that as he 
juffified'- arid comriie'ftded the Sifter in the 
moff explicit manner for her fixed- and 
fiumbifc attention to- his inftrufitions, ft, 
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w^es he Uatned the too anxious^ 
though not Indevout Martha, he per- 
. formed that lefs plcafiag; taik with a meeki-^ 
ncfs worthy of himfelf. Is there not fome'- 
thing peculiarly mUd» a certain fwcetncfs 
■A .eproof,. in the very repetition of her 
name? ** Martha^ Martha, thou art caie-. 
*' ful and troubled about many things."- — 
I think I behold this good creature covered 
with amiable confuiion,,4t a rebuke, from 
her Mafter and her Friend, thus tenderly 
conveyed. Her exceffivc hurry and fpIL- 
eitude, in preparing for the entertainment 
of her guells, not only produced fome 
ivannth and difcontent oil the fubjefi of 
her excellent Sifter, "but" threw hec into a 
reftlefs agitation of fpirit, refembling the 
ftateofa periba in a tuinultuous crowd, 
where fo many are prefling upon him, 
that he can fcarcely ftand his ground ; for 
this, it has been bbferved, the original word 
.ieems to import : and by the fame meaofr 
fhe loll an important opportunity of reli- 
gious improvement. How often does tht 
foul fu&r by the intruiion of little careU 
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It is plain however, tKat lipn^ft Mattlw^ ^ 
as wen as happy, Ma^,"was, nQtwithftand- 
ing a. cbn'S3crablc 3lva^ty, of." diipoEfiooi 
fincerely pious and attached.' ' 



A n-oper^fity toDevotiogi and aWarnjA 
of AflFcffion, have in all ages, if Imiftktfi 
not, b?en found men: frequently amwig 
Womeh." Witnefs the Ipirltual' affcmi)lie^" 
the domeftic intercourtcs,''the'hiftoiy aiS* 
poetry of different nations, whether ancient' 
or modern. Have riot women been coiil- 
iponly remarked to conmtute much iK4 
greater number of ' w^^pperi ? ' Have 
not women beeh tiften particularly writ-' 
nent for filial and parental duty ? £Jo not 
the records of humaii actions throtJgit 
fucccflive periods, and thqfe rcprefeiita- 
tions of human charaQei^ which have been' 
founded on them by the tragic and «iw 
epic Mufe,— do not they abound with ex- 
amples of tranfcendent piety and generofity 
in the female fex, of extraordinary (acrj- 
fices made by women, I fay by Women, 
to riic interefts of Heaven, to the catrfe of 
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'traiht to the happincfs of their ^oimtry, 
to virtuous love, t<> honcift'' faftrie, to the 
^eft and oob'Icft^feelings of the Heart ?' 

To flyle fuch piety Superftition*. and 
(ucKgenerofity Romance, U indted cu- 
iiomary with' thoie who eftecm it firiart- 
liefs to turn into ndicule whatever is nioft" 
xe%e£table or facreil. The Athenian Sage 
faitnfejf was held up as an obje^ of laugh- 
ter : but did he defervc it ? Even^ the' 
world's Deliverer was in. contempt called 
** The friend of publicans and Hnn^ :" 
but is he the lefs entitled to our love or' 
vcneradon t \yiKrever I difcern the image 
<^ his gentle' and elevated virtues, fhall I 
forbear to admire it^ becaufe it is miftaken 
by the prejudiced, or di(honoured by the 
prophane? 

That many women have been fuperfti- 
tious, and many romantic, even to difliac- 
tion, we re»lily acknowledge, though 
we do not think that examples of either 
remarkably abound in the prefent age. 
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But ^whcre j^s 4he wo;i^^ if particular 
minds, jiyeak by nature, or enfeebled by 
difeafe, or deprcfled ^by misfortune, oi^' 
{hould none of tbeie be the caufe, contraAed 
by a narrow fducation, ami^ed. Jjiy- th^ 
difmal representations of fome well-mean- 
ing preachers and wfritcrs, or " ledcajv^ 
" tive by the fleigl;it ^of men who li9 
•* in.wait to .deceive," aijd^toke advantage 
of tender fpirits and apprehenfiye im^inar, 
tions ;— where, I l5Ly,(is the wonder, iffucli 
minds become .a prey . to religious tcrrM 
and defpondence ; or if. thofe amqng^ t}iepi» 
who. escape fo dreadful a fituatjon, yet 1q£» 
the enjpjtmentpf.life, Jjy.milUking glo^ni 
for piety ? Have we not feen meoas wel| 
as womc-n often labouring under the famf 
miibke, and fometimes driven, to deipajr 
and madnefs from the fame caufes ? 

I would likewife.aik. Can it .excite, fur* 
prife, if pal^ons con^tuti^nally ardent, 
unrcftraincd by authorityj. unenlightened 
by inftruftiop, encouraged by habitua] 
idlencfs and fafhioiuble amufemcnts, in- 
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flamed and inftigated by flat terers, coqi^ 
panions, books, occafions, of tlie moft 
&ngerous kind, are frequently carKed to 
an exccis dcftruiftrve of all fober thought 
end internal fercnity, even when reputation' 
and decoriinj are prefervcd? Inftead of 
firinking it ffirangc, that this fliould occur 
lb' ofteii amidft Tu?h a combiiiatibn of 
{tares, I cannot for my part ' but admire 
ijiat it is not yet more common. The 
Iwarms of foQlifli and of worthlefs novels, 
Jnceflantly fpawned hy dull and by diiTo- 
hite fcribblers, and with unwearied induftry 
ffiflcminated from pur Circulating' Libra- 
ries, were alone fafficient to fwallow up, 
amongft the yoiing and gay, all fobcr re- 
j^cdiop, cveiy rational ftudy, with every 
virtuous principle; and (o introduce in their 
room inipure ideas, extravagaht defires, and 
notions of happincfs alike fantaftic and fajfe. 
By the influence of thofe prod"ut5tions on 
iinguardcd readers the whole lyftem of life 
fcctns, converted into romance j and nothing 
IS regarded as worth a thought,, which does 
not proniife to gratffy inclination, to chcrilH 
vanity, or to lead that wild and reftlefs ad* 
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venturer. Juvenile Fancy, through a fairy 
land of aftoniihinent arid rapture. 

Of the haplefs creatures that have lofl 
their charafter, how imallis the proportion 
• to the whole fex ! But while thofe 
wretched wanderers iirike the eye of ob- 
fervation by the peculiar infelicity of their 
cafe, the numbcrlcfs women who never 
deviated arc overlooked and forgotten i juft 
as a few ftrayed flieep engage the attention 
of the traveller, who ftops not to contem- 
plate the large flock from wHich they are 
parted. 

When I confider tJie younger part of 
the female world as now placed in a ilate 
<)f fociety, where pleafure and fliow, With 
the wealth that procures them, are become 
the chief, almoft the only objefts j where 
thofe bettpr fentimcnts that fliould coun- 
terwork, their operation are derided by the 
profligate, and neglcdled by the thought- 
Ic&j where, celibacy is in fafhion amongft 
msn of all ranks, aod Ubertiniim amongft 

n 
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women of the bigheftj it appears to 
me, that the irreproachable behaviouf 
Aill found in fuch numbers, under fuch 
circumftances, difcovers a force of refo- 
lutiDn, and a feeling of decency, which 
deferve no common praife. In this view, 
furely, it becomes the generality of our 
fcx to bow with relpeft before the fuperior 
prcfence pf female propriety and forti- 
tude. ' 

In relation to women of a different clafs, 
give me leave to afk, Who are ufually the 
authors of their ruin and infamy ? Who, 
but the very wretches that fufpeft and 
upbraid the fex on their account ? Match- 
lefs effrontery ! Not fatisfied with carting 
the firft ftone at the poor offenders, whom 
they themfelves have contributed to miflead, 
they prefume to glance it on the innocent 
by-rtanders ! And by what means are 
thqfe uijhappy beings I fpeak of moft fre- 
quently un(^ope F By what other> than an 
artful and unwearied application to their 
(lefire of pleafing the men t A defire which, 
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like the other iund afSsdlions Implanted by 

Nature, would underjuil regulation produce 
the bell effects, and which that female, who 
ihould profefs herfelf not to feel, would de- 
fervedly incur the fuipicion of falihood or. 
ignorance, afiedtation or infeniibility. Un^ 
principled as are the majority of our lex, and 
unguarded as are too many even amongH 
the virtuous of the other, it is indeed often 
unfortuflate when this defire proves very, 
ftrongi 

iPar be it from me, to defend the caiife 
of thofe women, who have forfeited that 
virtue, without which they are loft to fo- 
ciety, to charafter, to happinefs. But with 
regard to the greater part of them, is it not 
fome mitigation of their guilt, and Ihould 
it not obtain fome companion for their 
frailty, that their natural folicitudc to 
engage the attention and tendernels of the 
men has been turned into a handle for their 
deftruftion? Their fond imaginations have 
been fet on fire by obftquioufnefs, and 
courtlhip, and adulation, aod promises, 
and proteftations, apd prefcnts, and vows, 
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without end. And all the while, perhaps, 
Aey have been without a parent to pro- 
ttft, or a friend to warn them. Oftholti 
who have parents, and friends as they arc 
ndled, how few arc the happier for that 
drcumflancc ! how many are much the 
more to be pitied ! thofe very pcrfons, 
God knows, being frequently fo worthlefs, 
as to encourage, if not to inftruft them in- 
vice-'aiid imipiety. 

That women, who have gone aftray, 
ftiouM fometimes ron to exceflcs, beyond 
the ordinary limits of male tranfgreffion, 
(rtay^ perhaps be accounted for from the, 
Tivacity peculiar to the fex j from a wifli 
. to efcape, by the violence and rapidity of 
their career, that refledlion which men 
hare man^ more ways of eluding -, and,- 
ttiay we not add, from that paflioo for 
attraSitog notice-" 1^ (bme means or other; . 
which,- after burftfng the bounds of d^ity 
and deeerorai' hopes to elFefl its pur- 
pofe hj fingulftfity m wicfcednefe, and aa* 
da*ity of mahnerB ^ Is it not alfopdnblc. 
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r fytakit trlth'tautiiw, that fcnldttce, 
ffcr intwt on e^draAit^ gpod f«>m «wlk 
<my, by gwing "■ *hcm orer *} « ispm- 
^ bate misd,!' p(iiin«:racb jlagnM «i<i&> 
ccacy, iiienler.fo itetsr the >nnad<nt inra 
* path which, on« sntereil, nught hm 
tlaemoa to th$ Uft exCrefoe of itpakuisn i 

Much is &ifl »toBt Vanity in WomoDi 
Asdare yon Ibrs, my young m*). that 
thofe vibo fty i* are: always tfaengMyet 
Mtaarkahie for n»«lefl;y ? Hws yp»» nrsW 
h«ar4 At^h peniura#^-Qfnf^p«0iHl.ffi^b|#fii 
a race of creaturea i^ to b^ ;fcrp^l«i la 
conceit by.tte SJficft. girl tl»itjey«r i^wi 
fr9(p.#f)iQli(hbo(ir<Jii)g..ftho9i? TEht H'. 
lufioKB ef fclf-li};^ «^ «ft*i awreiy fcb* 
j»4ls ff ridicule:, but wb«n hunkso teiogs 
confidently reproach the charadecs of. 
others with thofc very follies which are 
confpicuous ifi their own, aAd .^itih, let 
UbeoKerved, they are bourlyldioiKing 
by their eiaatjijc, csaaecfation, and 
eacoum^enKBt, tp propagates we then . 
bule, pity, defpiie, mi «<)ndeino,at once. 
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.' To whatever cauic the difierence U 
«wiDg» good-nature will forgive a female^ 
who appears to be fond of her perfonor 
dtefsr much more readily than a man whet 
betrays the fame weakness. Perhaps, in-* 
^d, this indulgence to the other (ex is 
at the bottom a compliment to our own i 
|ierhaps» Gentlemen, we are willing, on 
iuch. occaJiQns, to make more allowia&ce 
for the imbecility of thofe who were formed 
to delight us, not lb much by an emula-> 
tion of intelleiflsi as by external graces 
ftod decorations, united with the fofter 
virtues c^ the heart, and the fprightUef 
charms of the fancy. Neither does It re- 
quire any extraordinary- candour to re^e&t 
that female education is too often dire(fUy 
calculated to feed and flatter femalt 
.vanity. 

Is it not well known, that moft girls ait 

from their childhood told every day of 

beauty, and ornament, and the pains to be 

. taken about both ? Do they not mani-^ 

fcftly difcovcr, in moft . of the women witfc 
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Whom they converfe, a perpetnal arixictf 
on thofe articles ; and in many of the meii» 
a perpetual pronenefs to admire and extol 
the fcx, cxaftly in proportion to their out- 
ward attraftions ? Are not their very play- 
things fo decked out, as often to infpire 
the love of fhow and cmbelUihmeot, along 
with their earlieft, and even their befl: 
imprei!non$; thofe, I mean, that are con- 
ne£led with kind affeftion and tender care? 
And Tijfhen they grow up to parfekc in the 
pleafures of company, to attend on public 
diverfions, and to engage in faQjionabIc 
reading, what do th^ generally find in 
all thde, but eternal marks of attention 
to appearance and fplendor ? They can- 
not even walk the ftreets of a country 
town, without having their eyes caught 
by the exhibition of gaiety and finery ia 
almoft every window. As for the metro- 
polis, what is it elfe but the general mart 
of all that can propagate admiration of an 
outfide, or, if you will, one intire and 
enormous fcene of enchantment, where 
F^fhioUf Opulence, and Oibntatioo, aro 



iaceBstndj pra^ifing ^mr whcheraft? 
From chdncc tbe i;acantation - i^' every 
where diffiifed ; snd hardly iuiy where 
«7E foimd pareDt$> or esacheri, pofTcncd of 
talents and principled prtper to oppofe its 
mfiueasd. In 'reality, how few mothers 
or miil'Mfles at ptaknt are cither qu:dliied» 
ttc &licitous» ta farm in the yonth of &eir 
tsxt a ta&ft Site tbe decent and the limple* 
asd at. the Guut time the c^gaht and the 
gracofut, fin k)Qd£S', in aGtire> in air, in; 6e'- 
raoaoour; aid to ' imprint upon them a, 
cahvi^ifiai that adl exterior recommm-> 
dfttioAS n^ould eftr be regartkd a; ft^or^ 
diaase ft> ** t&e emament £f a meafc. aikd 
** qaiet fpirit," of an ioipovod andpoQS 
mind ! When thefc things are confidered* 
can^ou- ^render^ if many tromen. appear 
faoiaftiCf frivolbue, vain ? 

• ^td* all, we pretend not to deny, fba« 
the love of drefs; and an hsbitna) Saxdyi 
of pcf fonal actradiorrs, are 'clofcly ' intcr- 
wovcfl with die female charaftec Thai 
they, are ib,. ftems evident from thpbifiory 
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c^ all nations and ages, whether poUfhed 
or barbarous. And from this very cir- 
cumftance we conclude, that they are ori- 
ginally prompted by Nature. Nor have 
wc any doubt that, under right dlredioa 
and within due bounds, they arc adapted 
toaniwer important purpoics in fociety, 
by .contributing to ragage the notice 
and regard of men; by employing the . 
powers of induAry, . of iqiagination, 
and of taftc; by foftening the cares, 
and enlivening the toils, appointed for 
the tender fex; and by fupplying many 
amulements fuited to the Aate of humanity 
at large, as a fceoe of labour, frailty, and ' 
Aifiering. , 

Like other tendencies, indeed, ihey may 
now and then give way to fuch as chance 
to be ftronger. Difgiift at the worId» 
auftere fyftems of religious mortiiicatian, 
vehement purfuits of different kinds, and 
fometimes perhaps a high flrain of phir* 
lofophic refinement, may render a few 
females much lefs felicitous about the 
I 
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-decent arts of decoration, and the hotieft 
allurement of a pleating. appearance. But 
are they» on that account, entitled to much 
more efteem ? Thofe men who think, na- 
turally, will fcarce allow it. In thecMn-. 
pany of young women, we are by oo 
means angry if they Ihould take foooc 
paina to recommend themfelves Jby ah 
agfceable outfide. 

I faid» Some pains : for, if. their en- 
deavours this way are too ftrong, too 
anxious, or too apparent; if they arc, at 
gEcat expcnce of time* or money, or atteor 
tion, in what relates to their exterior j if 
ornaments of a higher order, and the mon; 
valuable concerns of life, arc neglected 
for it, or b\it .flightly regarded i they will 
probably mifs their aim with the more 
difcerning part of our fex. The . cpquet, 
the flutterer, the fine lady, may fometimcs 
indeed divert them for an hour, . but will 
hardly excite fincere or permanent coiji- 
placcncc, the refpeiH: and attachment of the 
foul. 
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- But do not fcnfible, do not eftimable 
women too frequently betray a paflion for 
*hc mode, and an ambition of being ad- 
mired, on the fcore of external qualities, 
which we only excufe in the fools of the 
fexi or in girls of fifteen? It cannot be ' 
diflembled: it is much to be regretted. 
What.pity but thofe women could be pcr- 
fuaded to cultivate a more lively fcnfe of 
religion, and a nobler fpirit of liberality ! 
They would then rife above fuch wcaknefs : 
they would then esperiencc an elevation 
afid a joy of the heft kind, in facrificing 
the folly and parade of life to intellefluaV 
purfuits, and charitable deeds: and let me 
tell them, they would then ftand feveral 
degrees higher in the opinion of the wor- 
thier men. How often they now futfer 
in that opinion, they feem not to be duly 
aware. ■ 

There arc not perhaps upon earth many 
objedts ; of more dignity or attraction than 
,that female, who, though endowe'd with 
heauty, and ikilful in drcfs, yet diicovcrs ' 
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netbing conceited on either fcore* no con-* 
fcious attention to hcrfelf when taken no- 
tice of for eitherj but, while flje is too 
fincere to difavow any advjintage. ftjp hat- 
received from Nature or education,. bebavm 
with conjpofurc, eafe, and courtcly, nor 
ever forgets, that fuch qualities, with vir* 
tue and piety, knowledge and fen^, arc 
slooe of iblid value. . , 

But peradventore it will be aiked. Da 
not n^y women betray upon . ottier. 
points an intoxication of Vanity, which: 
no candour will be able to pardon ?' 
Are there not many, fpr exsimplc, pof- 
feflcd with a notion, that almoft eve^ 
man is in love with them, who ieems 
pjeafed with their fentiments, or flattered 
By their fmiles, or difpoled to fay obli^g 
things in their company, or perhaps ta do 
good-natured ones without a iingle pro- 
£:iHon of regard i It it ihamefully true. 
Indelicate apd defpicable creatures ! Wa 
bluih en your account; nor will We 
4i|iFer the leail apolo^ for fy cj(trzv3^m\ 
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a conceit/ (ot s deludoa S> rery gro&. 
Hadyottcithn- prudence, or penetration, 
or becoming madcfty, you would beware 
(^ cOnlltuing into a fertous paffion even 
a tboufaftd compUmental ijiecdies, or yet a 
thouland warm proteftations of I know not 
\^hat efteem, attachment, and zeal, or in- 
deed any polTibleafliduittes, or appearances 
rf tendera^s, where the matter goes no 
farther; and would rely ultimately on na 
evidence of fettled alTet^on, but an expli- 
cit declaradon, and a direA addrefs. Not 
that I would utter, God fbfbid I (hoold, 
a word^ excufe for thofe of our ibc, that 
h'alHtuaUy or deliberately indulge them- 
^vts in a- behaviour, wluch they cannot 
b% loAgf igiftorant is too apt to be danger- 
oafly otillaken by yoiing women . Gracious 
Heaven, '^at any one fhtiuld thus playr 
WiA lliej>eace and haf^inefs pf the very 
perfons; whom manhood and genero^ty 
ought to proted ! Little will it avail to 
plead, that you had no intention, when 
(he miichief Is done, when ia fond un-< 
guarded heart' is inveigled, when ? foun-» 
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tain «f bittcriie^s^ thztH[isy ofivtrxtzk to 
flow, is opened in^a brea^, perh&ps in, njore. 
than one breaft, whpic chief, or itnlay. 
I^whofe, only, fault was believing you. fO; 
be in earneil. Learn, ye credu}qu3 fair!, 
oh learn to trail your heart wit^.noman, 
whodoes not tell you plainly thath«:h^S7 
given you his, with a reiblDtion vt(j;giyfo 
ypa his hand too, as foon »s his Htuatip^^ 
il»aU,perinit» 



, Withrefpea: tothpfe felfi{h.anfl/<lrW?id 
females, who catch with eagernefs at the 
leafl: femblance of regard on jljepart of 
fpme male acquaintance, as a pretext . for^ . 
claiming the matrimonial connexion,, wo. : 
cannot help faying, that we aWior aJikt. 
tj^^if meannefs and their impud^i^ejr.tha( , 
they trefpafs on all the rul(* fif decent ' 
r^erve, and maiden dignity; and-tl^at tlfiey 
often reprefs, in the minds of diicreet me^ . 
'w^o know them, many pleafing prppen-r 
fitics towards better women, left thefe ajfo 
fliould befound mercenary apd bale. 
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• - If ftwiihtopoflefsthchcMt of foiftewor- 
; thy. m^, co-operating with the partialitjjr 
whU:h moft pwfoiis have for thenifelve9> 
ihall induce a woman to conclude top h^- 
. fiily> that fuch a num is attached to ho*; it 
. will be decent at leaft to conceal a perfua- 
Hon, which women of prudence and deU- 
. cacy will ever be flow to entertain. To 
entertain it raflily, we have feen, is alwajfs 
wrong, and frequently pernicious. We 
now fubjoini that to declare it bluntly is 
both unwife and contemptible. ; But then 
we ihould remember, that the &mc belub- 
viour is chargeable on many men. I am 
partict^^ly concerned for women offen- 
timent, when I coi^der : how often their 
good-breeding is put to the trial in the 
prefence of coxcombs, v^iom their good 
ienfe cannot but defpifej left common 
civility ihould, with fueh prefumptuous 
fools, pafs for fondnefs. Surely, Gentle- 
men, one of the laft things a man of fenfe 
and modefty will fufpe£t Is, that a wooum 
is enanjoured of him. - , 



\ 
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8uch fuipicions indeed properly belong 
to fribbles, witlings, and libertines. With 
what triumph have we heard them repeat, in 
the words of the poet, that " Every woman 
** is at heart a Rake!" In this uncha- 
ritable fyftem they think themfelves fuf- 
iiciently fupported, by the conduft of thofc 
females who have, from a ftate of fobriety, 
whether real or affc^ed, fallen into 
known and fcandalous deviations j ta if 
there were in truth no more virtue among 
the reft, how dextroufly foever they may 
fave appearances. 

That the fex in general are Artful, the 
men I fpeak of have been at much pains 
to propagate; and this opinion has, I know 
not how, gained ground amongft numbers 
from whom we might cxpeift more fair- 
nefs and impartiality. That women of 
little worth, and low capacity, are often 
cunning; and that individuals, pofTeiTed of 
better talents, often degrade and pervert 
them to the concealed purfuit of power, of 
lucre, or of mifchicf, we arc far from dc- 




I 
I 
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nying. Nor is it to be difguired, that too 
many women of elegance and fenfe have, 
fubmitted to a piece of. deceit, on which 
the yeiy beft friends of the feac muft ever, 
refiedtwith grief and amazement; .1 mean. 
Sirs, that of vowing at the altar of God 
unceafing love and honour to men, for 
whom it is not poflible. that fenfe or ele- 
gance fhould entertain: either lincere .affec-, 
tion or cfteem.; ,to m^n fo flagrantly pro- 
fligate, fo palpably infignificant, or fo 
exceedingly difagreeable, that all .^ the . . 
world muil be convinced fuch facrifices . 
of underftanding, taflre, , ingenuity, and 
the pleafures connected ,with the heart, 
could, only be made to the demon of 
Coycjoufiiefs, the, idol of Rank, or the 
paflipn, for Splendor. When they are 
incited hy indigence or the dread of it, 
in ppripns flpecially who vvere well born 
and delicately bred, it is a piteous cafe, 
an4 will be confidered accordingly at the. 
bar. of . Humanity. The motives, on 
which fo . ipaufpicious _a connexion was 
formed, will be forgiven at that bar to 

k ' 
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women - under thofe circumftances, who 
afterwards perform th«r duty as well as 
they are able. But what excufe or mi-> 
ligation iliall be found, where there was 
no actual diilrefs, no painful dependance i 
where perhaps, on the contrary, there 
was an ealy, or even an affluent fortune ? 
If fuch legal proflitution is ufually pro** 
du^ve of lafttng remorie and raifery, is 
the refult wonderful, or the punifluneofi 
unjuft ? 

Speaking in general, it appears to me> 
that if fuperior. artifice implies fuperior 
praife^ the latter k furly due to Men. 
Their plots and Aratagems are lud much 
deeper, and executed with much mor» 
boldnefs, fegularity^ and vigour > as they 
commonly turn iipon ©bjefts of greater 
confequence, and are often prompted by 
a keener rancour, or a more ardent impe- 
tuofity. To pdnifh negleft^ t& blaft a 
rival, to take revenge on infidelity in a 
lover or a hutband^ has indeed not feldom 
pnployed, and with terrible cffisacy, thfc 
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Vt of a dirappointed. jealous, and vindi^ive 
wonun. But the (chemes of thofe females 
that are fpa^ of fcheming from littlenefs. 
of foul, or a notion of being wondroua 
cunning, refer for the moll part to— what ? 
Why, truly, to the obtaining of fomc 
£nall jKcuoiaxy advantage, or petty orna- 
BtCDtft Of new piece of drels, or favourite 
amuferaent, or additional importance ; to- 
kflen the figure* lower the reputation, or 
obftrud: the fuccefs, of any particular per- 
fon or perfons of their own fex, whom they 
behold with an invidious eye, or in fine 
to impoie on! the men for their own pur- 
poles. £tut where die men are not very &n- 
ple, or VDry fond* or intoxicated by youth- 
ful paflionc, ^ey will commonly with- 
out much difficulty fee through the cob- 
webs that are ^read to catch them. And 
as to the other childlih tricks daily 
played by fuch women, furely a good- 
oatored man will view them with a mix- 
tUJR of mirth, pity, and indiifer«Ke, r^- 
|)>er th^.^yith ^farin indignatioq. 
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' Mean while, what fliall we think of 
the craft, the duplicity, the falfchood, the 
treachery, the dark and deep underminings, 
hourly praftifcd by multitudes of our 
fex to gain their ends amongft the other j 
or to gratify their avarice, ambition, refent- 
ment, or envy ? Let Obfervation, let Hi- 
ftory anfwer the queftion, by pointing to 
the numberlefs train of evils- produced by 
fuch caufes, wherever wealth, luxury, and 
falfe refinement, have rendered men artj-r 
ficial. 

The worthieft charaiflers in our fex, 
it may be obferved, are marked gene-i 
rally by an opennefs, and alv^ays by a 
probity, that refledls the greateft credit 
on their hearts, and, I add, on their un- 
derflandings alfo. Yes, my beloved and 
honoured auditors, after all that a late 
well-knowr; mafler, patron, and teacher, of 
Diflimulation has advanced to the contrary, 
I do not hefitate to pronounce DiiHmu- 
lation, and indeed the whole family of 
Cunning, by whatever name dignified, jn^t 
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potent and miferable apes of inanly Ability 
and genuine Wifdom. I iubjoin, that 
men of integrity and fentiment diiplay a 
noblenefs, which fails not fooner or later 
to ftrike and perfuade beyond all the paltry 
arts in the world ; and I call the beil: and 
greateft fpirits of every age to witnefs, that 
fuch men are placed upon an eminence, 
from which they may look down, with 
fuperlative fcorn, on the whole inglorious 
face of Knaves, Liars, and pj^emblers. 



PART III* 



JOHN. xi. 5. 

HOW JESDS LOV£D MARTHA, AND HSX 

SISTER^ 

THE mighty infiuencc which hu- 
man beings have upon die cha- 
nu^r and happinefs of one another, and 
the minute caTualties by which they 
are often afibciated, cannot but ap- 
pear, to reflecting minds, among the moft 
myfterious arrangements of Providence. 
The very perfons, who might have proba- 
bly been wiie and ble0ed, had they fallen 
into proper company, arc frc^uectly cor- 
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rnptcd and undone, by infenfibly forming' 
imprudent connexions : and, although t 
fincercly believe, that lome of the fwecteft 
picafures, which the foul can taftc, muft 
arife from the fociety of Women, yet by 
fome ftrange infatuation men often con- 
vert it into a fource of mifery. Either they 
ccpeift too much, and being ncceffarily 
dilappointed are chagrined and foured ; 
or elie, from unreafonable and unworthy 
prejudices againft a fex, whom the Al- 
mighty .created, for their companions and 
their comforters, they are precluded from 
a felicity which no other objedt in this 
world can equally fupply. 

Where — I had almoft enquired, where 
is the Angular mortal, that can keep the 
balance even ? Is it not, with a very few ex- 
ceptions, abufe on the onefide, oradula- 
ticm upon the other ? We would willingly, 
recommend' the juft medium, and warn 
you, my younger brethren in particular, 
againft either extreme. That of difpa- 
raging'-thc fex feems, as I beforCLhiotcd,- 
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the mode at prefeht. Mirny of the parti- 
culars I haVc siready confidcred. Ambhgft 
tiiofe which I havfe Dot, wb may rtckon 
the charge of Female Scandal, which w« 
have heard advanced, reitefatedj and dit^U 
lipon with ib much exultation; 

That female fcandal is cifculatfed very 
freely amongft vulgar and uninftt-iiflftd 
women, without generous feelings or the 
l-eftraints of religion, we as freely coiifefs. 
But can it furprift any who refleft, diat 
thofe, who want in themfelvcs a fund of 
worth of intelligence, fhould hot be much 
iiiclified to difcover or acknowledge it ih 
others, or to ffiarch for matter of rationiil 
and harnilcfs entertainment, when the 
joy of finding fault, fo natural to the tfn- 
correfted malignity of illiberal minds, can 
be obtained without labour frbift the can- 
jeAures of idlcnefsy the rumobrd df mif- 
reprefentatidn, aiid the impcrfeiftionfi of 
humanity ? 
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The narrow fphere to which moft fe- 
males arc confined, and their frequent 
communication with one another in. the 
abfence of men, joined to the unamiable 
competitions which muft often take place 
where there is little enlargement or bene- 
volence, will too readily excite fuch per- 
fons to amufe themfelves, at the expcnce 
of others. 

Bat what is all this to thofe that are 
better taught> and have better affe£tions> 
whofe hearts flreamwith tendernefs, whofe 
imaginations fparkle with vivacity, and 
whpfe intelleias are improved by ufeful 
reading and polite convcrfetion ? Amongft 
this clafs- of women, it is. but juftice ta 
declare, w.e have not found the malicious 
fneers, or tiie impertinent tattle, fo com- 
monly imputed to the fex at large. Whe- 
ther the fame thing can be always faid 
even of thofe men, from whofe fenfe and 
breeding it might be juftly hoped, Ui 
my male hearers themfelves determine. 
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Of this I am fure, that our divine MaAcr 

and Model expi^eiTed himfelf vnth peculiar 
gcntlenefs, where women were concerned. 
We have before remarked the beautiful 
manner in which he reproved the ^vcr- 
folicitous Martha, as well as praifed her 
fweetly-pcnfivc Sifter. It is true indeed, 
that, when upon a particular occafion his 
Mother prefumed to direit him in the 
«xercife of his miraculous power, he faid 
to her, hot only with an air of reprehen- 
fion as the cafe required, but with a plain- 
nefs of language, which, confidering efpe- 
cially to whom he fpoke, is apt to hurt 
, a modern ear — " Woman, what have I 
*' to do with thee," that thou (houldft 
take upon thee to tell me how and when 
ray miracles are to be wrought? But then 
it iliould be obfcrved, that though it is a 
mode of expreiGon not admitted, amongft 
us, to c^l a perfon, Woman, when we are , 
fpeaking to her, if Oie be one whom we 
think entitled to any refpeifl, yet foihe of 
the politefl authors of antiquity make the 
moA accomplished, and tlie beft br^d^ 



prInCCB ttfeit in adtJt-effing themfislves to 
Ladica of tbe high^ft rajik : and even ii^r- 
vants tOQ aw rcpreietited ^s adgpting th? 
fame ftyle when th«y fpokc to tfeeir Mi,'- 
ftreflcs. Sttch v:ts the fira|J,ifi:ty pf aivr 
Cient days !-r^3ut wfben tjv? Woraan of 
Canaan applied to onr SavioM.F, with th^ 
moft refpefitful and aSet^ionate cacaeftnefisi, 
ia behalf of her Kmeh-affli^ted daughtci^ 
did he not, befi.ii;s at firft fecnsipg t* 
negleA her petition, ivnd then for (omp 
time to refufe it with cpleiijeft if nol 
averfion, proceed, as though all nhjs vtj» 
not difcouraging enough, to embitt^ hxt 
refulal with a phraije appapently hsx&x ani 
humiliating, ia the ^tceme? Gracious 
Redeemer!.. What an aipetSt doft- d>.aw 
heieaffiime.!: ' Js this agFcesWe to thy ufiwJ 
.tendernefs^ Is this like the Phyflfi** 
wi4 the, Frkrtel ©f human, nature hrr-Mirk 
thcJequel. .Quf boncft, petjtioRer, iic^iwi 
bjrhcc piety and her .diftrefs.eloqtjent aai 
icrefiflabla from the fcelinga of a, mq;(hef 8 
^aCoaXt a^ ojQQe turns with a'happy dext^*- 
f^ pttour Sayiouf's.wprdiv anicxttaa* 
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ayguments'ffopi th* vflry lang,i»ge ■s^f wi-< 
tindnefs. ** Agaiaft hope ihc bclicr^ ii^ 
" hope." She conquers : flie triuraplw.; 
A treatment fo flrange in appearance, on 
Ae part of Jofns, was not iatond^,'*** 
overwhelip th^s worthy: ereaturc'5. beaiJv 
bm to illujlirat? by try^g her feitH,; atul 
tfi (Mrnilh himfdf : with aa oppoitf^fy^f of 
indAilgipgljis God-lii^? Ijpqcv^lcijjcpi by the 
^a^ai^ )a{)p^^fe^. ^i^ the ampl^cQinr 
pUaojCf-T+T-'-' O WotPAn, gre4ti4,iity,faitlii 
V he,iVi?Pta thee, ^vea-as .t|iou-,>villS|i". 
i* jin4 her dqu^ter was madq.^^lc .froip. 
^^ that V«fiy hatir." . :,- , \,^ ,,. 

penitents were cenfured without pwrcy 
by finftimonious pretenders, our Saviour 
911^1^. notto plead tbeifc^uie y aj;uL th^ 
%\% r-epjwofs, evflp ti;^,the greattft , finacr* 
^f tl?e 4c?^ -were tea^pered -wilh mildneisi 
thqugl^ iiji rebuking the hypQcritical - and. 
bard-h^ted o£ anr$,. ho uf<;s ^ .fl;yle. o£ 
them(i;^.ra»(ful ^Merity. , 'Nq„ igiy. bw» 
^wrs^. j?oI?}jp naini^S c^iwot _ .cnd^Q -jtljft 
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WfeS ^ 'iiifolencc to the weak" ' and the 
*rrttchei4;-Ieaft- bf" all, when it fltulks 
under the maflc of religion. 

'^■'But to go on with ourfubjedj amongff 
the itnpatal3ons againft the women, we' 
mnft not forget to take nodce of one, that 
might'ihdccd^ bedilpiled, did it not fome-^ 
times ' involvt iridividnals of much merit 
in other Tcfpeifls; and refer to a fpecics of 
pride irreconcilable with the lovely meek -J 
nefe- and modeft pliancy which ough^ 
alwayr'ta chai^tflerize the fex,'and-the 
want of which no talents, no allure- 
ments, can ever fufficiently compcnfate. 
I riican flie Addition of a Sujrerior Un- 
derftandihg. 
•)■■■ '.'■-■. .- ■■ ■, ■ 

' I^rtorant people, and enthufiaftic lorersi 
may be delighted with the haranguj» and 
dccifions of thofe women whom ■ they 
admire as very handfomc, or very wife; 
but men of a difl^rent ftamp, and a cooler 
temper, will take the liberty to-^bc of ano- 
ther opinion. Were it fight for yop, my 
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female friends, to pique yourfelves on any, 
thing, believe me it fhould only be on a^ 
gentle difpolition, and a complacent deport- 
ment, on domeftic ^jualities, and ufeful 
accompUftiments. By thefe you will 
always be fare to pleafe the beft judges,, 
and in the greateft numbers. 

That many of you are endowed with, 
admirable capacities, and that you hayc 
improved them with diligence and fucccfs, 
we do not barely acknowledges wc are 
ready to maintain and prove it, before the 
whole fchool of Chcfterfield's difciples. 
When I mention him on this occafiouj, 
I really am at a lofs to conceive, how he 
could form fo mean an opinion of female 
underftanding -, for, certainly, amongft the 
many women of condition in different 
countries, to whofe company he had al- 
ways ready accefs, he muft have nict with 
a number refpeftable for their mental 
powers and acquifitions. We, whofe 
opportunities of this kind have been com- 
paratively few, can yet affirm without flati- 
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fory, that we have foon^, in ibmc ladies 
df ittftiion, not only much brilliancy of 
fancy, biit equal folidity of judgement and 
actittfiicft of pefietratioii. ^'o whatever 
lollies fuch peribns may be expofed, from 
the prevalence of luxury and the parade of 
raiik, it muft ftill be allowed; that their 
education is ufually conduced on a larger 
Ifcale, ahid with more liberal views, than 
tlist of the lower claffb; as they have com- 
monly the advantage alfo of more elegant 
and inflru£live converfation. Neither H 
it probable that^ in the fociety of a man 
Eke Chefterfield, women of wit and know- 
ledge would be much difpofed to fuppreft 
fhcir attainments. 

But you, my fifters, will not be for- 
ward to exhibit yours, if you would b« 
tdvifed by one who is better aifedled to 
your intereft and reputation. Whether, 
as his Lordfliip contends, your fex id 
general are incapable of arguing with 
clofenefs and precifion ; whether, if they 
are, as we confefs ourfelves at times ready 
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to think is the cafe with the majority, the 
dcfedt be owing fo their frame, or their 
culture; or whether in reality it be a de- 
fed:, confidering their ftate and deftination, 
I will not nicely enquire. lam certain, 
that in early comprehenfion, natural taile, 
fprightly imagination, quick difcernment of 
charaders, and wonderful addrefs in fail- 
ing themfelvcs to each, they frequently 
excel i nor are they feldom adorned with 
a confiderable portion of knowledge and 
literature, when favoured by their genius 
and iituation. 

As to the love of difpute in either fex, 
it is never, I apprehend, a very pleafing 
quality. I am fure, it does not lead to 
the beft flyle of converfation. They who 
indulge it, - rarely convince, and not often 
delight any but themfelves. None will 
fay, it mends the temper, or improves the 
heart : and all muil acknowledge, that it 
frequently difgufts and inflames. In a 
briik youth inured to it at college, or a 
flippant girl accuftomed to talk away 
amongft her companions at fchool, it may 
M 



«afiljt \ic iplerated now and then, thoiigft 
commonly accompanied with a fufficicnt 
quantity of pcrtnefs and petulance. Nor 
is it worth while, to be offended at the 
peremptory prate of a filly woman, wh& 
fencies flie cannot be miftaken^ provided 
at lead: her noife may be foon efcaped. But 
it is not quite fo eaiy to avoid being feri- 
oufly difpleaicd, when perfons of better 
intellcKfts, and higher breeding in other 
articles, fccm full of their own fenfe, fond 
of debating on all occafions, and forward 
to pronounce on all fubjefts,- with a con- 
fidence which we do not very readily^excufe 
even in the grcateft mafte'rs. Thcgrcatcft 
jnafters, indeed, are gcnerdly the haft 
affuming. Modefty, it has been often 
remarked, is the ufual attendant of exalted 
merit; and a bolder tone is aflumed by 
fuperior fpirits, only where infolcncc 
provokes, cr neccflity demands. 

Ah, my female friends, did you in par- 
ticular, did You but know, how deeply 
the mile heart is enchanted with thofc 
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•wromeh, whorecoftvCF&tion prefentc the 
p»^re of fini|>Ucity and grace, of eafe and 
politenefs, ia a groupe; the fptrit of who& 
<0Qverfatu3h is a compound of fprigbtHnefs, 
ienlb; >nd mod^fty ; who feldom difpute, 
and Rcrer w'raiigle; who liften with attsti- 
itioatQ the opiaigns df others, and delivor 
their own with diffidence, more defirous 
of receiving than of giving convi(ftion» 
XQOit aA&tttiouG to plta^ than to t:onqaer ! 
Such, believe me, ^ fure of conquering 
in thit dpbleft ieo&, - - 

- Paint to ydUrfelTcs, hywzy of csBtraft, a 

AToman who talks Joud, contradi£l3 bluntly^ 
jcuiks : &llea, co:lteAs pertioacieu^y, ami 
inilcail of yielding ch^Uenges fuhmifBoH. 
HbW di£^nt a figiirtil How forbidding 
janobjeS! Feminality iegooe; Ntiture is 
transfiTrmed : whatever makes the male 
charadcr mofl: rough, >nd turbuleat> is 
takea up by a crcfttiite, that was defigpe^ 
to ti'anquUlizc add fttiooth it. In placed 
a "'jdiatincr, charining oever iii wi&lj^" 
aihal do wd bchdld i A clatneroofij <ob>- 
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ilinate, contentious being, univerfally diT- 
guftful and odious ; fit only to be chafed 
from the haunts of humanity, thofc peace- 
•fui haunts which it feeks to difturb — Mer- 
ciful Heaven ! {belter us from its violence, 
in the bleifed fanftuary of domeftic love 
and joy, or in the fweet harmonious choir 
offriend£hip. 

How have we pitied a man of fenfc and 
ipirit, who has had the infelicity of beiog 
connected for life with a felf-fuiHcicnt 
and obftreperous woman! A pufiUani- 
, mous creature, or a doating fool, may fub- 
mit to her humours with little difficulty. 
But the other is fhocked to the foul : afto- 
niOiment and indignation feize him by 
turns : he is wounded in his tendereft fen^ 
fibilities, and wjung with difappointment 
where he wae interefted moil. He fought 
a partner, and found a plague : he ex" 
pcdied a foft, affedlionate, lympathizing 
friend, and met with a bofom foe. The 
beauty of an Angel, the wealth of the In* 
cUeS| were fuch a woman mlArefs of them. 
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would both be infufEcient, in his eyes, to 
atone for her behaviour. But, O my hro- 
thers, how delightfully is the heart van- 
quiihed and captivated, when an unpre- 
tending fetnale appears before it^ with 
Rcafon, Fancy, and, Virtue in her train, 
.and difcovers, in her family and amongft 
.her friends, all the lovelineis offmile^and 
fympathiesj of placid addrefs, and gentle 
infinuation! 

But may there not be occafions, where 
wifdom and worth, in women as in men, 
jare called upon to aiTert themfelves, with 
a dignity that fliall reprefs the forward, 
and over-avi^e the infolent ? Certainly : and 
to give fuch proceeding the name of pride 
.were unjuil. But, on the other band, to 
miftake the demands of pride, which arc 
bQundleffi, for that dignity which feldom 
wifhes to iland forth, is ignorant. It is 
yet more fo, to im&gine, that the male 
heart can either be gained by arrogance, 
«r preferved by oppofition. 
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^' Thi- iftiy heA tnettbTt (6 fti6d«) a«'ti> be 
ftdthed I^ wtady eottvpliance, and chilled 
tjy-habituai ftubboWncft, in womfen. Th 
feffiflk cip^ity they will fVankly altew 
ttii ^ho refpea it caifi defefv«» if lh« (f6- 
<i}>e^ be hot confidently ckiinedi ■ To fo- 
^Aiigiftxicell^Ticti ih<iy'Wi1l riftgn the tsxipiE^ 
kif the breaft withpleafurei Bat rtmftt^ 
1»*r, JyoUtig women ; fuch *xc«littiee fwr- 
cvcr precludes the affedtatiori'of power, 
will rarely appear to exert it, and will ge- 
=I»efaHy prevail by fubmitting. 

- -Perfiaps, Gentlemen, one realbn why 
<he raoft accomplifhed of our (cX are fond 
^ conTCtfing with the moft agreeable of 
tkfc other, is becaufe with them they art 
^ilieved from that rivalfhip- <^ genius, 
ind tiiofe contrarieties of opinion, whjc4i 
<<jooften impair, not to fay poifon, theeo*- 
joymentsof male fociety. Sentiment, ima- 
gination, variety, complacence,- and all th^ 
pretty playfiilncfs of minds thxt only widi 
to pleafe and to l>e pleafcd,. fill up* in the 
former cafe, thofe intervals of leifure that 
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ftoceed thefatigiicand anxiety of bufinefs; 
Ae abftradHon of ftudy, or thoftraining 
of -tlie faculties ■ on 'whatever accuunti 
Surely, my brothers, they do not much 
fconfiilt either eafy orele^nt gratification, 
who prefer, to this kind of fcntertainment, 
the low pernicious company of proftitutes; 
or the noify and intemperate interfcourfi 
bfrakes. ' 

When men of debauched principles ap- 
pear happy, on the retiring of cultivated 
and virtuous women from table or elfe- 
where, they might be afked. What do you 
^n by it? Does the converfation be- 
fcomc either livelier, or more refined f Or 
will you fay, that your behaviour in ge- 
neral takes a better call ? Y6u will fcarce!y 
fay, that it is improved in politenefs. But 
It is improved in freedom — O yes ; the cruel 
feftraints of decency are removed ; you 
ire now at liberty to burft forth into ch- 
mour, 'oaths, obfcenity, prophanenefs," 
defamation of the fex, and — if you are 
ib dilJ)oftd, to get drunk into thebirgiin:' 
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Glorious privileges! Worthy, no doubt, to 
be highly prized by reafonable beings, by 
periba& of education, and by gentlemen. 

To ipeak ferioufly'j Is a fenfible and 
manly youth defirous of pafling hisleifure 
hours in a fpeciesof pleaTure equally fociable 
and innocent; of acquiring the moil proper 
demeanour, with the genteeleft, and at the 
iame time the eafiefl, turn of thought and 
expreffion, as well as right habits of the 
beft kind ? Inftead of Sauntering in coffee- 
houfes, running to taverns, or rambling 
after loofe women and giddy girls, let him 
aflbciate with a few of both fexes, who join 
good breeding, and liberal fentiments, to 
purity of mind and manners. Ofemptyand 
edeminate boys, it can fcarcely be expei5ted« 
that they will put any value on fuch fo- 
ciety. It may likewife be obferved, that if 
the company of women only is fought, the 
deportment will be in danger, of finking 
into too much foftnefs, as it will be apt 
to roughen into the rude, the boifterous, 
or the aukward, if that of men is habitually 
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p.referred. Elegance and fpiiit united 
form the juft temperament, which is pro- 
duced by both. When a virtue at once 
mild and mafcullne is added, what can 
be figured more completely ellimable ? 

It muft be acknowledged, that the com- 
pany of women entitled to rcfpeft, for their 
fcnie and worth, requires more attentions, 
and a ftriifter regard to the rules of breeding, 
than are commonly thought neceffary in the 
prcfence of men: and this neceffityis repre- 
fented, by libertines, as one of thofe confine* 
ments that arc not to be long or often en- 
dured by a youth of ipirit. Now, amongft 
this tribe, a Youth of Spirit is only a finer 
name for a young man who determines to 
gratify his paflions without controxil, and ad- 
mires the documents of thofe who have fet 
him the example. . What enfues ? Impatient 
of the reftraint which female delicacy 
would lay upon him, he hies away to fome 
of thofe loft creatures, who like the greit 
tempter, " go about feeking whom they 
*• may devour." If the confequcnce 
N 



ibbu{d be Irretrievable cuin, ait God knaAi- 
hov often it is^ he may date that rub from 
tiut period when he began to grow weary 
df aflbciating with his itirtuous relatjcu9v 
and othec delciving peribos^ of the fetn^ 
fcx. 

. Think of t&e infaluatto^ ^utlis; who^ 
VI rapid and torriUe fucceiHon^ fall JftcrtT 
fices to the violated laws of their country. 
Haw ccoxuiwn is it lor diem to cw(e&, 
at ikc tree of ignominy^ that tb^ vrer« 
firft led aftray by bad woinen ! Of the 
men you have fonserly^ known» who dtd^ 
AOtdie, in ^%r3ce» but went oitt of lifv 
vith wJiat the world caUs a fair leputa* 
tiMi, have you reafon to believe^ tha^ 
there are none now, in angmih: a£ fouU 
tracing back their final dcdrudUon- to au' 
early acquaintance with bad women ?-tt 
That, in the future ftate, matly virtuous- 
men will, with everlafting joy and gra- 
titude, afcribe, under God, their con- 
firmation and progrefs in virtue, chiedy 
to their having been much convcrfant witb 
female worth, I have no doubt, 
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Mf <!t4t brothers, tf te *• knew (ho 
«* ^ft €if God" ho*r highly would you 
|)rize whatever rcftmiat tended to fcetp 
jbu &om the pt^hs of the Deftntyef ! Birf 
&e trath », chat, in cIm lEbcieiy I recbra-^ 
inendi a yoong mftn, who does not wiih 
to go aftrtf, will fcel himTdf under no 
ietter; wUl« on the contrary, find an eaiy 
icbpt for tfrt isdnlgttK* of hw nAa^Aa- 
iion, ind of his heart, ori^ etfary pritpelf 
ftbjefts and itiU fciorri geaiiine courteiy 
without labour or ftody. Amiable Wo- 
Aftn tif gehfed educittitih tre, iiideiid, be- 
jond cofl^ttrlfon, the bdi miilreSe« of th5f 
tdcncc, for' two rcafoos. In the firfr 
jplacei thfe^ beft enderAand it; having 
ifrom Pftitfirc a peculiar aptitude tb pleiafef 
with a urohdetf ul facility in adapting theiA^ 
^(Mves to the tempera of others, and frotjt 
Ctdturc a ready aognaintahcc, whfcfc th^- 
feon acquire, with fiich forms of po» 
jtlcnefe as, wiAout the aid of infincerity* 
give an degance and a lieightehing to thd 
liative emanations of i. good moid. ~ I'd 
«bc oext place, they tetch h wHh^ut^ 
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peiwing to teach it, Ipy a fccret power over 
the conceptions of their icholarE ; who» 
naturally ambitious of approving them- 
felves to fuch agreeable tutorefiee, learn it 
from them iafenfibly> and yet effedually ; 
as people in general catch the fentijnunts 
and manners of thofe they ^ftecm. 

Who indeed, but brutes, could bebavo 
with wilful or deliberate rudenefs before 
perfons, whofe charaAer, whofe conver- 
iation, whofe very air, is calculated to im- 
prefs refpeA f Into fuch company, it may 
he prefumedf the ferocious, th^ blufleriDg, 
the coarfe, the pverbearlngi or the noify, 
will not often be dilpofed to intrude. 
There, alas I they would fiqd little plea- 
furc. But, ihould they be there by acci- 
dent, is it not poi]jble fomeof them might 
be fubdued, and transformed into a happier 
turn and better deportment f Is it not 
rpafonable to hope, that in this fchool 
the conceit of youth might be taught 
isodcfty J the pedantry of the college cxi 
changed for the cafe of th? entert?iaing. 
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compftfuon, and the urbanity iof th« ftc-. 
qompliflied gentleman; the iUffhe& and 
acrimony of the dilputant tempered - anil 
moulded into a pleafing deference; the 
pracftice of yielding and obliging ought 
beget a promptoefs to yield and. oblige; 
the obfcrvance of decency improve into thp 
love of goodncfs; or, to cxprefs the whole 
in a few words^ every rougher pinion 
and ungracious habit vaniib away,, as the 
furlinefs of winter difappears before the 
genial influence of the fpring. 

But, to experience fucb deiirable efiefts, 
the fociety under confideration - mixil be 
cultivated with fteadinefs and relifli ; not 
(Qt you may be fure,- as to riegleft other 
fources of improvcijient; but, I repeat it, 
with fteadinefs and rclifli; two things, 
indeed, very clofely connei^ed ; and, I add, 
from earlieft youth, before — what ? Hear 
me, O hear me, and receive inftrudlion— 
before the foul is poifbned with Senfuality, 
that njoft dangerous, mpft deftruilive, moft 
epidemical of all diforders, from which 
I fear flie rarely recovers. 
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AraongSt thofi^ men that viree€ atlf 
Sifofted mth the bve of fenfual pleafure^ 
ire htvtt toxmm individuals, who, in th« 
CMverfation of virtttoiifi and fentimefttBl 
wocneti, ««te jifiUj embbrra^ecl. aukwafd, 
and conih^iiied} like clowns in the pre* 
&nc6 fijf their Superiors. Unaccuftomed 
n> fuch afituation, and confcious of that 
ftieannefs which Vice mwft inwardly feel 
fielbre the dignity of her Rival, they learned 
to be otrt of their dement, retilefs an4 
unhappy, till they ipturned to more c^gft- 
pial aflbciates, with whom they might give 
loofe to all the Ucentioa^ners of their tdea« 
^d aj)petites, ' ' 

Truft toe. Sirs j chafte fociety is never 
thorourfily agreeable even to the polittft 
libertines^ whatever dilguifc they may wear,' 
or whatever cafe they may aflume.' ' Sucli 
fociety iilcntly reproaches their crimes, and! 
reminds them of thofe innocent deligKtfirt 
days which they once knew, and can how' 
only rccollcft with a figh. Happy' the 
youth, that ^^ i^^ reAe<^ion of this kind ' 
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to chiU the ardour of his honeft febififeft^ 
Uttes, or damp the humlefs gakty <^ hi$ 
finil. among the wmthicft poopk of ditlxer 
(ex. Ah, niy young friend. wbH^Iiciitf 
would you forego, what mifery would yo» 
incur* Hiould you ever be guilty ofaugitt 
that might incite you fecrelly to hale, or 
dread, the prcience of Virtiw 1 

Do you lore jrour health, your honour, 
your quiet, your reputation, your moft 
valuable connexions, your highcn: interefls > 
on earth, or in Heaven ? Be perfuajied to 
take the counfel of a friend. — What is it f 
•—If at any time pafiion or example, 
courtezans or debauchees. 0iould attempt 
to corrupt youj in Acad of parleying, or 
deliberating, or even lingering to difpute, 
fly tatbe beil and mofi improved woman of 
your acquaintance. In her company you 
will be fafe, as in a " City of Refuge :" by 
^r approbaticMi you will be confirmed in 
thoie principles, and that condud, which 
only caninfure it ; in convcrfmg with her^ 
your fancy will be amufed, your under- 
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^aiufitig cxctciicd, and your heart noQ' 
riflied : every improper idea will give 
place to better fcntimentB : every wrong 
bias will be counteraftcd : — what fhall I 
£iy more ? Virtue arrayed by the Graces, 
attended by the Smiles, and beheld in the 
perfon of fuch a woman, will look fo fu- 
premely engaging, that the low arts, and 
unhallowed labours, of proHigates and Har- 
lots to beguile you, muft appear in your 
eye contemptible -and hateful. Who, that 
has been accuftomed to a palace, would 
quit it for a fty ? Who, that has con- 
tradted a tafte for whatever is excellent in 
poetry, or painting, would defcend to take 
pleafure in a wretched dauber, or a com- 
mon vcrfifier ? Who, that is fmittcn with 
•* the beauty of holinefs," can look with 
delight on the loathfomenefs of lin ? Is 
the difference lefs ilrikiog, or will the 
contrafb be lefs ftrongly felt by an inge- 
nuous youth, between a worthy and fenfi- 
ble perfon of the other fex, and the vif^ims 
of Infamy in cither? 
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Let monks and mifanthropes pretend to 
what they will ; the foul of man will fel- 
dom be long fatisficd without the enter- 
tainment of female converfation. ' It was 
fo formed by the unerring Creator ; nor 
perhaps will any thing, next to " the 
" wifdom that is from above," guard it 
more powerfully againft the forcery of 
Vice, than the near and frequent view of 
Female Excellence. 

If we might be permitted to quote our 
own obfervation, as any kind of evidence 
on this point; it~ is certain, we have ever 
found thofe the mofl honoil'rable, moral, 
and confcientious men, who had the greateft 
regard for women of reputation and talents. 
May we not venture to add, that genuine 
Piety, the piety of fcntiment and affe£tion, 
the piety which governs life, is, as far as 
our fex are concerned, to be met with moft 
commonly among fuch mcii ? 

The fame depravity, indeed, that doubts 
the exiftencc of virtue in female nature, 
O 



